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personal, te the arbitration of a select number oi
judieious frieads, in whom they can exorcise mutual
confidence.'

lIt was subsequently moved by 11ev. S. WAII,
of Nottingham ; seconded by 11ev. John Kennedy:
of Stepney -

£That varions charges of nnfiitlhfulness to the
sacred principles of evangelical trutli having recetitly
been made against the body of (Congregational
ministars, this meeting deem it incumnbent te ex-
press their deep and deliberate conviction that such
itnpttatiour, are tinfoundcd and uni ast ; and they
herehy record thair assurance, that the ininisters of
our churches, as a body, maintairi an unahated
attachmient, to those great Christian principles on
which they have beau iucorporated from the tinie
cf their formation ; but, white the meeting would
eamnastly comrnend a faitbful adherence to the
essentiat, truths of the gospel, and a prominent and
utimistakable exhibition of tbemn in tbe pulpit,
tlîey would earnestîy desire that a charitable con-
struction, shonld ho put upon the termes in wbich
they are expressed, and that tlley should, on al
occasions, ho maintained and vindicated in a Chris-
tian spirit.'

An address lias heen published by.1r. Jamas,which
ho hý%d intended to deliver at the autumnal meet-
ing of the Co.-gregational Union, which was to bave
been held at Cheltenhaxa, entitled : IlThe Rivulet
Controversy: A Tract for the Timacs; or, Spaak-
ing the Truth in Love." Ile attempts te reconcilo
the opposite parties, which hoe consîders have allowed
parsonal elaments to enter too freely into, tho con-
troversy.

The following are a few of the mcst important
oxtracts frona the address z-

r mnade the 8ubject of ridicule and satire. In some
I cases, wbere a sound theology is retained, it ap-

pears to nie to be held with too stight an idea of
its vast importance as the mneans of ail spiritual
life. It is maintained as a creed, or a kind of reli-
(ions science, whicli cannet bo logically disproved
but it is kept sadly ia the back-ground, as il' wo
could carry on religion without it, and treated as a
thing by itself, wvbich lias no vital connection with
Christian experience. We liear, indeed, a great
dleal about 'spiritual life,' but it i8 a lire apart
from spiritual truth,-a kiad of religions, poetic sen-
timentatisn, or of merely a zealous activity,-a life

*and an asctivity that may ho carried on upon almoat
any system of doctrine. A negative theology-1
scarcely like to use a phirase so bandied about, yet
iL is a very oppressive one, and I can fiad no euh-
stitute for it,-is alniost sure, if it ho long main-
taiaed, to end ia positive heresy. If the ground
he not occupied with the plants of truth, the weeds
of error will be sure to spring up. And 1 confes
that, without being panic-stricken at aIl, 1 ses
many things, wbich way soever I Iook) that make
<ne serions and sad. Tiiere is in Borne quartera, if
nlot among us yet lin other places, a mischievous
operation going on, of chipping, and filing, and
edging away Christian truths, until they square
theinselves to their places in modern philosophies.
But a17 these attenapts ' to render IlPauline no-
tions" loto the graceful equivalents of "modern
thoughit," give us a pbilosopby which philosophers
ray well scoff at, and a theology which biblical,
theologians ought to denounce as littie botter than
ccvert Atheism.' The whole evangelicaî church
is coraing into a crisis, and aIl the great varities of
religions belief, which we thought had been eettlad,
are going to bo tried over again. Mfay God carry
ns and aIl others safely through the criais I 1 bear
in recollaction that our body a century and a-11alf
a.go, had one great laps from truth. Most of tho

<'For years past, there bas been gradually fcrm- out of those that wero once Trinitarian. And it
ing among raading, thoughttul, and devout men, cati neitîaer ha deuied nom concealed, that some of
both in thc miaistry and out of iL, an undergrowth the periodicals sustaitpd; by that body are alraady
of conviction, impatient of, if not hostile to, mnany Of rejoicing in the hope of another defection. May
those mnetaphysical foirms in which the taachings Of their hopes net-ar ho realizad ; and, in order that
Christianity have heen distorted and stereotyped they may not, mnay a spirit of enligbitenad and boly
hy tlie dogmatismu of theological schools.' 1 am zeal for trutli he pourcd ont upon cur nwinisters, and
afraid the meaning of ,*tis is but too Obvions, and e&'peciahly the younger portion of thera ; and may a
that, if followed ont, it will lead to a naw tbcology, spirit of aarnestnass and importunate supplication
mot only in ferma, but in substance. I amn happy, pervade our churches for the presarvatin of Sound
however, in the conviction, that the theological doctrine among us.>
taaching cf our collages ie the inculcation cf a sonnd
orthodoxy, and that, in the main, the doctrines held rmliso3yMgne
by our ancastors, the Puritans and the Noncon- FonMsfnr aaie
formists, are the divinity of our sente of learning. POLYNESIA.
I believe the great body cf our minieters still hold EXTENT OF NATIVE AGOlO
fast thesc. mementous trutbs. But I will net con-
ceai my apprahensions, and thay are painful ouee, AIl the missions la Polynesia have availed tham-
that a few et our young ministers, la their anxiety selves largely of native assistance. The Episco-
to avoid a stereotyped phraseology, which, if the palians in New Zealand, the Wealeyans ini Tonga,
change be confinad to this, would net ha mischieons, Feejea, and New Zealand, the Congregatiorkaliets la
are la soe danger cf giving up truths which were the New Hebrides, and the missionariee cf the Lon-
stereetyped ncarly aigliteen cenLuries ago upon the don Society, early adopted this age.ncy. In New
page cf revelation, and weroi intended by the Author Zealand the Church Missionary SeLiaety employa 418
of inspiration te ba stereotyped thare fer ail agas native agents; the Wasleyan Society has in ita three
and ail generations. IL is an age of liberalism and missions just named, 75 catechists and 833 local
independent thinking, and this is fanding its ws.y preachers ; the London Missionary Society has ini
into cur minietry te such an extent, that, la the Samoa alone nearly 200 natives, danomainated teach-
anxiety to get ont of the old and deep rats, sme ers, each having the oversight of a %illage, conduot-
acld the danger of gatting off the rails. It iS one ing prayar meetings, and achoola for iLs adults and
raielanchely symptocf the age, that orthodexy, cbildren, and preaching twe or three times a-week.
if by one party iL lias beconie almoet a cant The eniployment of natives was net altogethar the
term, is by the other pronouncod with a 8neer, or resuît of previffl desig4i1, Th.e ald wa offéredl Trho


