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iiiiediate cause. i- 1 jt bc refurred to the tîeginning of tie for a cause, then it is

imnpossible t) t' i oa or tu deduce any standards by which to lie guided in future.

If they are th,~ nue culmiînations of det rees issued an eternity ago, they are flot

certaiinly the result of law. If tîmat which ecxists does so, nul of necessity, but hy

c xteil ~ compulsion, tiiere is no necessary relation liy wh;,h we may determine that

which will exist hy that wltîel now cxists or lias e>asted. AIl things are a1tpointedi

hoth as ti tinte and plac e. I'hey are nevussary, it is truc, but they are flot dejiendent

ectî has an independent, co-ordinate existence.

Let us >ee what effect such a helief iust have uponi the pursuit of knowledge.

Evidentl y it is incompatible with iL. For vain would be the atteînpt Lo acqotrc knuw-

ledge if there were nu necessary cunnetion betwecn truths. To attemrpt Lu store away

in the mind any number of independent facts is ftîund Lu he a muost difficult task ait

hest. WVhat, then, shaîl we say of an attempt Lu diseover aIl the truths of the universe

wlîere ecd is alasulutely independent tf every other ? And of what use would ail

this knowledge be, even if it were possible Lu obtain it ? WVhat assurance would we

have that sirniilar events would uccur under similar circumstances? A knowledge oi

facts is uf very littIe use to us unless b> such knuwledge we cati establish sume law.

Of what use is the study of history to the statesman if he can derive nu principles

thercfroin Lu guide limiii i framing measures for the governinent of men ? Vet this

ctiuld not be the case if ail facts were merely foreordaîned, since in that case, though

every fact would have a cause, yet nu fact wuuld have a necessary cause. The cause

of every fact would ht. the sanie, viz., the will of the fureordainer, and une effect wîîuld

he as hiable Lu resuit froîn that cause as another. There would be nu dlue by which

effects cuuld he traced. When the cause was reacbed, it wuuld nuL be the particulur

cause of ar.y particular effect, but a gencral cause uf ail effects. Hence every effort Lu

acquire useful kntwledge wuuld be fruitless. Every une who really helieves thîs doc-

trine feeîs this ;and. if there be any who profess Lu believe il and still advo ate the

pursuit uf knowledge, it is because Lbey have a certain unconsciotls intuition that their

philosophy is unsound. They are, in fact, chia ists.

But there is an intermiediate sehoîtl who dlaim that iL is laws, and nuL facts, that ire

primordially established. antd that these laws are thereaftcr neyer interfered witb. The

reply Lu this is, that iL is nut fureurdinatimn at aIl. IL is acknowledgiiig the law., of the

universe, hut assigning tu them a beginning and a creation, which is unnecessary, ind

hetrays failure Lu cunceive of an infinite series.

Fata!ist is nu hetter puomuter of intelligence thaît either of the other doctrines we

t have cunsidered. If it be flot mere chance, iL is at Ieast the saine thîiig Lu mnen, since

if nu une knows the urigin, cause, or purpuse of any event, neither can know it. 1l'here-

fore, iL is useless Lu seek this knowledge ;and here again, as befure, the purstîtt of

yknowledge is a fruitless task.

hIt makes nu difference, therefure, which of the prevailing heliefs we take up :they

ail lead Lu this restdt. In depriving truth of iLs necessary character, aîad înakiing it


