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1t is a great error to work horses under
clothing, unless it is a sheot of light linsey,
with a view of hastoning their condition.
Tho best tminers of the racehorse ia the
North have discontivu- d the use of clothing
when working, particularly yonug stook, two
and threo-yoar.olds. In tact, ano of the
ablest trainers, and who is most saccessfol
with two-ycar-ulds, usea no clothing at all.

- When a horsa ig tuken upon a traci, the pre.
sumption is that ho ueeds work, and ho
is to be galloped two, three, or four miles, as
the cose nay be. Now the object of that
work or gallaping upon the track is to sottle

. bis fleah, guicken and strengthen his muscles,
and extract from his body & certain amount
of sweat, bat no more than will relieve na-
ture or tho liorsi’s body of the heat trouglt
about by the quickened action of the heart,
producing an increased circulation through-
out tho body, and which, if not thrown off at
the surface, will injure the cutire viscora, or
at least tho brain, lungs and kidne To
produce-moro than unnocessary, and it is all
that can be done to the hiorge with safety at
any one timo. A lorse worked in this man.
ner every day can be brought to tho postin
proper condition ; he ig sure to feed well if
trained thus, and take his work with life and
spirit ; wherens, if ho is trained under blank-
cts and hood, all girthed tight and pinned up
close, and then worked threo or four miles,
at a rapid poco, which is tho usual way of
gending tbetn, the result will be,if ho is a
young horso, that bhe will be reduced entire-
1y too fast to retein his strength. ¥rom the
excessivo heat of tho circulation the skin will
become dry and sore, because the blankets
are non-copductors of heat. The eyes
become bloodshot, the arteries, veins, and
cellular tissues become affectel from the
over-heating of tho body, and the symptoms
will ifgst thomselves in loss ot appetite,
alight cough, followed by a severe one® The
eyes will assume a dull, glazed appearanoce,
and the horse bo indisposed to move unless
touched with the whip, and lung fever is
almost oertain to follow it cvoled out with
cold water.

Besides the great injur{ doune to horses
trained under bloukets or heavy clothing, it
has caused the death of many good animals
from excessive work when so treated. The
celebrated horse Mercury was killel by the
rupiure of the heart from excessiye work
under biankets. La Vrale Reine by imp.
Soverign, droppsd desd whilst they were un-
girthing the saddle after a bnsk breexe of
two miles under blankets. Mooulight, b
Lexiugton, dropped dead after severe wor!
under clothing at Chilicothe, O. ; and many
others whose names I cannct eall to mind at
this moment. Who does not remember, in
olden times, z’ben :llhncoc were heats, of
seeing horses between hents cramp, stagger,
and sometimes fa'l during the prooess of
what their trainers were pleased to call
“ eoohni out 2 The horses were already
too hot, but instead of walking them about
until they becams cool, andfjthen rubbing
them off, the boy stood ready with any
amount of blaukets and heavy hoods to be
thrown on the horss as soon as the saddle
was removed, for fear that a breath of air
might resch the horse. The horse nt the
s time was scarcely able to draw in suffi.
cicnt oxygen to arterinlize the venous blood
with which Lis lungs were overcharged.
But uow, thanks to the humane improvement
in the {treatment of the horse during
his training in dispensing iz & man-

ner with heavy clcthiog, and to the

still more humanc syslem of giv-
ing purses for dashes (which enables the
clube to utilize alt the horses .many times
during the meeting, by baving their pro-
gramme coneist ot such dashes only, without
injury to the Liorses, or disgusting their pa-
trons and Jovers of the horse from witness-
ing horses running wix or seven heats to
finish & racu), these revolting scenes are
never witnessed.  The reform inthe mode
of raciug, which has oltained in the Norxth
and measursbly in the South and West, of

ignoring heat racing, has donr nore o im-

prove the speed of the horse tuan all that

Lark and daratoga.

Thus it will bo seen, that the horse is sel-
do'n injured in his races, for if ho breaks
down in the race,in all probability it is frown
iojuries received in his govere training; for
it 13 runniung colts nany trial ruuns, and often
rcpeating them, that causes them to give
way maturely. It is burden enough for a
youog colt to carry his rider and eaddly,
without being overloaded with blankets,
hoods, aud surcingles. It is very fatigmng,
and worries the eolt so that he loscs, to a
certain extent, his action. Ho will then
grab his heel with his Lind {oot, or knock bis
pasterns, fetlock, tondons, or cannoa bone
with his forelegs, or cut his hind legs, just
below the hock, with what are commonly
called swift cuts, all of which a colt is liable
to do when overburdened or fatigued, and
all of which can be avoided by omitting the
clothing and reducing his work. The colt
would then be ahle to take bis work without
being covered all over with bocts and ban.
dsges. Ihave heavl it frequently remarked
by trainers that no horse ought to be gallop-
ed witbout boots upon his legs, and I have
no doubt the same class of trainers think
that nature is very remiss in not forming
Liorses with boots on. There is no neoessity
for boots or bandages if horses are reason-
ably and judiciously exercised, and more
time taken to condition them. A lhorse
sbould be walko] and trotted at least two
months before he is even cantered, much
less gulloped ; for, if he is thrown at once
into rapid work before he has passed through
this lony p;e;{)mtoxy §easoning process,
his muscles will become sore, his legs will
stock up, and, iustead of progressiog on the
road w condition, he will be going back-
wards, and it will require the best attention
and good judgment to tring him rouund on
tho road to condition,

In preparing colts for their stakes, much
more robust condition cau be obtained by
handling them entirely withuut clothing.
Even in their stalls they are better withount
clothing, for if the natural hair of che nntrain.
ed horse is a sufficient protection from the
fiery sun of summer or the freezing bisst of
winter, why should not the vataral coat of
hair protect the horse when in the stall,
which offers eqnal shelter against the burn-
ing heat and the winter's cold ? The animal
which is properly ted when roaming at large
or unconfined i8 most generally found in
good health, whereas the horse thatis con-
fined within the stall is often, with the bes.
of treatment, afilictsd with various discases.
Wken you come to add hot blankets in hot
weather, in s stall poorly ventilated, never
iept too clean, but oftlimoes suffersd to be-
come very foul, is it any wonder that horses
ahould sicken acd sometimes die from such
treatment, the pulse being kapt up to near
fover tieat in & close stall, and the animal
inhaling the poison which exbales from his
litter, impregnated with ammoais. The
nesrest any animal ean be treated in secord-
auoe with nature, the more robust and
heulthy it will become. Horses need no
clothing when w.lking, unlcss it is some-
thing thin to keep the flies offin hot weather,
for & walk, to & four-leggyd animal, brings
into play all the museles and ligaments of
the whole auimsl. A borse csn always keep
Limself warm by walking, and, of course, he
needs no clothing for & quicker gait, zuch as
trotting, cantering. and gnlloping. Thoss
&nits will not only keep him warm, but cause
him t0 perspir~ ; but many trainers imagine
tlas the horse is not worked at all unless he
scrapes, and hence hie most be blanketed so
that the sweat will be sufficiently protuse for
them to serape it off with the scrapers. if
the weather happens to be warm aud closs,
tho blankets maako him losa tod> much of
the watery particles of the blood, whicu will
xnake the venous blood thick and turgid and
slowin eircalation; and this dark vencus
blood imparts mach of its poison to the
nervoug sysiem, whilst being pumped back
by theheartto ths lungs, 10 exchange ils
carbon for oxygen, and become arterialized

for healthy circulation. Sec and compare
horses teained without clothing and tuose
worked with clithing. The " former will

"

e e v sy senyy Qisdy b Coldagy voatind
off as olten, with the glauds und lungs sub-
jeoted t thosu savera tests of exoessive Lieat
and excessive cold, must become more or
less injuriously affvcled ; and if it only re.
sulls in a cold or cough, which wmay wear off
in a short titne, ho islucky . but if it should
ruppr~ss tho flow of seruni, which lubricates
tho plezra, pucurnonia will set in, and then
your borse is lost, in nino cases out of ten,
If Lis life is saved, it takes many months for
entire recovery, and then lus luugs may bo
so aflected s to render him wortbless for
racing purposes.
{To be Continued.)
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THE FOUR-MILE-HEAT RACE IN
CALIFORNIA.

The four-mil.-heat race, fcr & purse of $5,-
000, to be run over Bay DistricfCourse, San
Frencisco, Cal., on the 22ad Fobruary
next, closed on the 7th inst. with seven sub-
scribers, viz, ¢ Theodore Winters, B. Tin-
nong. John Cutler, W. H. Barnes, \V. Arm-
stror,;, Henry Walch, J. Cairn Simpson and
Mr. Krebs, of Oregon. Subscribers aro al-
lowed uutil the 14th of February to name
what lhnrses they will start, Mollie Me-
Carthy will, in all probability, be tho choice
of Mr. Winters, aud Lady Amanda that of
Mr. Simpson, unless Three Clicers will have
got well of of iis gamo leg by tbat time.
Henry Walch has Sherman, {V. H. Barnes
has Bradley, W. Armstiong will make a
selection from some good stable in the At-
lantic States, and should ha not succeed will
enter Mattie A. ; Mr, Krebs, of Cregon, has
Billy Bigham. The Sacramento subscriber
bas Waddill and Waterford. Joha Cutler
will make his entry known on the 12th,
From present appearances Mollie McCarthy
has the ingide track, but no caloulations
can be made until the starters are named.

THE SPRING HANDICAPS IN ENG-
LAND.

The entries for the great spr"ug handicaps
on the English turf closed on Jan. 6. They
exhibit s slight falling off in numbers, 25

compared with the previous year, when the

entries for the Liverposl Grand National

Steeplechase, City and Suburbsn, Great

Metropolitan, Newmsarket Handicap, and

Chester Cnp aggregated 409, against 890 for
1877. This yrar the Grand National Stesple-
chase has 72 entries. Among them we note
Disturbauce, Reugny, and Regal, the win.
ners of this race in 1878, 1874, and 1876 re-
agoctively, and all owned by one turfman—
the lacky Capt. Machell. The City and
Subarban Handicsp has 127 entrics, among
which are Mr. Sanford’s Mate ; Lord Rose-
bery’s Controversy, The Sasil, Rosbach, and
Brigg Boy; Prince Soltykof's Balfe, Lord
D%Bplin’s Admiral Byng, Mr. Saville’s Earl
o1 Dartrey ; the Duke of Westminster’s Dal-
ham (the winner of this stake in 1875),
Oryanist, Julius Caesar, and Forcrunner.
The Great Metropolitan Stakes has 62
entries, among which are Rosebery (the

double viector of the Cesarewitch aud Cam-
bridgeshire Stakes), Woodlands, Lilliao,
The Wizard, Whitebait, and Pageaut. The
Newmsrket Handicap has 47 entics, in
whiech both Mate and Bsy Final are includ-
ed, as they are slso in the Chestsz Cup,
which boasts of 92 entries. Male isalso

entered for tho Newmarket Juterpational
Handicap, a little over a mile and a quarter;
in the Derby Trial Haundicap at Newwmiarket,
s mile and a balf, zlong with Bay Eaglo aud
Bay Final. Forthe Gold Cap at Asoo} there
ars 81 entries, besides fivo sealed-up momi-

nations, whichywill not bo open until akerthe
runniug for the Oaks, at Epsom. Among
theso entrizs ave the Derby winner Kisber,
the Two Thousand Gaineas and St. Leger
winner Petrarch, Rob Roy, Roseberry, Lillian,
New Holland (the wood Cup whner),
anl Camelia, the dead-Leater for thd‘Onh.

English sparrows are bewng killed at'whole-

sale and sold as anow-birds at Boston.' Over
ove hundred were fcund in one }asket,
recently. ‘

Lusmeo, 1wkl sk 3 Litn & tinp and handle
match in Chatham for $100 or $200 & wmde (I
would yck profer the wo hundred a mde), the
matelr to take place within 30 days from
date ; I could not shoot the mateh under shorter
notico than 30 days. 'To shoot at 50 birds, 31
yanls rise, 80 yards boundry, 13 oaunce of shot,
Chatham Gun Club rules to govorn. Mr. Pike
should know by this timethat Ido not puff or
boast, and I sm sstonizhed that he should make
uso of such langusge ; however, I take it for
what it is worth ; let him show himsell to be
nct what he thinks I aw, by accepting the
sbove. DPloase publish the above, and oblige,
Respectfally yours,

Warrzn Mouusxy,

P, 8,—If Mr. P.scoepts, I will sond my forfeit to
Mr. Riche, Bankin Houase, and will name the
dato of shooting.
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SNUW BIRD SHOOTING.

A snow bird oatch tock placo Isat Tues.
day, 28rd alt., on the Don Yats, far a care
of birds, valued at $10 ; at 18 yards rise, 10
birds each. Tho birds wexo furnished and
trapped by Mr. \Wm. Loanc, and s better 1ot
pover lefb a trap. The match was won easily

by Mr. A. Grifhth.  Mr. Jas. Barrett acted
as referec.

E Tolehard.....ccsvenecrvseress..0011100011—6
A QGriftith......... coerescanseansessn 10111111119
W Smitk, Jr ccccvececcereerese..1001010111—6
J Oalcott.... . +..0110001010—4
E Reod... ...0110101010—5
G Watson........ cverensessss0001000100--2

Afterwards a private match took plase be-
tween Messrs. Tolchard and Wasison, for a
Deer's Head, at 10 birds each, 18 yards rise,
which was won by the former,

E Tolehard..aieesesscerenssnes..0001101100—4
G Watson ....cceceireeeriecesse.. 1000001001 —8

Fedestrianism,

FOOT RACING IN THE SOUTH.

Savaxxau, Ga., Jan. 22,°77,
To ths Editor of Sporting Times:

Dxar S1r.—A foot mace [cawme off bere last
Satarday, 20th, between lke Hariis, a oolored
pedestrian of this city, and John S. Bames, of
Toronto, Ont. The race was for $50, 5C yards.
Barnes won after & hard race by a foot, and rot
oue of the confraband's either. Harris imue-
diately challenged Bames for the smme amount
and distance. This the Canuck won by a bresst.
Thess two sprints being so close, the oolored
man thonght be could outstay Barnes, and for
the third time they ran the course for snother
$50, when the white man showed his superiority
by beating the Afnican four feet. The thres
races were all run jnaide of five minutes time.

McCaul, of Galt, Ont., another Canadian ped.,
15 here, and has been matched to run s eolorcd
man, whoso pame I could nct learn, 150 ynrds,
for $400. A forfeit is up, and the race will be
run for sure. I will send you the result of it.

Bames snd McCaul have made many .fncnds
since their advent among us, and by their gen-
tleroanly deportment are likely to retain them.
They mean to stay in the South during the pro-
sent winter, trving their fortunes among the
colored citirens, many of whom claim sstonish-
ing:ponn of speed for themselves.

banks for Sroxrmne Tines received, snd I
am giad to sec the paper so vapidly making =
name for itself. Mine is read weckly I believe,
by all the Canucks in Savannsh, who tske s
great juterest in tho sports at Lome.

Yours,
New Doxixiox.
-—g...—

Wastos axb O'Laaxy.—Having Qnmgod;{n-
liminaries and sigued articles, bLesides putting
up the necapsury forfeiture mouey, theso two
cminent ** footists™ are 1o oowae togetier on the

2od of April, Mondas, with a viuw tuwards ese-
ing how far each can ben: the other towards
Suaday moming rervices.
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Lewis Jones® Lein Mana Batues, 5 yra, by As.

teroid, dam Black 1080, c0icieniionneaar 3

Rutledge uot placed.
Time—&:33.

Samo Day—Hampton Stakes, for fouryear-
olds ; $50 entranee, 25 if declared YeforeJdan. ),
1877 ; club toadd $400, if {wo or more start.
Two irile heats.

W Wyche's b o Hatteras, 4 yrs, by Red Dick,

dam by PIaBet.ciicennicarsoneansee oo 1 1
P M West's b ¢ Courier, by Star Davis, dam

by Lexiuglon .cicvecivvcanscacnoceees 33

Time—38:50, 3:51.
Same Day—Furse $130, for all i, $105 to
first, 35t0 second. Oneand a half mile dach,

J F Wilson's b g Tom O'Neil, 6 yrs, by Light.
ping, dam Virgin....occeiessicrcsreces
Lewis Jones's br b Brown Asteroid, 4 yrs, by
c %;t)c‘roid, dan ga;oll}&b L.«G s B;
sdinger's ibbie L,4 yre, by Day
Diek, dam by Joe Stoner ...cceonveareseen 8
Timo—3:47.

Jan. 19—Purso $125, for all ages.
first, 35 10 second. Two-mile dash.
W Wyche's b ¢ Hatleras, by Red Dick, dam
by Planet, .ccccieecnticeisacstoiacocase
1, Jones' b g Jim Hiuton, aged, by Rodgers,
dam Madam Honee.oeovinvrecerncmeceeee 3
Time—3:541.
Same Day— Purse—.
J W Wilson's b g Tom O'Neil, by Lightning.. ¥
C W Medinger’s ch g Firs: Cbanoe, by Day-
WO tecacecnonn cecssatasesse secesassaes
West & Hogan's br g , 6 319, by Vaundal,
dam by Wagner .......caueeacasanssonas 8
Time—2:48}.
Jan. 20—Purse $130, for all ages.
first, 30 $0 second. Oue wmile.
Lewis Jones' br h Brown Astercid, & yrs, by
Asteroid, dam Gazells ..c.ocoiacionissee 1
West & Hogan's Aseot, & yrs, by Euquirer,
dam Hinds ...... teeeestesssenteansannn
W Wyche's b { Abdallah, 4 yrs, by Abd.cl-
Kadoz, uam Fanny...covercseccraness
Ratledge not placed.
Time—1:81.
Saws Day—Purse §190, for all ages. 2100 to
first, .20 to second. Oua mile and s hald.
P M Weet's b h Courier, 4 yrs, by Btar Daris,
dmgbzinm......................
O W Medinger's oh £ Liblie I, 4 yrs, by Bay
Dick, dsm by Jeo BLoner «ioeeenacaccoc-e 3
: Time—2:49,
Same Day—Pust Stakes, for all ages; 15
entranoe ; olab to add $100 it two or more siart,
seeond horss o save his entrance mouey. Oue
wmile.
LawinJones* ob I, by Lynchburg, dam by '
£ tecoemiecsvscrssreratnsssanonans
W P Bureh's ch ¢ Main DBrace, by Prussisn,
damby Charley Ball ....ccveneianicnceee 8
Time—1:58

$100 to

$160 to

Same Day—Prirse $190, {ox all ages. $100 %0

‘frat, 90 10 second ; welter weights ; two miles,

over ¢ight hurdles.
Iawhlommim Hinten, aged, dy Rod-
gees, dam m HOuss «.vooeeeresnenes
West & Hogan's br g Prang, 6 yrs, by Vandal,
anm by WAgDEr ...ccvoconsacnnns ceseess B
L Cadie’s ch g Doad Shot, aged, by Muggins.. 3
* Time—i:ll.

The following sra the weizhts carried )z
horses ronning under the Rules of the Sou
Carolina Joekey Club : EHorses 7 yrs, and op.
wanls, earry 120 pounds ; 6 yra, 118 1be ; 8§ vrs,
11218 ; 4 yre, 104 1ba ; 3yrs, 90 lbe; 8 yrm,
75 1bs.
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Waite StockiNus.—With the sale report
of this fine trolting gelding is also going the
rounds of the press the itom which asys that
ho is out of the dam of Knusas Chiel. He is
pot out of tho dam of Kansas Chief, and ib
is a hundred {o ono that the dam of Kansas
Chief s not known.

Sark of Jack Trice.—Cn the eonclusion
of the races at Cuarleston last Saturdsy, tho
cliestout horse Tack Trixg, 6 318, by Lighi-
ning cat of Sallls Morgau, by Revenne, until
thyen owned by Mr. J. F. Wilson, was sold
to & colored *¢ eapitalist " for $150.

Several partios in Stratford have racently
lost valuable dogw, and from the thorough
raid thiat has Leon made it is quite evident
sthat the thieves undersivod their business.

Nearly every huund owned in the town bas
been spirited away.
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