1869.
geut workman can soon learn how to bring
up his drains.

The best time for commencing draining
operations is when the weather i3 dry, par-
ticnlarly where the soil is silly, as the work-
men’s feet in the gripswonld cause the silt to
purge, and fill up the trenches azsoonuathey
were cut; or the silt, not heing dry, would
get into the drains.and choke them up.  The
time for putting in drains ought to be regn.
lated by the cropping and other circum.
stances. A good time would he as soon as
spring has completely taken the frost out of
the gronnd. and the land js suticiently drs
to allow operations to be cacried onj or
they might be put in when the crop hiag hoen
taken off the lund. about the end of Aungust
or beginning of September. They ought

then to be slightly covered over with eavih.

and allowed to remain so for a month or six
weeks, a3 thereby the operations will e
greatly assisted, and the work of the drains
advanced one season. It is a bad plan to
cover up draing immediately after they ave
laid in. By keeping them open, the trenches
ov grips tet the air get into the ground,
which it can only do after they have been
tilled in, when the drain by its working has
drawn ont the water, which does not take
place thoroughly, sometimes, fur two or
three yeara. Thus the action ot the dmin is
retarded, and more especially on land that
is only being broken in.and the return for
the money is longer in coming in,
e ¢ @ PP G o e

Seeding to Grass.

If we wished to have good pasture, and
intended the land to be hroken up by the
plongh at the end of twe years from the
time of seeding, we would =ow nothing but
clover at the rate of twelve to fiflecn pounds
peracre, We know many will say thisis a
heavy seeding, and it is abont deuble the
amoimt usnally given by the generalily ot
farmera : but it must be remembered that
only a liberal seeding will insure suceess in
obtaining a good stand with so uncertain and
capricionga plant as clover, when it is sown
alone.  As soon as the young plants arewell
up, a dressingof onie tushel of dry nnleached
wood ashies per acre. sown hroadeast, will
greatly help them to get established in the
<0il and regist the diought of summer.  Some
advise sowing plaster, but it isbest to beap
plied the suceeeding year. when the clover
haa got frirly rooted jn the soil. Sown on
any grain crop. especially barley, which is
the he:t on which to <end down clover, plas.
ter has the cifect of retarding the ripening of
the grain, and in¢reases only the amount of
straw produced.

For a permanent meadow—one thatis to
be mowerd and pastured alternalely for a
number of years—there IS nothing equal to
timothy grass. Thisplant is perfectly hardy,
and withstands the severest of onr win-
ters without injnry, and if sound seed and
enongh of it is sown, there need be no fiil-
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ure to ohtain a good stand of grass, at what- | ...generally in the fall on winter wheat, ov
cver time it may be sown. Itis a question jvery carly in  spring, before the snow
a4 to the proper amount of seed required per { melts,

acre of timothy, It lasts for years, growing | Of the English grasses, the hest known
in stools of bulhs that eilarge and spread ! hore and most nsed at home is the Orehard
from year to yvear, somewhat after the man. | Grass, Dactylis qlomerale,  Sown e the rate
ner of a potato onjon, and shonld neverbe of one hushel peracre, this is one of the most
tao elosely cut or pastured down,  Qwing 10 valned and common of the pasture grasses,

the fact that timothy, if too clesely aeeded,
will grow weak and spindling, and that it
seldom produces a good cropuntil the <tools
have hegun to form and spread, it is advan-
tageous to sow clover in the proportion of
theee-fiuths by weight, or 8ome other grass,
along with it, to fill up the ground for the
first yearor two,  The clover g0on gets win-
ter-killed out; and if not, the v 1wothy, asit
spreads over the ground, displaees the clo-
ver,  Red-top is sometimes sown with timo-
thy, though niore generally it springs up

unot only of Eurape, but alwo of Asia amd
" Africa. It grows rapidly, to a height of three
feet, ripens carlier than timothy, and fur-
' nishes a rapidly-growing, dense and nutri-
“tive aftermath, and resists ihe effects of
drought rvemarkably well, but should b2
clocely eropped when used as pasture.

Italinn Rye Grass, Lolium Halicsa, 7= ave-
other European grass of valne. It requites
two bushels per acre, stands drought well,
and is adapted to moist clayey soils, where
itgives & heavy yicld of herbage of good

spontanconsly, We, however, do not like
reddop grass, and for hay alone we prefer
the timothy only, ov with a small admixture
of clover.  Timothy, althongh a very nutri- | —_—
tious and fattening grass for stock, gives but  Having heen interested in the mannfacture
little aftermath when mown for hay, and ; 3nd practical nses of Jand plaster for over
therefare, fn seeding down land that is ve. thirty years, and after studying its effects
quired for pernancnt pnsturage, expecially ' Bron the various erops to which I have ap-
for sheep, other grasses must be introduced plied itfrom time to time, I am induced, for
that witl afford a constant succession of her. the henefit of the farmingcommunity., te sub-
mit the resnlt of my experiments and expe-
. vience with grpsum, a3 a top-dressing oz
We think the Rnglish prac(icc of sowing clover, roots and b.'ll‘](‘)’, to which crops 1
several kinds of grass seed together might be « pave applied it with excellent resuts,
carried out here to advan tage for permanent Itis alsn a useful adjunet in barn-yards,
meadows. So little bag been done in that ogihles, pigsties anad cesspools, where it
respect here, that it becomes = difficult mat-. auahy to he freely and constantly used, to
ter to know what grasses to recommend, prevent the eseape of the ammonia evolved
with a certainty thatthey will suceeed inonr | from decaging urine and animal matter,
climate, and few farmers are inclined to try|  There is no dQoubt that its action. when
the costly experiment of procuring seed from | sown as a top-dvessing npon growing crops,
England to test the matter. Probably the is wliolly atmospheric. thatits aflnity for the
hest grass we could obtain, a8 giving a large { ammonia, with which the common air is
amonnt of natritious herbage duaving the, pighly impregnated, hy the gases constantly
latter paxt of summer and throngh the an- ghrawn off from decomposing matter. causea
tumn, ig the Poa pratensis, known under the [j¢ ¢ty attmet and fix those floating essences.
names of Spear Grass, Smooth Meadow | jor the nuse and benelic of the ereps to which
Qrass, (Green firass, and in Kentacky as gypaum has heen so applied : and though it

quality.

On the Application of Land Plaster.

hage thronghout the season.

Blue Grass. Ttisin a measure indigenous
to the conntry, although said to have been
inteaduced fram Euvope, and springs up
spontancously in old rich meadows. This is
the most valuable natura! grass of America.
and its prevalence in pasturage is a sign of
the land being in good heart and well tilled.
On poor or hadly tilled land it is rarely
ssen. The seed i3 very small and light,
weighing abont four pounds to the bushel,
and difficnlt to oblain in any quantity. The
farmers of Kentucky and Pennsylvania find
it comesin of itself on land that has heen
limed and well manured before being seeded
down,so they do not try to save the seed of
it. Itis of very luxuriant growth, forming a
thick heavy sward when once it takes pos-
session of the soil, driving out all other
grasses, and lasting for many years, spread-
ing out by means of its perennial creeping
roots. Where seed can he procured of this
grass, & hushel per acre is the quantity sown

may have no divect. aflinity for pure water,
stilt T find that greenceraps, especially clover,
which have receivedd a top-rressing of gyp-
suny, in attracting the anunoaia during the
night, also recain the dew in which it sem-
bodied 3 for, in walking over a plastered
clover field in the morning, [ find my feet
saturated with water, whereas, in an adjoin-
ing unplastered field, they would as suvely
come out perfectly dry.

My farm was originally a sandy loam. It
has deereased in vegetable monld, and be-
come more adhesive hy arable cultore for
the Jast 35 years, to which latter effect the
intermediate pasturing of sheep bas alse
contributed.

On this g0il, 100 1bs, of plaster to theacre
is the maximum quantify reqnired, and when
applied in excess, no greater effect is pro-
duced.

Used on barley, especially in dry seasons,
its effects are heneficial ; but wien mixed
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