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againg its uge. All use of ardent spirits (i. e. as adrink) is an abuse.
They are mischievous under all circumstrnces.”—Dr. Cheyne, of
London, states, that they are most like opium inileir nature, and most
like arsenic in their delcterious effects,—And Dr, I'rank declares, that
their tendency, even when used moderately, is, to induce discase, prema-
turc old age, and death;—Dr. T'rotter, that of all the evilsof human
life, no cause of discase has so wide a range, or so large a share as the
use of spirituous liquors; and that more than half of all the sudden deaths
are occasioned by them. Dr. Harris states, that the moderate use of
spirituous lquors has destroyed many who were never drunk;—Dr.
Kirk gives it ag his opinion, that such men as were never considered in~
temperate, by daily regular drinking, have often shortened life more than
twenty years; and that the respectable use of this poisen kills more men
then even drunkennessitself.—Dr. Wilson gives it as his opinion, that the
use of srivit in large citics causes more discases than confined air, un-
wholesomnie exhalations, and the combined influence of all other evils.

And says thai celebrated physician, Dr Cheyne, Dublin, Ireland, after
thirty years’ extensive psactice and ohservation, “I.ct ten young men be-
gin at twenty-onc years of ageto use but one glass of two ounces 2 day,
and never increase the quantity, nine out of ten of those young men wiil
shorten life morcthan ten years.” Medical writers throughout the
world testify that ardent spirit is & poison, which cannot be used without
injury; which causes discase; and which shortens human life.

A large proportion of deaths even of those, only, which come under
the notice of medical men, are stated on their authority to be occasioned
by intoxicating liquors. Cf 77 persons found dead ir: diffevent places, 67
accoiding to the Coroner’s inquest, were occasioned by strong drink.

Their usc impairs, and in many cases destroys reason.  Of 781 mani-
acsin different insane hospitals, 392 according to the testimony of their
own friends, were rendered maniacs by strong drink; and the physicians
gave it as their opinion, that this was also the casc with many others
The love of strong drink and the pronencss to mania, says Dr. Pearson,
are,with regardto each other interchangeablecauses; and why should not
this be the case? Ardent spirits, says Dr. Kirk, contains a narcotic stim-
ulant, with similar propertics of opium; with this addition, that it is more
immediately irritating to the tissues of the body, it is absorbed into the
blood, circulates through the lungs, and is exhaled through the numer-
ous vessels containing the circvlating blood of these organs, and.not only
so but the vessels of the braiu, are loaded with it. I dissected a man,
who died of intoxication—the operation was performed a few hours af-
ter death. In the two cavities of the brain, the lateral ventricles, was
found the usual quantity of limpid fluid—when we smelled it, the odor
of the whislkey was distinetly visible, and when we applicd the candle to
a portion in 2 spoon, it actually burned bluc—the lambent blue flame
characteristic of the poison, playing on the surface of the spoon for some



