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Poultry Notes—No. 10,

Ticaring Duchs.

No farmer or faneier ought to be without o few
ducks m his poultry yard; thewr appetite is such
that almost auy kind of fool will supply them ; they
piek up the waste food leit by other fowls, and grow
fat upon 1t. In the barnyards, m gardens, and in
pastures, they ave alike useful and beneficial. In
China, the rausing of duchs by artificial hatehing 13
carrted on to'a very great extent; establishments
for such purposes are erceted, and the business re-
duced to a regular system, giving employment to a
large number of hands. In the garden or the vine-
yard young ducks are of great benefit as insect de-
stroyers ; 1t 13 truly wonderful with what diligence
they dart after all kinds of bugs, thrips, flies and
snails. As layers they are also very useful, laying a
great many eggs, and as a table fowl, a young duck
13 hard to be surpassed.

Among poultry breeders there arve three varietics
of ducks, each of which stands high, although a num-
ber of other varicties are still bred and have their
aduurers as well as their good qualities to recommend
them. The three best known varieties are the Ayles-
bury, wlich is a pure winte ; the Rouen, which in
color resembles the wild Mallard, and indeed may be
said to be lus exact counterpart; and the Cayuga,
which is a pure black, with occasional white feathers
on the breast. The Aylesbury commences laying
early in the season, earlier than the Rouens, but
the Rouens (a IFrench breed) are more precocious
birds, arriving at matunty at the age of three months.
The Rouen, too, i3 a hardier Quck than the Aylesbury,
and would thrive wheie the Aylesbury would die,
and is a good layer of green coloved eggs. Tt s sad
that & cross between the Rouen and Aylesbury is
much esteemed ; but as we have never scen any, we
cannot speak of our own knowledge. It does no doubt
tend to make the Aylesbury hardier, but does not in-
crease their laying capalnhitics, although it may tend
to make the flesh jucrer.  Three ducks are sufficient
to one drake ; and as saon as they have laid a setting
of egge, they should be placed under a hen and
hatched. It 15 of great mmportance to have ducks
carly, whicls can only be procuted in this way.
Ducks seldom sit ; butaf they show signs of incuba-
tion, they ought to be allowed to persist in therr de-
sire.  From twelve to fitteen eggs are not too many
tolet a duck have, and if possibie persuade her to
sitin a place of yourown choosing—by the way. a
very ditlicult thing to de 3 but in whatever place she
persists m sitting. she ought not to be disturbed by
any other fowls, She will very soonlearn to leave her
nest only when necessary 3 and o enable her to do
so, the door of hier house, 11w a duck-house, should
be left open for her return after her usual bath and
food-taking, then closing it agan to keep out the
other fowls. \Vhen ubous to leave she wijl cover her
eggs carefuily, and never abscnt herselil beyond the
time necessary. The tinc of meubation is twenty-

cight days, and during the hatching out of the duck-

lings she ought not to be disturbed, nether should
she be shut up afterwards; forf deprived of lib-
erty, she will most assuredly destroy the young
ducklings. If hatched under a hen, of course the
treatment will be but hitle different from that of
chickens during the tune of hatching ; and it may be
well to mention here that it is much better, if cir-
cumstances permit, to hatch several broods in the
carly part of the scason, othcrwise, if but few old
ducks are kept, many young ones cannot be raised.
The use of an egg tester in hatching duck eggs is very
obvious; after a few days all the stenle cggs can be
rejected, and by tlis means a great saving of hens'
tune made  After the dueklings are all hatched,

they ought not to be disturbed for twenty-four hours,
after which they will be 1eady for food. A httle
"hatd buiked zg mine b and nagad with oatanal will
Le very suitable foul.  After a few days they may
have oatmeal mixed with milk, rice boiled on milk
and mixed with oatmeal, with wheat screeunings or
such other kind of giain st readily obtaingbl .
Duchlings ought to be hept dry and not pernutted to
Liave aceess Lo water exceptinyg to drink, a3 it vl be
futal to them to get thuroughly wet.  This may seem
stiange to a large number of persuns, when they con-
sider that water is their natural clement ; neverthe.
les8, it is true that ducklings should never Leallowed
ta swim in a pond or uther place until they have put
off their downy, and put vn their natural feathering.
Tt may be ovceasivnally noticed, during aheavy shower
of rain in warm weather, that all of 2 sudden young
ducks stand still, get quite rigid and stiff, turn their
beak upwards and tumble clean over, usually with a
crook in their neck, and if not found at once and
proper rénedies applied, frequently never recover.
Anearly similar catastrophe overtakes themifalloned
into a large pan of drinking water, so frequently
placed in their yard or pen by breeders, more espe-
cially if the water is cold. You leave them apparently
all quite well and enjoying themselves in the highest
degree, swimming about, and diving as none bat
ducks can do, and as nimble as bees; after & feu
minutes’ absence you return to find one stretched here
and another there, all apparently lifeless, and as pre-
viously described. This is cramp, oceasioned by
allowing them to have too free access to water befure
being duly feathered.  The best remedy we know for
this disease is to place the duckling in flannel near a
stove, and give it ten drops of spirits—gin is tad to
be best—diluted with five drops of water ; this must
be repeated two or three times at intervals of half an
hour, when in all probability a perfect cure wall be
cfiected.  Prevention is, however, better than enre.
The utmost extent of indulgence that should be allow.
ed young ducks in water, beyond the quantity requured
for drinking, is oceasionally on a warm day to allow
them a shallow dish with a little tepid water to wash
in. In case of wet or showery weather they should
be securely shut into a dry shed or other similar place.
I ducks are kept in the same yard with fowls there

is always difficulty in feeding each separately, a thing
very much to be desired.  Some time sinee there ap-
peared in the oAmerican A griculturist a simple Lut
very ingenious contrivance for feeding duchs, and at
the same time not allowing chickens to share ther
foud  The food for the ducks is placed m a square
dust-pan in which a few bricks are laid, filling the
middle of the pan to prevent the food being shoved
beyond their reach, thena box is turned over the pan
and contents, and supported upon a brich under each
corner.  After a little experience the ducks learn to
run their flexible necks under the box and fill them-
selves while the disconsolate hens can get nothing.
“ed in this way ducks increase rapidly in weight. In

turn the chickens have to be fed, and the pian adopted
is equally ingenious as the other.  On two banels or
wooden horses lay a board or two, and on this the
food ; the chickens fly up and take their meal, wlnle
the ducks stand looking on, unable to reach the much

desired prize.  Of the Rouen duck Mr. Hewitt wnites:
‘Y am confident that the Ronens are the most profit.
able of all the duck tribe; they are more lethargic,
and consequently more speechly fattened than any
others; they lay great nunbers of large cggs of a
blue green color, the shell being much thicker than
in the eggs of the Aylesbury breed. The flesh is of
' the highest possible flavor, and infivst-rate specimens
is abundant in quality. I have frequently kuown
young ducks, of only nine or ten wecks old, to weigh
'when killed twelve pounds the Kmir, and i some in-
stances evenmore than this,”  When desirable to fat-
ten young ducks for market, it is a good plan to shut
them up in & small house, and feed on oats, bran or
oatmeal placed in a shallow vessel of about one-half
to two inches dec{) ; with a hittle gravel nuxed mn the
bottom they will lay on flesh very rapidly. DButina
subscquent paper we will treat Lhis subjeet more fully,

The Muscovy or Musk Ducl.

The appellation of Musk or Muascovy is applied to
this Jduck, because it is thought its plumage emits
the odor of musk. Jt is a native of the warmer
regions of South Ameriva, and is found i the
namerous groups of i-lands wlich stud the Pacific

! Ocean; it isalso found in Brazil, hence it is some-
»

times catled the Brazilian Duck. They are of varions
colors, but commonly of black and white ; they are
awso of clear white. The American standard of ex
cellence does not recognise vhis breed, although men.
tioned by several of their poultry writers and bred
by them. DBewent considers the black the handsomest
varicty, the most productive, aid the one that yiclds
the finest flavored flesh ; the black are glossed with
green on the back, and changeable as they are exposed
to the sun. In the domestic state, says the same
authority, it exhibits every variety of color like the
conunon duck., At one time the male is white; in
other instances, both male and female are of a lead
culor, yellowish, with more or less white. A crest,
uevatud or depressed at pleasure, rises from the
back of the neek, and a searlet fleshy space surrounds
the eye, continued from scarlet caruncles at the base
of the bill.  The colors of the legs and feet vary
with that of the plumage, being mottled in dull flesh
color and black, according to the tints of the latter,
The figure is of an extrémely clongated character,
and the shortness of their legs increase their etumpy
appearance. It is not fond of water and will scldom
30 near 2 pond. The voice of the drake is very harsh
and croaking, and the female is comparatively silent.
As layersthey are inferior to the Aylesbury or Rouen ;
the eggs are of a dull white, and small in proportion
to the size of the bird. Some assert that they lay
two or three times a year; the period of incubation
is about five weeks. The male pairs readily with the
domestic duck, and the produce is of large size, but
the hybrid, it is said, i3 unprolific. The female will
also pair with the common drake, and the hybrid
thus produced has a decp green plumage, and is des-
titute of the red caruncled membrane on the checks,
as well as the musky odor of the rump gland of the
inusk duck. The drake i3 very pugmacious, cross
and quarrelsome with other poultry; e frequently
attacks small children, manifests but little affection
to his female pavtner, and none towards the offspring.
Though a voraciony feeder and a prolific breeder, it
is casily fattened, but is not looked upon as & profit-
able bird for the ponltiy-yard.  Mr. Wright makes
the following remarks in his Punltry Cook in reference
to this breed :—

“Tur Muscovy o Musk Duci seems to be a
comparatively distinet species, as the progeny of a
cross between them and the more common kinds 1s
found decidedly unfertile, at least when bred niter se,
though we Ubelieve they have been bred with the
parent strains. The distinet habital of the wild
species is also in faver of this view ; for whilst the
Mallard extends through the northern regions, in-
cluding both America and Europe, and probably cven
Asia, the Musk, Duck is found wild only in the
warmer regions of South America. Its district
ranges from Guiana to Paraguay, but it doesnot 1ni-
grate, which is another strong argument in favor of
its distinct origin.  In Brazil it is extensively domces-
ticated, and is indeed the duck of the country ; and
it is also domesticated thronghout both England and
great part of Europe, patticularly in Germany. The
name is derived from an odor of mush which per-
vades the skin, but which is not presentin the flesh
when covked ; and Muscovy is obvirusly only a cor-
ruption of this term. The Wild Musk Duck is stated
by all traveliers to be a very active bird, even flying
to the trees when alarmed, and passing the night in
the same situation, perching upon the branches,
which again mavks a very wide distinetion between
Cairina Moscha and sAnas Bosclas. The nest too
is sometines built in the branches, sometimes in &
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