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soveral laddors In the mines of British '
Columbia over & hundred feet in length,
many of them nearly plumb, and oune ts
over tive hundred feet long. Imagine
the consequonces of a slip, or of & bucket |
getting out of Its **ways ™ when 4 nuw-
ber of men were traveling either up or i
down the shaft. Yeu so earcless and ]
thoughtless are; some managers, that
three young ladies were acounlly taken
down one of thodeepest and most dan-
gerous of these shafts, and the ore
buckots were whirring past them at |
intervals wll the way dowu.

The ropes and other tackle at present |
used on sinhing pits need o bu greatly
strengthoned, and the varlous parts J
should be rencwed ULuofore thaey are two
far worn. ]

‘The storage and use of eaplosives has
received little or no attention in this
country. Hundreds of pounds of giant
powder are.not unfrequently stored at a g
mine in one of the dnftways. lu fact, )
some mines I{xlvo no uther storo, whi.e
at most of themn the stoses are very hn-
perfectly, built and not safficiontly Gy
awvay from dwellings ur worlkshops.

‘The ,use-of~ tape-fuse, so0 common in
this country. leads to very frequont acci- -
dents from whiut Is known as  hanging
fire.” In case of a ‘““‘misire,” miners i
shoul! not be allowed to return to their |
workings for at least twenty minutes.
Then, if the fuse should happen to be
hanging fire, it has suflicient time cither
to dte out, or to resume its “run® and
explode tho charge before the men re-
turn., ‘

The untamping of holes that have
missed should be strictly forbidden. 11
is o most dangerous practice, and one
that is quite unnecessary if the holes Le
properly tamped. A charge can casily
be exploded through ten or twelve inches
of tamping by placing a liitle cxplosive
on the top of it.

I have only mentioned o fow of the
matters needing immediate attention;
but a8 the wmines develop, many others
will present themsetves, not the least of
which are the precuutions necessary to
secure efficient ventilation and awmple
supports to the workidg places.

Expericnce in other countries has
shown that the only way of securing,
generally, the discipline necessary to’
3afe working in mines is by act of par- ‘
liament, the principal rules to e ob- !
served belng clearly sot out in such act, ’
and severe penalties imposed for thelr !
breach eithe? by workmen or emplovers. I
It is t0°be hoped that the legislature, !
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during its- present session, may make an
opportunity,of dealizg thoroughly with
this subjccl';', affecting as it does so
closely ‘the} welfare of suchi a large
proportion of the community.

: J: D. KeNvawg.

Tax CRITIC office was v_isltéd this week
by Messrs. Willlam C., Haywoad, G..J.
Shadhs ‘2nd’ Samuel Henry:Haves; pr
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IT 1S TEXADA CITY,

The more development work is done
upon ‘Lexuda istand the greater has be-
come the certainty that upon the island
thero are other properties besides the
Low famous Van Anda and the Vietoria
mines that will turn ont remarkably well
and bring up the amount of ore shipped
soon to very large proportions.  \wong
these companles are the Raven and
Copper und Gold Compunies® group, con-
sisting of the Raven, Joan and Chief,
and the Spratt Copper & Gold Compaany’s

clafme, the Sampson, PPeacock and Iron |

Mask., AN w0

the development work

done Ly these two companies has been !
placed upon the Raven, it being the first .

of theso claims located,
the Raven i< now down 65 feet, -vith 8

‘The shaft on |

foet of ore, from which two suatisfactory '

shipments have been made. .\ corres-
pondent writes:

“Tan faformed that the assay value
of the ore from the shuaft assays S24 per
ton.  Tunnel No. 1 has bLeen driven in
125 feet on the south of the creek, and
about 85 feoat lower than the outerop at
the shaft.  On the north side tunnel No.
2 was driven 65 feet to crosscut the vein
which it intersected. They then
elled to the left and drifted on the vein,
and last week woere in 35 feet in 6 feet of
lice copper ore with only the hanging
wall in sight. This wall pitches to the
south and has a dip of about 30 dogrees.
A shafe and ore house, fun and black-
sinith shop have been comploted, and the
sito for the engine is being levelled. A
s00d wagon road has been built from
tho bay 1,000 feot to the Raven shaft,
and also extends further south to the
Sampson and Joan discoveries.

*“I'he Raven shaft Is about 100 feot
above sea level, the formation being por-
phyry and fron cappling currying copper
pyrites, On tho Sampson and Joan the
fron capping shows fine copper pyrites
on the surface. ‘The largest iron out-
crops are seen upon the Chief and Iron
Mask. 7The Raven lead, as it is now
called, has been located Ly actual sur-
veys for one and a half miles, and claims
haue been staked on the extension run-
ning southeasterly for three wiles. The
prospectors have travelled the lead nnd

tun- -’

found iroun capping for five miles, the

last find being the Faith and Charity,
staked by Messrs, Cotton aud Heyland.
“Timber is plentiful and easy of ac-
cess, and McLeod creck, which flows
through the Raven property, affords
goon water power for the various pur-
poses for which it may be uneeded. On

the adjoining propertics, the Buttertly,

Woodpecker, Castaway, Sandfly
Comiet, the individual owners are busy
doing. their asfessment work and L we
struck good copper ore. Now that
north end of the island is about all

aried the prospectors have begun to

of locationz nave been started
t ot th ‘Bhe

and

ae

wark.toward the gouth end, and quite a.

Qapet- . pity. that such men .should be arwod.

on Tesada, and the cortidnty that there
will be verv lively times therts i the
future, has led to the plotting of a town-
site, and the lots are tow upon the
market. The name of the town s Tox-
ade City. It is on Sturt bay, which fs
practically the only harbor on the
island, and closely adjoins the Van
Anda mines, which will ship from ft.
A goud wharf [s now in course of erec.
tton at the bay, aund o beginning .aas
been made at road-making, A hotel Is
in course of erection, und it is tobo a
present to the first 300 purchasers of
Iots, who will themselves declde as to
the manner in which the ultimate otva-
ership of it shall Le soutled. One of
these 300 purchasers will own the hotel,
which will cost 85,000, There ought to
Le o good town on Tesada islund, Al-
most every steamer brings word of new
discuveries.  One of the latest is a 7-foot
ledge of gold ana copper ore. _(\no
sumple assayed $40 in gold. It has. uot
yot beon tested for percontage of copper,
but the indications are that ft will run
very high. Everything at presen’ fndi-
cates that Texada's time has c_omo._' .

HOT WORDS FROM THE PULPIT.

Rev. J. C. Speer preached on thé Sun-
duy car question inLToronto theduy after
tho defeatof the proposed luw, from-tho
text, “Prophesy unto us who it is that
sinote thee.”  Extracts of his surinon us
published in the Toronto Star dbppear
below: o

Caiaphas, thelhigh priest, ropreseuted
the mayor of Jorusalem, and Christ was
taken before him, and it was he who
gave the signal when the mob rushed oa
Christ and smote Him. Chrlst repre-
sented labor., He was the carpentoer’s
son. He represented youth, the old and

new testatment and tho Christian church. -

‘The man that smites the laborer smites
Josus Chfist. ‘The leorer had’ béen
smitten in belng made to work more
than ho should. Christ represented His
apostles and ministers who faithfully
and honestly, according to their ability,
discharged the duties latd upon them. -

The first man that struck Christ was
a Jew, who thought he had comé to
pull down his stitutions. In yester
day’s contest we had the Jew, and we
should have a great deal of Christiau
charity for the Jew who voted, agafast
Sunday cars. He looked upon Saturday
as his day, and took his re'veugq in
smitfag the religion of Christ, bug, the
Jew would have voted for his Saturday
Sabbath. He did what I would .expect
him to do, and what 1 would do in his
place. . .

1 am told that the street car peopls
registered the verv travellors af, the
hotels and had thewm vote, for Sunday
cars. ‘They nceded nn budge to. know
them. They.cartied thoir colors jn_.t_ljeir
countenances.,  Christ was., smitten in

the face by & class'that is. becoming,too.

niimerous nowadays, und it Is.a great
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