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hg In lbeao ud AT maticra the two hindins sooa prasonted a vieililo
differenco, snd ench acquiend & distinotive characior of its own, The
Goneral Amociate, of Amtisburghor Hynod, wera nover antisfiol with the
Revolutionsetttamont, but advocatod and proscewted the prineiplo of
progromive roformation,  The Amociate Syeod, howaver, profasssd 1o
e satinfcd with the attainments of the Ravulmion«chwirch, and scomed
dinpaed 10 remt upom them.  Put it dosorves to ba nnticed, that wherons
from thie difference we wonld capect that tha Antislme “ars wekhi keep
mote in pace with the age, and tho Tlerghers fall ohind {1, it war fusnd
%o bo rmher the teverso. Tho firmer foll bohind it, and the Iatter
seemed tn heep pace with its prgrem,  Not accwstoming thomsolvoe to
bone forn:nl tootimeny ageinet evory prevalling ovil, tha Amsociate Ry.
nod were perhopa lens sevored from oiher donominations, and stord lese
il from thom, than theit brethren, Thiy chorishol a mpirit of grester
charity tewanda godly ministers and cminont Christiane, by whatover
name they wore called. Profossing 1o hold by the Rovolntionmottles
ment, which was thet of the Faablished Church, thoy were likest to the
Eneblished Chorch in eonstitetion and principics, whilst they wors hap.
ply free from the many errors in dootring and practice imto which that
Church bod fallen, For we mert do thia Hynod (ho justica to remark,
thet they maintained all along the honawrable chacacier of Bocoders from
the Judieatorien, although nct from the mandords of the Chorch of Heut-
fond, They mill loshed 10 the Fatablishmont se thoie meaher Chwech,
aad snticipaied theic ultdmate rciom 16 it aconrding to tho appoal of the
Powe Frotheen, * wnto o firm, froc, faithful amd rofurming Gonoral Amcms
My of the Charch of Scntiand.”

The trwth of thone remarhe witl bo sustained, and tho ducided faithfule
wean of thin Chorch will bo proved by tha fullowing ynoiations fram the
Proface 10 this Resexhiliition (e

* While wo refuse that those creads and confessione are, in any respoct
the foundation  -ut faith, wo contond that thoy ata fosmled on tha di.
vine word,  Judiciows chrimiane will consider them an erdlcetions of die
vine truth in thoie propor comnoction, as tostn of orthnlusy, or subordine
ale criteria, shaolutaly necomary for distinguishing truth feom orror, amd
for detocting the crromcoms in their nnmanly subtorfegors, as avowed
manding tostimonion for Lk, In opposition to orror, and an anthoritas
tive ropeosentations, in an agrecablenom to the wond of Gedd, of the peine
ciples and torma of cheistiasn communion, in particnlar chuechos, intond.
od {0 direct thoit mombers how (o hold comfuralilo amd conmistont fole
Towship with one another in the Lond,  Owr Wostiminstor Confossion of
¥aith, Larger and Bhotter Catechiomna, tha Yonn of Vresbiyterian Churol
Guverrmont and  Discipline, with tho Dircclory for Worship, aro pere
hape the mod excollomt occloniamical sandania in tho Christian worlid.
‘F'o rensunce, thorofore, any of theeo fimportant traths oahibitod In theso
mandanls, must involve thin nation in proportionad guilt ; amd the moro
»o, a8 wo are eagagod by owr covenants amd other vows, to maintain and
defond thom againet all oppokition.”

Agais, *“ owr Bocemsion,” they say, * is not a achism in tho Chutch, for
we ncvor socodod from the principlos and conatitution professed and
ostablishod at the Roformation and Rovolution, but on cvery occasion
doclaro our soadfast adhorenco 1o these, in oppousition 1o the prevailing
party who have secedod from them.*

Furthor, they oxprosely declaro that at this period (1778) the Natiunal
Churoh was wnore corrupt than it was when tholr sccemion was first
made, that, thereforo, tho reasons of their secomion had anulliplicd, and
that the prospoct of tc-unjvn was moro distant than cver.  Tho follow-
ing ia the account thoy proscat of tho Establishment at this tino i

“ Doctrinos that aro 5o less derozatory to the honour, glory, and God-
head of the Bom of God, than dangorows to the souls of men, aro oponly
preached and printod, in somo placos: the oxerciso of discipline ixs
by many, cithor omittod, or accomtnodated 1o the tomper of tho times
the epprossive and unecriptural Jaw of patronage is cxccuted mth an in-
floaible rizur, in spite of repeated Temonat from reclaiming con-
grogaticns: the seals of th covenant are prostitutod by a promiscuous
sdaiasi:n of those who are, by the revealed will of Christ, totally wa-
qulild 10 recsive thom, and are, therefore, inadmineible by his minis-

sors: & disregurd, if mot & contempt of stricinoss in & profession or prac.
cieo d’ roligion is become almost universal. Theso are melancholy
treths, the knowledge of which is within the reach of the moanest indi-
vidual: and wpon swppasition that tho soccasion was growndicss at the
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pmlm! in which it emmem!. they afford tho most wadenishlo growmsa
for it in (ha presrnt ago,  And notwhihaanding the cartomt Iangunge of
the times, it is mnt eary to oencvive how the perity and pence of con-
solenca are consistant with sebmission 1o theeo ceclosisstionl decivionn
which, in theie vory natwes, doprive it of an topportenity 1o diecharge #e
duly by an apon and fithivl tostimany agaimet them, Tt Is swbmitied to
the impantial world, if theto he 2nothar mathod by which the conscience,
mroperly infurmod, and ragniated by tho diving Iaw, con esonerate iwelf
oo fully aml comsistomly, in bosting tostimmy againet the above sed
viher evile, an in the ato of scromiom from tho proscet Jedicaturics of
tho Chwtch, (T be m“mml )

ANALYRIY OF I‘AUI '8 EI‘IKTI.K TO THE GALATIANS,

In tho absenco of tho requisite hietotical informefm, wo mast have
recoutes to tha contonts uf thin epistio, fur the jwrpoma of ancertaining
itn ocoasiuon and dosign, The Cherch of Galatia doon not scom, like
many othors in primitive times, 1o have boon compumed panly of Jews
and ginetly of Comilons Yt It apposes 10 havo conslmod emtively of eom-
vortod hoathone, Tha apoetle, thereforg, doscribios them, provives to
their convorsion, an dutng mitvica (o thom who by natere are no gude,
a8 dositons of boing wnder tha Iaw § and o rominds thom, that ¥ they

Lamittod 10 clrommcision, with the detigin of motiting the favir of God,
Cheimt could prd thome meaing, Tt Appoars from those, and dheiing
satemonts, that aficr Pavl had pronchod tho gospol, sad plented 2
Church in Galatia, somo Jmiabring tonchors, stylod < some that troubdo
you,* 1aught that cunlormity 1o the coromoninl riwal, capedially to eir-
cameiston, was oliligatoty on the Chrixtian Chusch amd necomnry 16 aal-
sation, saying, ** Kxcopt yo bo circaincised nfice tha mamer of Moscs,
yo cannat o savod e Acta av, L. sl taudlit, in manifom opporition
to this misture of works aml faith, of law and geapol, that all mon, whe-
thor Jows or Gontilos, ate guilty bofore God, and that the duath of Chrigt,
without the slightost mixtero of haman metit, is the only fowmdation of
the trambling sianet'a hape,  All may, tharclure, participate in the blom
Ings of galvation, without amy national distinctlon, and withowt any pro.
views moml emalifioation o it thom for tha teception of the gospel.
When & heathon, consoqeently, belioved in Clirist, and relinquisheed his
idole, ho wax under no necomsity of sbmitting to circumcision ; evon
tho Jow was dolivorad by Christ from tho lmnloneomo yoko of the cora
monial law, and was as froe frovs §is rites as was tho convort from heae
thonism.  Tho gonpat only contemplaton mon xs sinnorr, umler the cwiae
of tha faw, and hastenlng on to an umlone and ruinal etomity ; and it
sots upen the duot of inerey to tho penitent anit belioving, and proclaims
pardon and forgivencas even 1o tho chiof of sinnees.

Tho general design of this cpistle, thotefere, ia to rofuto the oreomcoun
dociring of thoss falsa brethion who ennfounded faith and works, and
who had withdeawn sumo of tho Galatinn converts from tho faith of the
gospel.  ‘Thoy scem to havo amortad, that Maul .1 consoquence of hin
late convorsion, waa vory iinpotfoctly acquainion with tho truths of the
goapsl 3 that ho was instructed {n thoe docirines of Christianity, and com-
missionod to proach among tho Uentilus by thoso who were in Cheist
beforo him ; and they ovem amorted that Poter and tho othor apostics,
whom they proforaxd to follow, taught a very difforont doctrine.  In op-
positinng 1o thoso falso tcackors, PPaul first proves the docteing of Justibi-
cation hy faith alona in tho merits of Christ ; and then, a8 is cumtomary
in his other opistion, Indes wiv a ter of peactical axhortatione,
wiging us to the practico of variows Christian dutics. e preves tho
docttine of frce Juatification.

1. By the vindieation of his apostalic amhority. With that suthority
his doctrimo cithet stood or &Il ; and ke, thoroforo, maimained, that bie
commission war not derived eithor from tho Christians of Jorssalom or
Antioch—ihe two great contres of Christian inflsence in the primsitive
Chutch—but immodiatcly from Chiist Jesws. 1o styles hmsclf an
apostle, # ot of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the
Father.” % When the apostio affiems,” says Luther, “that he was aot
scat of man, he opposce himec]f to the false prophets ; when he says that
he was 80t sent by man, he opposcs himeclf to those faithful individuals
who wero commisioned by 1he apostics.” Thus, Paul seserts that ho
was not & simple messcnger appointed through human isstremestality,
a8 wero tho assistants of the apostles, hut he held Lis commision direct-




