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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

AN INTERVIEW WITH SANTA '
: v CLAUS, = ™™ .
“WHAT SHALL WE GIVE THEM ¥OR CHRIST-
, uas P S
"The editor sat with his head on his hand

regarding in deep thought a huge pile of |*

newly opened letters on the desk before
him, “What won’t they ask next,”” he
grosned,  “You would think - that each
mother and fa:her and grandmothér knew
their own boys and girls well enough ; the
aunts and ancles their nephews and nieces ;
and the boys and girls their own fathers and

‘mothers, and sisters and cousinsand aunts to

answer for themselves such a simple ques-
tion, but here they are all askiog one poor
editor, who has never seen one of them, for
ideas to suit-them all, However, silting
here sighing will never answer my questions
aud that is my work atb present. Answer
them I must, But how?” o

Rising he opened the long window fo let
n breath of the frosty night air sweep into
and freshen his somewbat musty, dusty lit-
tla den, and behold a magnificent aurera lit
the northern tky with a blaze of glory.” A
bright theught flashed into his tired brain.

“If I could only enquire of Santa Claus
himself;” he mused.

“Well, why don’t you,” answered agueer
merry voice as from the telephone by his
side. )

“Why don’t 1,7’ he replied, springing to
the instrument from. sheer force of habit,
#why he wou’t be along here for weeks yet,
and then it will be too late to get his an-
swer into the Christmas Number.” .

“Don’t wait for that,”” he heard again
throngh the receiver which was now at his
esar,” go now to headquarters.”

% Headguarters!” he groaned * verily
my friend, there are a few things out of the
reach of the all-knowing editor, though you
may not realize it. Even if I were to
undertake a balloon expedition to his work
shop at the north pole I could not get his
answer tG all my subseribers in tirae,”

The voice in the telephone was silent for
a while and 1h:n continued again more.low.

“There is » way, but L hardly know if’he
would—yes, 1 think he possibly might not
object,—it 13 only used by bim and hismes
sengers w hen the rein deer are overworked,
or by uorials in cases , of emergency
—still I tnink he would be willing thie
time,” o . L

“ Won’t you please explain,” said the
now rather excited man to the unkuown,
“ Who are youand what are you talking
about.” . .

“q), did I not tell you,” replied the voice,
“its the Aurora Special Express which ]
notice is 1unning to-night and making extra
good time, 1 fancy, if one may judge by
the bleze of the headlight -which 1s coming
nearer and nearer.”

. “Well, but;”exclaimed thenow thoroughly
astonished man breathlessly, * how is that
going to do me any good, and won't you
tell me who you are please?”’

“ Never mind who I am now,” returned
the voice briskly, “ I haven’t time to tell
you, but come to the window again and I
will help you aboard before I leave,”
~ As he was bidden, the bewildered man
went again to the window and as hestepped
outeide he saw that now the aurora had filled
the heavens with s light almost equal to the
day, and some of the long raysslanteddown
to the very window where he stood,

“ [ere, give me your hand and jump
'aboard, quick,” cried a voice, though no one
was visible and, lo! he waa lifted in the air,
.and borne through a blinding light, whither
he knew not,and presto! before he had
time to breathe again, he wasin a glittering
cave in the heart of a great crystal icoberg,
and standing before the genial,fur-clad form
of the great Saint Nicholas himself, '

“@Glad to see you, my friend,” said the

‘Saint, as be shook him warmly by the hand,

% what can I do for you? But.be quick
please, for I am very busy and shall have
garg. \’vork' toget through before the twenty-
fth,’ .
“What iz good for. Christmas presents

for all classes'and conditions of people, old,

and young, rich and poor?’ queried the edi-

tor, now come t6 his senses, and determined
to be true to his record and not to be out.
done by any one in brevity at least, - .
% H'm,—~—for all ‘classes 7 - My dear fellow
that is easy encugh—BOOKS,” :
- %Yes, sire, g0 [ bave always thought, but
it i so hard to choose.” . . . .
“ What is your occupation 7" said the
Saint, with an apparent sudden changing of
the subject, A
#[am an editor,”” said the visitor won-

deringlys - o

“Would it help you out of your difficulty
any,” said St. Nicholas witha merry twinkle
in his eye” if I' were to tell you thatI often.
distribute papers too 1. e
“Do you?’ said the editor, with more

“what kind of papers 7’ , -

l“:,Good ones!" wss the somewhat short re-

ply. o v .
* Yes, of course,” r}ap]iéd the editor, “but

what sort of good V- .-

. " Well, to comedown to particulars, what

is your paper?”? © - : :

“The Northern Messenger.”

% Oh, well, I ‘have carried that around

very often,” R o :
“Have you?”. said the editor, with a

pleased smile on his: face, " “ And do you

always take the same papers to the same

persons every year{” - : .
“Not b

culation wasnever. far absent from his mind

y auy means. If I come across

take it and give theé other up.”
“And what if the one yon.took last yenr
is till better thig?? - = - -
“Give it again, and'to many others too.”
“In that case might I rely——"" -

saint cautiously, “until [ see whatyou pro-
pose doing next year,. Can you show me—
say—your Christmas Number 7 In papers I
usually go by that,” :. : .

-# Not complete,”” said the editor, * but we
have just got our prospectus out giving our
Premium List for 1888; and have got the
proofs of the individual pages, but [ cannot

out the loose sheets, - . o
*Never mind, ! can form a fair idea from
these, [ think. ‘I am not an ‘editor, of
course, but then Iknow a little about every.
thing, you know, - Let me see,”” he mused
to himself ; ¢ well, really, this seems to be a
genuine Christmas number. This carol now
will do nicely, espécially for Sunday-schools.
And I like all thé pictures too.”
, “Batdo you know that .what takes my
attention as much as anything is that full-
page portrait of myself. Do you know
some of the superior young people of this
advanced: 19th century are actually having
the assurance to whisper to one another
that I am all a myth, Dear me ! children in
the good old times were not so wise. I
really do like to give them what they most
‘want, as far as I can, and of all the presents
I distribute none afford me more :atisfac.
tion than good Looks and papers, and I don’t
know but I shall be glad to include vours
again this year, Now,ifyou only badsome
#ood books for them t00,— .

% You have not seen -this gheet yet,sir,”
veplied the Editor, -‘Here is a statement
of what we propose doing.in that line.”

“ What is this 7 A premium list? Idon’t

think I am familiar with tbat—Iet me see—
oh yes, books as premiums for new subserib-
ers. Why thatisa good idea! ‘Notnew’
yousay? So much the better, Iftheboys
and girls are slightly familiar with it they
will take it up all: the .more readily and I
think I may fairly promise you this, that if
the boys and girls will only ‘werk with me,
let me know if they want it, and which of
their friends they would like should have it
it will go into agreat nany homes where
it has never been before. .
“Thank you very. much,” replied_the
Editor, “ny object in preparing that Pre.
mium List was to make it easy and profit-
able for them to give the rest of their
frienda plessure.” .
« A1l right then,” said thesaint as he rose
to end the interview. - *I like to distribute
good papers, for while books teach my
children through-the past, papers educate
them through the present as books cannot
do, and in reading’the news of to-day the
history of yesterday is learned never to be
forgotten.” - . .

Saying this, and with a hearty grip of
the hand, he waved a farewell, and turned
to superintend thie loading of one corner of

took along roll from his pocket and spread

hiscapacioussleigh with the Christmas boxes

animation, for the subject of increasing cir- .

one better than the one I took last year L'

#Can hardly tell yet,”” interrupted the|

show you the enmplete paper yet,” and he |’

already filled. “And the Editor as he reached
the outside of the iceberg,intending to look
aroucd a little and make & fow notes a8 to
the appearance aud .inhabitants of this
strange land of the. north, found himself
suddenly whisked into the air, before he had
had time to see anything but the glittering
walls-of the herg from whence he had just

come, and shot down a blazing pathway of

light, aud in less time than it takes bim now
to tell it, he wasseated in his dusty sanctum
shivering with the ¢old (for he bad forgotien
to shut the window when be left) and writ.
ing without loss of time to - his subscribers
Santa Claus’ answer to their questions. .
And what he would like to know now,
while he begs the printer to leave him just
a line to wish all his friends old and new a
Merry Merry Christmas, is How MANY OF
THEM THIS YEAR ARE GOING TO HELP SANTA
Cravs, .« - S -

Question” Corner.—No. 28.

* BIBLE QUESTIONS,

1. Whera was it prophesied that Christ should
be born in Bethlehem?
.*2, What prophecy was fulfilled when Herod
put the young children in ‘Bethlehem to death?
‘8. What prophecy was fulfilled when Joseph
and Mary fled with the Christ child to Egypt ?
4, What prophecy was fulfilled when the
anyel said to theshepherds **"Behold I bring you
tidings of great joy which shall be to all people”?

ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS 1N LAST
. NUMBER.

SORIPTURE CHARACTER,

Barzillai,
1, 2, and 3, ¥ Sam, xvii, 47-29,
4 and 5. 2 Samn. xix, 34, 85,
8. 28am. v. 37,
7. 1L Kings 1i. 7.

CORRECT ANSWERS RECEIVED.

Correet answers have been received from
Annte J. McLellan, Eliza J. Maln, Hacnah 13,
Greene and Joha C. Etliot,

e —————————

THE WEEKLY WITNESS,
The Weekly Witness has now a regular
cireulation of over 34,000.copies, Thisyear

en effort is being made to increase thatnum:
ber. It contains all the news nicely con-|

densed, the warkets, good' stories, a very
valuahle Question and Answer department,
iucluding needical, horticultural, veterinary
legal, agricultural, and poultry and pets de-
partments under the charge of recognized
authorities, The abswer to one'question

alone is often worth many times the cost of.

the -paper for a year, The price of the
Weekly Witness i3 OoNE DOLLAR, For
twenty.five cents a grand picture in oil
colors is sent, It is entitled *“Suffer the

little children to come unto me.” Compe- |;

tent judges who bave seen it say it is well
worthy a position in every home. " His Ex.
cellency the Governor General on receiving
a copy sent this letter :

‘ Crrangy, Quebec, 1st Oct, 1887,

GENTLEMEN, —
I am desired by His Excellency, the Governor-

Genera!, toacknowledge and thank you for the

handsome picture which you were good enough
to send to him on the 21st ult, :
Lord Lnnsdowne is very glad to have it in
his possession, .
’ I am, gentlemen, your obt. servt.,
. HEeNRY-ScreATRIELD, Capt,
Gov.-Gen.-Seo,
Messrs. John Dougall & -Son, 321 St, James
street, Montreal.
Address your orders to John Dougall

Son, Montreal, P.Q. .
s

NOTICE ‘TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES,

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the international
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can
get, instead, a Post Offica order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. V., whick will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
to subscribers,

TWIOE ONE IS TWO,

and twice 45,000 subscribers to the Mesrxnger
is 90,000, If each snhaeriber obtzins ome
more the total will be 90,000,

And don’t forget to mention to yeur
friends when they subscribe that a new out-
fit of type has been secured, and that when
the Northern Messenger carries abroad its
New Year's Greetings it will appear before
them, a3 befita the auspicious oceasion, in an
entirely new dress,

i et .

"ONE DOLLAR A HUNDRED.

One dollar a hundred is the price for
which this special Christmas number of the
Northern Messenger will be sold. It recom-
mendes itself asa pleasure giving little paper
and those who want to give pleasure to
others might do worse than send parcels.
There are many Sunday-schools to which
this number would be a welcome Christmas
#ift, and & dollar or balf 2 dollar spent in
their service would reap its reward,

CLUB RATES.

THE CLos Rares for the “Messenonn,”

when senit to one address, are as follows ;—

leopy, - - - - 30 cents
10copies - - - - 8% 250
Zheopies - - - < 6 00
50 copies- - . - - 11 50"
" 100 copies- - - - . 2300
1,000 copres- . . - . 200 00

Joax Dovearn & Sow,
Publishers, Montreal.

,___.’_.._'_.
© MorrrEaL DATLy WirNEss, $3.00 a year,
post-paid. Moyrrean WeEkLy Wrrness
81.00 a year, post-paid. W2EKLY MESSEN-
GER, 50 cents ; § copies to one address, $2.00.
Joax Dovaary & Son, Publishers, Montreal,
Que. ) '

(QFE YEAR TKEE|

_ WHE, % NOETHERY MESSENGER"
WILL BE FORWARDED
ONE YEAR FREE
For Flve New Subscribers at 80c each,

9 LOVELY SCRAP PICTURES —Agents’ Canvasa-
ing Outfit Unrds and Noveltics, with private terms.
Algo, 25 large Rich Eiihossed Motio and Verse Chromos.
Your nnamo on each for ouly 10¢ silver,
N Address BUREKA CARD CO, Bolton, Que.

YDﬁR MAME nestly printed on 25 NEw

Frorat HippeN Nami  CARDS,

and 32p. Book of Agoeut’s Samples
sent post-paid for 20 cents,
RAY CARD Qu., Clintonville, Conn

DEAR LITTLE BABIES,

how we all lovo you, What s pity some mothers of deli-
cate conslitution are unwise enough to attempt to suckle
their own children, inetead of using Latated Food,which
contning the same constituents as the milk of o healthy
mothor. It also furnishes perfect nutrition to invalids,

GRATEFUL—COMREORTING.

EPPS'S  GOGOA.

' BREAKFAST.

By a thorough knowledge of tho natura] laws which
govern tho vporations of digestion and nutrition, and by a
careful application of the tine properties of well-selected
Cocon, Mr. Epps hag provided our breskiast tables with a
delicately flavored bevernge which may save us many heavy
doctors’ bills, I&is by the judicious use of such articles of
diet that o constitution may be gradually built up unti}
strong enongh to resist every tendency o disense. Hun-
dreds of subtle muladica nre- floating around us ready to
attack wherever there is a weak point. We may escape
many & fatal shiaft by keeping ourselves well [ortitled with

- | pure blood npd a properly nourished frome,"—=* Civil Ser-

vice Gazette,
Made simply with hoiling water or milk. Soldonly n |
packeta by Girocers, labelled thus :
JAMES EPPS & €0,, Homcecopathic Chemiits,
London. England,
SoLw AGENT FOR JANADA 1 0. E. COLSON, Montreal, °

» NEW_ IRVENTION ¢

T8 N0 BACKACHE. 34
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» Kb 3 .
= 7}[{ Cords ot _Lieech have been Snwed by one.
man in nlne hours, Tlundreds huve sawed b and oy cords "
dajly. “Ezacfly” what overy Farmer and Wood Chiop-
ver wants, Fiut order from your vielnity secures tho!
P J/m:c[/. No Luty to &m » W@ manufacture in Canada.
. Writo for Illustrates ataloguie sent  SREE .to all. -
Address FOLDING SAWING MACHINE
CO., 303 to 311 8. Canal §t.,- Chtearae, N1,

THR NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed 'and ‘pub-.
lished every fortnight at Nos, 321 and 323 St.-James
street, Montreal, by John Dougnll. & Son, -com-

. posed of Jobu Redpnth Dougall, - of Montreal, and
James Dungan Dougall, of New.VYork, ..~ -...
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