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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

Fu—

The moderate strictures on the statements of the
Christiun Messenger, which appeared in the last issue
of the Z'ribune, scem to be altogether too tame to
satisfy the views of many who are interested in the
wrung thit Las boen done, as s evident from the
number of communircations which claim a place in
this number, amply charged with severe animadver-
sions. As one only of these letters can be published,
preference is given to the following, as it is the pro-
duction uf & dedddedly strict Baptist, and it is cer-
tainly desirable that the Christian community should
know in what light many of this class view the big-
oted and strangely-absurd Regularism of the Aes-
senger and its editur, whose eatras agances must sovn
be <o familiar to all;) as tu render it quite unnceessar)
to notice any of his representations.

Qo the Iditor of the Gospel Tribune.

Mr. Eotvur,—WHhilst looking over an cditorial,
scveral wechs ago, in the Christian Messenger, on the
re-urganization of the Canada Baptist Univn, the
operativns of which commenced in 1836, and were
sucpended in 1848, your correspondent perecived at
once the disingenuous bias of that orgaun. At the
time, it oceurred to the writer that the Christian pub-
lic should be furnished with facts corrective of the
misrepresentations of the Jrssenger, but he presumed
that some one more competent than himself would
probuably undertakethe task. e is notignorant that
this expectation, to a certain degree, has been rea-
lized, and, for aught he is aware, more may have
been doue in the same direction.

This is one reason which he assigns for having
deferred to interfere until so late a date; in addition,
he has been visited with domestic afilictions, which
for wecks have ocenpied his attention.

e is confident that the Christian Messenger stands
in a falsc position in ridation to the following facts .

1. In endorsing the presumptions of the Montreal
Witness as to the constitutivn and olyeet of the re-or-
ganized Univn.  The Messenger hnows perfectly well,
onc must suppose, that it is neither an open commu-
nion Union, nor has the remotest idea of uniting with
the congregational Union.  Can the Messenger Le ig-
norant that it is the very TUnion which existed before
that of which the watch-word is “ Regular” had a
visibility—that which brought into operation the
Baptist College—the Montreal Register—for years
mainiy sappurted the Grande Ligne Mission—sus-
tained missionary interests and feeble churches, &¢.?
Is he so ignorant of that Union which brought the
ti Rev. T. L. Davidson, A. M., Brantford, C. W.,;” and
others of minor notoriety, out of obscurity, furnish-
jng free tuition, board, &c., &', to students of limited
meaus? Why did be enter the College of a Society,
which, as soon as he graduated, he repaid with mis-
repecsentation and denouncement 7 It would seem
that hic did not study very closcly the moral of the
serpent in the fable, which when warmed, stung its
benefactor.

2. In the contempt with which he speaks of the
above Union. If vanity and conceit would allow

him to form a correct estimate, he would admit that
the carcer of Regularism from the starting of the
Evangelical Pioncer, down to the quiescence of McClay
Cullege, has been much more notorivus for noise and
antagonism than the promotion of denominational
interests.

3. He leaves the public to infer, that all the mem-
bers of this Union are open communionists.  If he is
ignorant of the facts, he ought to have informed him-
self; if he is not, he is knowingly propagating false
impressions. Upon cither supposition, justice de-
mands a redress at his hands. From the circum-
stances under which the organization took place, the
greater aumber of its members are open; but it
should be treated, not according to a circumstance,
Lut according to its constilutivre, besides, there are
sume open communion ministers’ names entered by
the * Rev. T. L. Davidsbn™ & Co., on the list furnished
the Canadian Almanac, and there are several church-
¢s, and a still greater number of iudividuls, whose
sympathies are not with this Regularism, who, not-
withstanding, arc close communionists. A little ex-
planation, in many instances, will convince one how
far many are imposed upon by-the misrepresenta~
tions of the Messenger.

4. Instead of inserting in the columns of the Mes
senger with such self-complacency, extracts of com-
ments by American Editors upon his own misrepre-
sentation of the C. B. U., he ought to have corrected
their false impressions, even at the expense of such
adulterations as appear ¢ in the dignified language cf
the Christian Messenger.” It is not an iwpression
among the crudite on this side the Lakes, that any
special dignity characterizes the editorials of the
Messenger.  The editorial designation, ¢ Qurself,’—a
rather unusual compound—-may have attracted the
notice of his classic cumpeers heyond the Lines:
wiTuERTn the Baptists in Canada published credita-
ble denominational organs.

5. The Messenger did not see fit to disclose to the
public what led more directly to the re-organization
of this Union last June. Ue councealed the fact that
the “Rev. T. L. Davidson” & Co., suppressed the
names of numbers of Baptist Ministers (some of them
eminent) from the list they furnished the Canadian Al-
manac, n transaction which ought to bave put them
to the blush , a transaction, tov, which brought at
least one close communionist to Toronto vu the 13th
of June. \FVill the Messenger say of this moral forgery
what he says of his wholesale misrepresentations of
the re-organized Union, * Wedid not wrie a line which,
dying, we would wish to blot ! Vain Messenger, thon
hast thy day. The C. B. U. may adupt the sentiment
of an ancient parable, “If ye then have dealt truly
and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house thig
day, rejoice in Abimalech, and let him also rejoice in
you; butifnot,” &c.

The writer would add, that he cherishes respect
for worthy brethren of the Regular Union, that he is
in antagonism only with vanity, misrepresentations,
and ultraisms. Ile is convinced that we should
# speak truth every man to his neighbour,” and that
our short sojourn should be spent in tho develope-
ment of the Christian element,
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