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ever, being much the-bigger of the two. This was intended as a
great compliment. and if times had not been so bad and beeswax
so scarce, the candles.would, we were informed, have been of
even greater size. We were then offered cigarettes and excellent
tea, flavoured with herbs, very hot and sweet.

The sides of the room had been left cpen, for the sake of cool- .
ness, but the surrounding space was filled by a dense mass of
human beings eager to see what was going on, so that there was
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not much fresh air. Conversation rather languished, for neither
of the interpreters was very quick, and we had several mis-
givings as to the value and correctness of their translation of
our pretty little speeches.

At last, after presenting the Sultan with some slight offerings
and expressing our warm thanks for the kind reception accorded
us, we retired. being escorted to the boat by the First Wazier and
another officer of state. Having again admired the cannon, and
heard the history of their manufacture, we re-embarked in our
boats under a fresh salute of nineteen guns. I fear the poor town



