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thear delicate linke in the chain of teecarch, by
whirh the Arehmologist of another generation
may hope to trace out the origin and the fotinres
of a greatbranch of the buman famvl{ Ifit hae
teen fonind, even in Great Britain, that scareely
five per cont of the rare and interesting remaine
from time 1o time brought to light, are fecuvera.
ble after a few yeass, unless they are lodged in
rame publie macweinm. we may he very sure tham
& peapottion even larger. of s h reinnins ac Tae
nada furnishes, are lost for want of such an insti-
tution.  There is reacon to beiieve that there i« at
this moment in Canada, one of the most ancient
and fnteresting of Scattish mediaval remaine the
Quigrich,—the Crozier of that favourite Celtic
Kaint, St Fillan, who flouniched in the middle of
the seventh century, andl I the posse~s oy of
the heirs of the family which bas been honoured
with its custenly, *ain the tyme of King Robert the

Brays, and befure fince the dgve of the Bruce
wetad nevertheless but regret that if it were pos-

sible to rescue it from the chances that befail all
aublunary possessions ; from fire, or theft, o the
Sheriff, there shoukd be no mucenm in which to de-
rom it. Torcturn, however, to Indian antiquities,
et me mention topography, orrather the naming
of placce.  When the 1ast Pine-soond of Chin-
guacousy (Chinguak kon schi) i« levelled ; when
art has provided another outlet than the river
mouth tn Nottawasaga, when a few genctatione
morc shait have hopeleasly corrupted the spelling
and pronunciation of thuse, and of many other
aboriginal natnes «til to be found on the map, of
atl monuments of a race and language, perhaps,
the moet unduring : how will philolugisis puzzle
themselves over athealties which hunlreds now
Jtving conld remove, but which *o them may be
as inscrutable asthe language of Nineveh. 1 al-
Jude to theee subjects here, becauee they offer an
immediate field tor the exertione of the Insti-
tate, and is one which it is peenliarly able to
enter upon, as including among its members so
many gentlemen whose pursiits must be con-
stantly bringing them intocuniact withobjectsoithe
kina referred to. Thou again in Natural llh(ur{.
Only last summer an American Professor and his
pupits, chose the nerghbourhood of Turont for the
scene of thesr search afier new and undescribed
s, 1 forget what the Professor's siuccess was,
but the fact shews s remnarkable confidence
in our own neglect of the ubjecte around us.
remember once, in the Island of St. Helena, send-
ing a culored servant 'o a distant and somewhat
inaccessible rock, ealled the Baen 1o fetch e
some specimens of land shell reputed on tne Is-
1and to have been lung extinet, but of which dead
specitnens were known 1o be abumdant 1n that
locatity. ‘To my own surprise, Joseph who had
»o lazy theory tosave his own exertions, brought
me back halt-a-bushel of living ones. The dwell-
ers in Jamestuwn had reckoned much too confi-
dently on the authority of thuirignorance  And
if their hitte Island—wnaller than any Canadian
county, and settled by Eumpeans a century betore
ar English toot had been act in Upper Canada—
could yield such navelties, we need not deem our
search hopeless here. ‘'Turn which way we will,
enquirics mect us on which an acuve nund nay
employ its best cnergies, and yet glean but the
suriace treasures ol that exhaustiess inine which
Artand Nature offer o hutan industry. But,
gentlemen, we shuuld uodesvalue this Institute of
we regarded 1t merely as a means of amasang
information, however valuable, or of cuniributin
to personal disunction, huwever well carned L
is 1n the refreshing 1ntluence of mind apon mind,
in the se-union of those whum separate pursuits
or different walks in hie tend otherwise to put
asunder,~in holding up to practice the mirror of
theory, in anmaung beory with the hife of prac-
tice, that societies like thug, when actively con.
ducted, exercise 2o benetical an etfect,  'Who can
tell how much encouragement may be given by a
word ot sympathy . how often a friendly hint
may clear up a difficuity, or umely discassion
avert a blunder. Ur what essential moral benefit
it may be lo some iminds, o teaching lessous of
modesty, of diligence, or of patience, tu babrought

hizher attainmente, and learn that the place they
aspire 10 muet be carned before it ean be enjoyed

that there {a no royal road to knowledge in any
af its branches  But I frel that in pursning thae
theme 1 am in danger of misaking the anthorty
of my office a« your Vice-President for the weight
of the speakter. * 1t s not for me before sach an
andicnce, to cnlarge on subjects which many
~,ound e conld enforee much bewier,  Well has
Bacon sanl, that ** atl worke are overcomng by an
atnpltude of rewant, by sonndness of direction,
and by conjunction ot labour, The first multi-
pheth endeavour, the sccond preventeth crror,
and the thied supplicth the fraity of man; but
the principal of these oo dircetion.”  Safier 1ne,
gentlemen, to conclude my remarke by expressing
the horc that few of ‘hose gentlemen whose re-

le

sponsibile and  honoured poainons give is a right
to appenl to them, will Tm this room without
eVt 0 give to vub young instititlo tue

weight of theie support and the axd of their
expericnce.

Dr. Mernviteg, a member of the Counclle” the
Institute, cxpressed gratification at eccing so
many distinguished visitors present on the oc-
casion of their first mecting after having obtained
therr charter.  He was highly delighted at sccin
the Presidential Chajr <o admurably filled, an
begged to return the thanks of the Council fur the
eloquent addrexs the chairman had  delivered,
It had been «aid that this conmiry was too young
for such an Institution, but he thought a cursory
glan~e around the room would nullify <uch an
optnion. e believed that, with few cxceptions,
the models and works of art which <o graccfuu?'
adorned the Hall, were the productions of rest-
dents in Canada. The list of papers which the
had just heard read by the Sceretary were an evi-
dence of the encrgy and zeal brought to bear upon
the objects of the Institute.  Many a delightfut
and agrecable evemng they had enjoyed listening
10 the discuwsdons of these papers. 1t was true
that the interests of general Literature appeared
to have been neglected by the charter, but he
trusted that this would be remedied, now that they
had the prospect of being connected with the
Athenreum. e begged to return the thanks of
the lnmitute to the Ilon. Attorney General,
whom he was happy 1o see present, for the great
interest he had manifessed in obtaining  their
charter, which, but for his exertions, they would
not have obtained.  As a proof of the ener y
displayed by the Institute he might say that the
figure of a warrior they saw standing on the table
to the left, was growing two months ago in the
woods of Etobicoke. 'This, however, was buta
small earnest of what would be accomplished
through the instrumentaluty of this Instuute,

The Chairman declared a truce of half an
hour, duaing which, a pretty general promenade
was made to an adjuining roum, where, tea,
cuffee, and confectivns were amply provided.
Oihers preferred examining the various articles
in the Hail.  Order Laving been restored,—

Proressor Hinp made some interesting re-
marks on the chimate of this part of the Province.
He said we were, he hoped, at the termination of
une of the severest winters that has been felt in
Upper Canada for a great number of years.
This same severity as regatr Is temperature had
however been felt over the 1-hole of the United
States.  He then pro und answered very
fully the question—~What is it that generally
speaking renders the Canadian peninsula less
hable to suffer from the intensity of cold, and the
extremity of heat that characterizes the United
States? We had a climate singularly amelio-
rated by three or four vast bodies of water. Upper
Canada tormed a kind of pebinsula among the
Lakes. Hgz had prepared several diagramns by
which 10 exhibit this distinction. ere Mr.
Hind exhibited and explained at some length
three diagrams to demonstrate that onr tempera-
ture was not so extreme as that of the Western
Stares. He contrasted the temperature of Fort

Preble, on the Atlantie coast, in latitade 43 de-

into contact with other minde of greater gifts and ‘ green, 3R, and Fort Armatrong, Hlinote, in latitnde

11 degrees, 23, with that of Torento, and showed
that the meant lempetature of Fort Preble, east of
the Lakes, was 46, 67, antl of Fort Armetrong
west of tho Lakes, was bi, 64, while that of
Toronto, subyect to the ameliorating influences of
the Lakes, was §4, 3. Fort Armstrong ie fully
two degreen couth of Toronto, yet its mean tems
perature in January is nearly a degree kower than
at ‘Toronto, while the mean tcmperature of the
hotteat summer month is upwarde of clevea de.
grees bigher there than at Toronto.  Fort Preble,
in the cast, about the rame latitude as Toronto,
haca mean temperatnre for January of three de-
grees Juwer than Toronta, and for July opwarde
of three degrees higher  Tha influences of climate
on ngricufmral productions was aleo estimated
by the humidity of the atmosphere during the
agriculiural monthe,  The rapid growth of vege-
tablea in Wesicrn Canada war due te the retenity
ul the summer «ky, ani the unitorm o atribution
of tain over the agen -al monthe  In the
Woestern States, generally 2 worgua® distribu.
tion of rain throoghont the year, nnnrrs the enhi-
vation of wheat, the grasees, and the ryol crops,
more hazardous than in Western Canada, r'(l)ge
mean annual number of clear days on the Lakes
is about 120, remate rom the Lakes 210 Cloudy
daye on the Lakes 140, remote from the Lakes 75.
The Chairman in thavking Professor Hind for
his addrexs, raid that he felt himself bound to
take up the cudgels fa defence of this much abus.
ol wintsr. He believed that the memory of the
oldest inhabitant was at fault in this instance, as
within the apace ol 20 ycars there had been four
winters mnore severe than the present; these were
the winters of 1830; 1835, 1R36 and 1842. The
last if it was not inore severe was nearly similar,
and th.c accounts were about balanced. So it was
not that this winter was the most acvere, at least
as tar as could beiesied by the thermometer, but
there might have been some unhealthy influcnces
in the atmosphere of which the medical gentlemen
present might te able to give them some account.
Proressor Crorr  explained at some length
the manufacture of Water Gas.  He said a great
many plans had been adopted, but most of them
were cutirely involved in mystery. The gvrocas
bs would allude to wae that'of a French chemist ;
it xcems to promice well.  The matérial Trom
which the gas is preparcd is so much cheaper
than coal, that if it can be_employed at all it will
be an immense saving. The gas does not requite
<o much nurification as gas from ceal, ftaleo
<essea little disagrecable smell, and the litde that
it does possess can be removed with the greatest

case. ‘The discoverer took advantage of a well
kanwn Princlplc in conncxion with Hydrogen
Gas. 1 you prepared Hydrogen Gas and caused

it to burn, the flame &noduccd by it gives out
acarcely any tight at all, but if you introduce a
substance of a sohd nature, such as & picce «f
latinum wire the light will become exceedingly
rilliant. The Prufessor here explained that the
gas might be made in the same retorts as other
gas by Eassing the vapour of watcr throngh the
retnrts filled with red-hot charcoal. It was purl.
fied in the same way and might be burned in the
same jets, with this difference, that over the Let
was placed a platinum wire to throw out the
light.” This gas he considered far superfor to
coal gas both as regarded ease of greplration.
cheapness of material and ’purhy of flame. One
point, however, rendered it doubtful whetter it
could be emnployed generally—that is—uhen hy-
drogen gas becomss mixed with atmosphetic air
it will explode vivlently, and the explosions
which would take place with the hydrogen would
be very dangerous. If, fcr example, any lcakage
took place in the gasometers, there would be an
explosion, and this sub tance possessed the pro-
Eny of cscz;sing through very small cxevices.
¢ was afraid that serious lccirggnts might re ult
f:mm the ubsc ggiix. Iis na't;'xzr;:d is sagi to b;:cbang:dd
owever, by being catalyzed ur by being pasu
through the ol of tarpentine. The mcxhocr::fo
ted by Pame is nothing more thax the naphthal-
izing of the gas, and its illurainating power s



