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Jeas or first views of things; sothe.symbals ur types of sll lus ideas
rc the material objects around iim. By companng these ubjeeis with
Ju. another, by ahstracting, classifying and compuunding thexr quah.
fes or properties he forms ol the complex ideas of which he 15 pos-
bssed.  So ' at all bis simplp ideas are the images of ilings.which do
kist, nnd Le has not a single idea, the archntype vr patr o of which
i not to be met with, in the materials around hum.  His nnagwmation
Say create a great many new forms, but the matertials out of winch 1t
feates these new forms wexa originally presented bim ia the great me-
“azine of nature. He may now fancy a tree, the roots of swhich.are
“ion, the trunk and brapches of which are brags, the leaves.of which
e silver, and the fruit of which is gold. ButJind he.nut ubtaiged by
sneation or nhservation the idea.of @ Latural 4ree, he naver could have
‘nagined this unnatural one. Do i "

+ The irlets of all human knowledge are the five senses.  Reflection
pon the ideas thus acquired gives birth to new unes, ahin, however,
3 thase received by sengation.  ¥megination may now eombimne these
leas without any restraint but its awn power. It may. assuciate those
Jeas with, nr without regard, fo natural fitness, conguuity, or Consist-
3‘103- It may create a Polyphemus of & Centaur , butit cannot create
h idea perfectly new.  As human skill and human power may new
ndhfy, but cannot create a particlé of matter; so the imagination may
v or new modify the ideas acquirved by sensation, but cannot ereate
new one.  And here ends the chapter of all human science. ...
Revelation opens a new world, g new order of relations, and gives
rth tn rew ideas, which as the great apostle to the nation says, ** The
ve of man never saw, the ear of man never heard, nor the heart of
an ever conceived.”  But this condmences a new chapter in human
nowledge. The first chapter contains ull natural knowledge. 'The
ieond, all supernatural. ‘These things .~ -ed, we proceed to the
Hnsideration of the patriarchal.age of.the worla. ¢ oo

{ However numerous the ages may be imagiued, or however diverst-
pd in their character, yet as respects man’s.religious zelations, they
§,. <eriptirally distinguished ifnto three. .And.these meay be fitly styled
je Patriarchal, the Jewi.h and the Christian. ‘The Patriarchal conti-
hied from Adam to Moses; the Jewish, from Moses 1o the Messias ;
nd the Christian from the Messias till now, and is never to be saper-
3ded by another.  Religion is one and the same thing in all.ages.of
ie world as respects its distinguishing character and design, And a
yod man has been essentially %Ilq"s&me sort of a being in all ages, and
nder all the instituted acts of réligion which have eyer been preached
¥ divine authority. Taith, or, confidénce in God according to the de-
Jopment of his character, ha¥ $lways been the basis and controlling
dinciple of alf religious hoiﬁ&%ﬁ. ""A Food Yaan has ever beea the man

ho paid a just regard to tv.flt & réldliorls in vlich he, stopd to God
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d man. The principles of gl ¢ gx_e piéty and humziity afe,as mva-

sble as God himself.  But the d %q?éggx%n* o1, the divine character,

d of all our relations to Gol'and ¢ho%h other, has been progressive,

‘W not consummated at once. 'Like the path 'of the just that shines



