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(From the International Lessons for 1880, by

.

Ridwin'W. Ri'ce,_ as igsued by American Sunday
. Sehool Union.) Co

: LESSON XL -
SkpT. 26.3

A TEMPERANCE LESSON.

. ISAIAR'S TEMPERANCE PRIN CIPLEé.
: Isa, 5: 1124, .

CoarT T0 MEMORY VS, 22-24.

11. Woe unto them that rise up early in the
morning, that.they may follow strong drink;
that continue untll night, till wine inflame them.

12. And the frarp, and the viol, the tabret, and
pipe, afd wine, are in their feagts; but they
.regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider
the operations of his hands.

13. Therefore my people are gone into captivity,
because they have no knowledge : and their
honorable men are famisbed, and their naulti-
wide dried up with thirst. ;

14. Therefore heil hath enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth without measure: and their
glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and
he that rejoiceth, sh il descend into it. .

15. And tho mean man shall be brought down,
and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the Tof!,y shall be humbled i

16. But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in
Judgmient, and God that is holy shall be sanctified
in righteousness, | .

17, Then shall the inmbs feed after their man-
ner, and tha waste places of the fut encs shall
strangers eat. )

18, Woe unio themr that draw iniquity with
cords of vanity, and sin ag it were with a cart
rope: '

19. That say, let him malke speed, and hasten
his work, that we may see it: and let the coun-
sel of the HOli One of [sracldraw nigh and come,
that we may know it!

2. Woe unto threm' that eall evil good, and
good evil 7 that, put darkness for light, and. light
for darkness; that put bitter for sweet and sweet
for bitter ! s

2l. Woe unto them that are wise in their own
eyes, and.prudent in their own sightt .

22, Woe unto thenr that are mighty to drink
wine, and men of strength to mingle strong
drink ¢ ’ .

28, Which justify the wicked for reward, and
talke away the righteousness of the righteous
from him?

21: Thercfore fis the fire deverretlx the stubble,
and the flame consumetls the ehaff, so their rooi

1 shatl be as rottenness, and thefr blossom shall go

up as dust: because they have cast away the
law of the Lerd of hosts, and despised the word

of the Holy One of Israel.
*

~ GOLDEN TEXT.
-He shall not fail nor be disconraged, tiit
11120 ‘}m.ve set judgment in the eurth.—lsa,
. —e— ' ‘

TOPIC.
The woe of those thai follow streng
drink. . :
*

L 8
NOTE.—This chapter begins & new propliecy,
which is lutroduced by the beautiful parable of
a vineyard; and then pronounces God’s severe
judgments upon internperunce, and various
other sins of God’s people. :

LESSON OUTLINE.—~(1.) WOE To THE HARI-
TUAL DRINKER. (L) Work T0 TUE Hanp
DRINKER. .

1. THE HABITUAL DRINKER.—(11.) EAR-
1Y.... FOLLOW STRONG DRINK, i1 was esg)eclu))y
shameful to drink early in the morning, sce
Acts 2:15; CONTINUE UNTIL NIGHT, spend their
time in dram-shops, or in revelry and curousals,
see v, 12 (12) REGARD NOT..,. THE Loun,
in such
revels usuaily seorn religion, and despise the
‘Lord’s commands. gS.) CAPTIVITY, these go
into bondage both ot body and soul, worse thun
Assyrian bondage; Satanleads them captive at
his will. (14.) ITELL IXATII ENLARGED, this m:y
be used as a frlﬁht,fui pieture of the end toward
which fashionable drinking tends; yet all these
mean to stop on the side of moderate drinking,
or at least 9f safety from the drunkard’s doom.

11. THE HARD DRINKER.—(2{.) MIGIITY TO
DRINK, this is the sizth woe mentioned—the first
is against avarice; the second, against enrly
intemperance; the third, ngainst perseverance
in sin; the fourth, ngainst confounding right
with wrong, and the opposite; the fifth, against
self-conceit; the sixth ngainst drunken and cor-
rupt Judges ; MINGLE STRONG DRINK, with spices,
or mix one kind of strong drink with another,
to make It more intoxieating (Prov. 9 : 2, b).
(23.) TAKE AWAY RIGHTEOUSNESS, in the
drunken condition they render unjust judg-
ments; (21.) FIRE, literally, ‘‘tongue of five,”
thatis, flame, which the Rubbinsexplainresem-
bles a “tongue of fire.” Compare Virgil's figure
in the /Eneid, “with gentle touch the lambent
finme glides harmilessly along his hair.”

* _ : *

WOE

For early drinking.
For all day drinking.
For wine drinking.
Eternal |

—

FOURTH QUARTER.
LESSON 1.

ISAAC'S PROSPERITY.
Gen. 20 12-25,
COMMIT T0 AEMORY VS, 23-25,

QOcr. 3.3

'| blessed him.

i Lhe same year an hundredfold: and tbe Lord’

18. And tho man waxed great, and went for-
ward and grew until he beeame very great: )

14, For he had possession of flocks, and posses-
sion of herds, and great store of servants: and
the Philistines envied him. © :

15. For all the wells which his father’sservants
had digzed in the days of Abraham his fathen,
the Philistines -had stopped . them, and fille
them with earth, )

16, And Abimelech said unto lsaae, Go from
us; for thou art much mightier than we.

17. And Isaae departed thence, and pitehed his
tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there.

18. Ana lsanc dlgged again the wells of water,
which they had digzed in the days of Abraham
bis father; for the Philistines had stopped them
after the Jeath of Abraham ; and he called thelr
names after the names by which his father had
called them. R . .

19. And Isaac's servants digged in the valley,
and found there a well of springing water.

20. And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with
Isaac’s herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and
he called the name of the well Esek; because
they strove with him. .

21. And they digged another well, and strove
for that also : and he called thename of it Sitnah

22. And he removed from thence, and digged
another well; and for that they strove not: and
he called the name of it Rehoboth ; and he said
For now the Lord hath made room for us, an
we shall be fruitful in the land,

23. And he went up Irom thence to Beersheba,

21, And the Lorad appeared unto him ibe same
night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy
father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will
bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant’
Abraham’s suke. . .

25. And he builded an aitar there, and cgiied
upon the name-of the Lord, and pitched his tent
there: and there lsanc’s servants digged a well,

*

GOLDEN TEXT,
The blessiu)g of the Lord it maketh rich.

is 28

~Prov. laf:
. —0— .
CENTRAL TRUTH.

The blessing of thé Lord brings true
riches.

%
*

*

INTRODUCTORY.~This is the only lesson from
the history of-dsane.  While Lhe account of A.bra-
hanmx and his friend Lot fills more iban-ten ehap-
ters of Genesls, the events in the life of his son
searcely (iil five chapters (including the offering
of Lsanc}, before the history of Abraham's grand-
sons.begins, A full acconnt of how a wife was

sons; his sojourn at Gerar; and his denial of his
wife, and reproval by Abimglech. This Is fol-
1owed by an account of his prosperity, which is
the subject of our'lesson. He'next sends his son
Esau for venison ; isdeceived into blessing Jacob
instead of Esau. - Of:the last forty years of his
life nothing is recorded, except that he lived at
Hebron, until the return of his son Jacob, and
died one hundred and cighty years old.

To THE  SCHOLAR. — Read nttentively ecach
week the text irom one lesson to the next, and
s0 obtain a complete view of the whole history.
Try to realize that 1sanc, Jacob, and Joseph were
real men, living and acting just as men do now.,
The history we are studying Is real history,
though far removed in point of time and 1ocation.

%

-

NHEARCH the
CRIPTURES,
EARNESTLY,.
ANXIOUSLY,
REGULARLY, :
CONSCIENTIOUSLY,
HUMBRLY.

NOTES.—WELLS, the scareity of water in Bible
lands made & well a valuable possession. They
were fréquently dug through the rock, five or six
feet in diameter, and from fifty to one hundred
and Rfty, and even one hundred and seventy feet,
in depth. 1fduginthesoil they were protected by
n curgmg or lining of heavy stone, and were often
covered also by a heavy stone. The water was
drawn by buckets or jars let down ona rope, each
person carrying his own rope and vessel. Around
the welis were stone troughs to water the tlocks
and herds, a8 now seen inmany places of the
East.—BEER-SHE-BA, “ well of oath,” or ¢ well of
seven” (Bir, in modern Ariblec still m:oans a
well). One of the oldest eities of Palestine, und
at its extreme southern limit. There e now
found two lurge wells with water, and five
smaller ones, on the spot; the larsest well 1s
twelve and n half feet in dinmeter, and about
forty-five feet to the watler; another is five feet
in dinmeter, and forty-two feet to the water.

»*

" Both are curbed with heavy stones at the top,

which are fuil of grooves made by tlie rop-suse
todraw the water for over four thousand years,
— A-BIM-E-LECH, * father of the king, " the
name of sc\'em{ Philistine kings, perhaps a
common title of them, like Pharaoh aymong the
Egyptians.—GE-RAR, a Philistine city}y probabiy
in the *south country,” below Beer-she-ba; its
precise location is unknown.

EXPLANATIONS,

LEssoN TorIcs.—(L.) Gopn’s BLESSING NEED-
ED. (11.) MAN'S EFFORTs REQUIRED.

1. GOI'S BLESSING NIEEEDED, — (12) Tus
LORD BLESSED I1IN, the “1IIUNDRED-FOLD” re-~
celved was in consequence of this blessing, and
therefore he became * VERY GREAT." (I3) All
true greatness comes from God, but even {his
may subject the possessor to the jealousy of the
king's enemies. (14.) PLOCKS..., JIERDS.... SER-
wANTS, the common wealth of persons in the
IZnst, now. Tho customs have changed but Hitle
in that land in four thousand years. )

12 Then Isane sowed in thatland, and recelved

11, MAN'S EFFORTS REQUIRED.< (12,)

seenred for Isane is given; of the birth of his two }.

S0WED, did not sit still. (18.) DIGGED WELLS, |
(10.) DIGGED IN THE VALLEY, a good place, and
the work richly rewarded,’ (2).): SPRINGING

Esgr, “striving.” (2l.°) DIGGED ANOTIIER
WELL.... SITNAL, “contention.” (22) ANOTHER
WELI, 10 avold strife, and because water was 50
scarcein that region; even now water isso searce
that Bedouins offer millk rather than water
to the thirsty traveller; REINO-BOTH, * broad
places.” (25.) BUILDED AN ALTAR, worship with
work; DIGGED A WELL, see Notes. [

THE FAT DOCTOR. N

The French papers tell an amusing story.
of a Parisian doctory whose skill and experi-
ence had gained him a popularity that was
not affected by the strange conduct which
would have ruined the practice of another
physician, Doctor David, in most respects
an agreeable man and a favorite in sociely,
became immensely stout, and could not be
induced.to go upstairs to the sick room.
He remained at the bottom of the staircase,
arid thence made his patient come forth for
his’professional advice,

“Well,” cried he to his
“how goes our patient 7"

“Not very well, monsienr le doctor; he
still keeps his bed.” ’

“Tell him to make an effort and come as
far as the landing-place.”

“Yes,-doctor,” | )

Sometimes the patient obeyed, and came
forth in his dressing-gown.

“Ah! well; my friend, you are a little
better, are yot not ?” .

After some sort of mumbling answer,
“Eh! what 7"’ shouted the doctor. “I do
not- wnderstand you. Speak louder. A
great deal better, are you not 3”?

“ No—no.”

““Lean a little over the bannister. Show
me your tongue.” :

The -doctor took from his pocket a small
opera-glass to examine the tongue, which
was put out for him from the second or
gven the third Janding in the staircase.

“Put it out again,” saidt he. “There is
nothing much the matter.” :

Another unintelligible reply.

“ Put it ont now.” .

“Can’t any further.” . .

“Ah ! well, it’s all vight, this tongue. The
paleness is gone. There is certainly im.
provement. Good evening, my friend. Go
and lie down again. I will come again to-
morrow.” )

" The patient mutters something.

“What do you'say?” . -

“What must I—7 . '

“What must you do? Continue thé in-
fusion. Good evening.” -

But sometimes the patient could notleave
his bed, he was the prey of a fever. The
doctor wasinformed of it, still at the bottom
of the staircase.

“He is yight,” said he to the nurse; “he
must not expose himself to a-chill. Keep
him warm. How goes his pulse ?”

1t beats very fast.” .

“That is strange. Has he passed the. night
pretty well 7

“Ie has scarcely closed his eyes a mo-
ment.” .

- “You astonish me.”

% What do you prescribe for him, doctor "

“Iam going home. I will send you a
prescription imiediately.” .

It is very strange, but it is true, that Dr.
David eured most of his patients.

The point of the satire is in this last sen-
tence. The story of the fat doctor, we
imagine, is intended to teach-the compara-
tive uselessness of drugs in many ailments,
and - the expediency -of leaving as much as
possible to the curative powers of mnature,
aided ‘Dy- nursing. Except when surgical
aid is required, it is unhappily too true that
medical treatment is in some complainis
proverbially uncertain, and that cures are
made with various remedies, and as often
with none. One practical matter is certain.
More attention should be given to Hygienie
or Preventive Medicine, on the principie
that * prevention is better than cure.” Not
only ought public Officers of Health to have
Dbetter recognized and more active functions,
but private families ought to “retain ” their

.wife or nurse,

benefit of their advice and experience on
questions of diet, regimen,~and other helps
to health, instead of merely sending for them
in time of discomfort and danger. ~ In India
and the colonies it is common to lave the
medical adviser thus retained by an annual
nayment, and a similar arrangement would’
be often useful in this country, especially in
schools and other establishments where mauy

WATER, running,.flowing, really a fountain, :

real, Q. - ; .

doctors by anuual . payment ; getting the .

are under one rool.—Letsure Flowr,

THE REASON WHY.. = ||
IY MYRA COPELAND. '

Ihad often wondired why Miss B. never
attempted any activé Christian work. She |
had been a niember of the church for years ;
was well educated, pleasing in manner and
conversation, and with pﬁznty of - leisure,
seemed peculiarly fitted to do religious work,
and yet she was not at all-regular in her at- .
tendance on the services of the church, and
I think I never heard her voice in a prayer-
meeting ; and I wonderved why. =
Going into a circulating-library one even-
ing,. with a friend, we chanéed upon a long
slleif filled with the writings of a popular
sensational novelist. -I expressed my dis-
approval of that class of books quite strong-
ly, -but noticing a peculiar -smile upon m
friend’s face, I asked her why she smiled.
She answered my guestion by asking—
“Ts Miss B. a member of your c%urch m
“Yes. Why?? . .
“She comes in hereregularly every Satur-
day evening, and takes two of those books
out for her Sunday readings.””” .- :
And I'thought I knew why she was so
inactive in religiousmatters, why the prayer- |}
meetings had so little charm for her, and |
why her growth as a Christian woman was
so slow and unhealthy. With such food how
could one be expected to grow in grace and
the kuowledge of God, or bring forth any-|§
fruit that would yield refreshment to those
around hLer I—Watchman., ‘ :
——peeee

A ‘PAINTUL RETROSPECT. -

As reported in the New York Sun, Mr.
8. Stacy, a former saloon-keeper, in an ad-
dress to some Cadets of Temperance, said :

“I have seen a wan take his' first glass of
liquor in my place who afterward filled a
suicide’s grave.- I haveseen man after man,
wealthy and educated, come into my {;Iacc,
who eannot now buy his dinner. For eleven
years I sold liquor. ~ I had one of the hand-
somest saloons in New York. Some-said it
was the best. £ 7t was the best, God help
the poorest ! I can recall twenty custoniers,
ench worth from $100,000 to $500,000, and
only two of them are now able to Dbuy
dinners for themselves.”

Such a business it is certainly well to have
abandoned, but better still would it,;have
been never to have engaged in it. The
liguor-seller’s retrospect is indeed a painful
one.—Temperance Advocate., )

——— 1k
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN - |}

‘ UNITED STATES. |

Our subscriberz throughout the TUnited
States who cannot procure the International
Post Office orders at ileir Post Office, can
get instead a Post Office order,. payable at
Rouse’s Point, N.Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and

subseribers. ,
————es

NOTICE.

Subseribers to this paper will find the date
their subscription terminates printed after
the name. Those whose subscriptions ex-
pire at the end of the present onth will
please have  the remittances mailed in tine,

v ——e

Torar, ABSTINENCE and ToBacco PLEDGE
cards will be sent to any address in Canada
for $3.00 2 hundred. A sample sent on ap-
plication to John Dougall & Sop, Mont-

ANY PersoN INTERESTED -IN Manitoba
would do well to buy a copy of *“The Letters
of Rusticus,” with snaps, for sale at the Mes-
SENGER Ollice; 82 pages, price 30 cents.
John Dougall & Son, Montreal, Q. !

MoxrreEAL DAILY WIrNESS, $3.00% year,
post-paid. . .
MoxrrEan, WEEKLY WIrNEss,
year, post-paid.
Jony Dovcann & Sox,
" DPuldishers, Montreal, Q.
—— )
Tur Crur Rares for the  Massexarr,” ||
when sent to oue address, ave as follows :—-| |
1 copy; 30¢ 3 10 copies, §2.50 ; 25 copies, S6;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copies, $22; 1,000
col)ies, $200. JouN DovearL & Sox, Pub-
lishers, Montreal, .
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