et ‘

fited by them, though indirec tly the whole

city benefits, 1 eonsider this unjust,”
“How ean it be unjust* A wan's unim-

proved property certainly gains in \'uluv}

by these improvements," !

*And hence you think the eity has al
right to mulet him o the whole amount of ¢

this gain or even heyond it ¥ H
“ Tt never goes beyond it it hardly ever;
reaches it |

“ 1 begagain to differ from you, for I know |
eases where the owners of lots had o p:l,\‘;
from $700 to 800 for improvements which |
did not inerease the value of their property !
by 500, and 1 know a ease where a ity
openeda street through a cemetery, renders |
ing it herehy useless for its purposes,  The !
city gave tor the eontiseated pirt of the |
property the sum of 1,800, and charged the
cemetery for street improvemoent $1,788,
thus confiscating an acre of property for
$12, No, Sam, ) thiok that the value of
such improvements is real only to the eity
as sueh, but problematical to the owner of 1
property, and therefore the eity ought to
pay for its streets,” i

“But don’t you see, Mick, that it finally !
amounts to the same thing, as the same
rule applies to all,”

*This is aomistake, Tt does not amonnt
to the same thing. for one street is wide
the other narrow, one Ievel, the other
rising, one clay, the other stone, and eonse-
quently the improvement s much more ex- |
pensive inone ease than in another, whilst
the practical gain is often inan inverse |
ratio.”
t this pass, Mick, Bt you attacked |
also aur gen system ol taxation,  What |
do you mean by this = ?

“ Well, we have two kinds of taxes, the i
direct and the indireet, orinternal revenue, |
As to the direet taxes, 1 told you how 1
consider the taxes unjust in their appor-
tionment, and may add that some parties |
are working hard to commit a new outrage
by taxing church property.*”

AN outrage ¥ Why, I consider it pers |
fectly just,  1s church property not a !
marketable property - And why should 1 ‘
pay for my hamble cottage, when a con- |
gregation owning a palatial building worth |
thousands goes free, simply because they |

use this building for religious worship #
“This is the very reason why churches
ete., ought to be exempted, A building de-
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| thing never happened,

cand thus spent again in the serviee of God,

L upon

voted to worship does not helong to nan,
ut 1o God, and will you dare tax God for
His own property #**

* 1 do not see how you can eall God the
owner, since every denomination or part of
adenomination elaims jts religious build-
ings as their You would not be willing
to abandon your ehureh tyothers, not even
to co-religionists,  Does this not prove that
yYou eonsider the building as yours to the
exclusion of others, and this is the very
detinition of property

“This is true only in regard to its use, :
nev in regard to its title,  Those who con- ]

Ptribute to the building of the chureh doy ‘

not thereby  become sharcholders, Pheie

contributions were donations to God, they

became God's own, and will remain s0," l
* Yet we hearof churels trustees selling

churches,™ l
* Yes, but what heesmes of the purehase |
money * I8 it given back to the original

contributors, as it the ¢ mgregation was
ijoint stoek company - At least, as far s
Catholie ehurehes are eoncerned, such Y
When a ehareh is
sold, becanse it isinconveniently situated, op
the space too small, the money obtained hy
the sale is used for building a new chureh,

noaeword, it is God's, and remains God's,
Now, when a crowd of infidels or fanatics
levy taxes upon ehurehes, they levy upon
God, to whom the whole ¢ mntry belongs,
and thisisan act of picty, an outrage,
that will eertainly not bring any
us. Not even the rudest
nations ever dared do sueh a thing,*

* However, these ehurehes are not, dead
pronerty, but sourees of revennes,'”

* Revenues for whom ? — For God again,
The money obtained is not distributed
amongst the people, but used in divine
vorship, and hence does not alter the

pagin

¢ase,

*Ard what have you against our internal
revenues ¥ Are they unjust, ton 2"

* Decidedly so, and more so than the
direet taxes,  There are certain articles
singled out for this revenue, and taxed bes
yonud all proportion,*

1 suppose you allude chietly to liquor
and tobaceo,  But in this ease the govern-
ment not only intends to raise a reventue,
but also to repress these viees, by rendering
the articles expensive, Besides, these are




