
AN EN&ýLISH FR~UIT
11V TRE EDI'rR.

AVÇI X( an introductionî froiw M~r-
E.Kiiinis, of W-inaona, to hWS

fi uiicle, MNr. A. J. Tfhomas, of Bar-
gainhili, ierSittiiîgbourne, in East IKcnt,
u'ýe ivent down by a 'Ihamies steamer to
Gravesenid, and froin Sittingbournc by car-
riage, four miles, to his lovely country home.
"'lie surrouîîdings are picturesque , th li ad
beiing soie-what hilly and wveIl clothed with
oi-Jîards and liop yards. On every side, as
%vc approaclîed, were large plantations of
cherry, pliimi, dwarf apple and pear trees,
reminding one of the fruit districts of On-
tario, except that wvith uls suich plantations
are youing, whilie iii Englanid they are comn-
paratively very oki.

I' have an orcliard of black cherry trecs['
said Mr. Thomas, " which must be neanly
wo, huni-dred years old, for they wvere oid

trees in wy craniidfatlier's timie."
'ro ils it sems doubtful if anv Caniadian

cherry archard mvill ever endure ta stich au
age. Mie have iany cherry trees thiat have
reachied thc -age of fifty years, but they. are
alrea(ly begimning ta fail.

The lawn an.iid hedge.s about Mvr. Thomias'
liatse wvere ail in perfect trimi, and such beds
of immense pan.sies as we liave neyer seen
in Ontario were place(l about in bold relief.
W-hat a (lelightful retreat fromn the great city
of London 1 " I woiild not live amid the
smoke aind dust of that city for anythiny vou
cc>uld give mie, so long as I hlave this ca'in-
try hiomie," said Miss Thomas, andi we

heartily re-echoed thc sentiment, applied
even ta aur owa 'counirý- home iii Onitaria.

"Mhat varietv of cherries dIo vou cullti-
w't "~e enq uired.

"Chief1l- the i3igrtleauCltsý. Said 'Mi..
'lh ras. " aid of these the chiief are the

.\îîiber, the XNaPLlconi ;Wd( the Yullowv Spau-

Do \'ou nlot cultivate the IKentishi varie-
tics of sour cherries?-

"Not of late years/', said lie. -We find
more money in growing suchi kinids as Gov-
crior Woo00d, the Bigarreatis, and the Black

)x I-earts."
XValking througli bis great cherry or-

chards xve w-cre struck with the eno. mous
size of the trees, and could easily credit theni
uïi yieldinig an enarniaus crap in favorable
seasons.

" Do you cultivate your cherry orcliard ?"

" No," said lie, " not aftcr the trees rcachi
heari.ng age. Then we seed down the
grrounld ta a shecep pasture.

"What are your prospects for a fruit crop
this season ?" we asked, s'eeing thiat the trees
ini niost cases appeared ta show very littie
fruit.

"'flic blackest -%'e ever kniew," saz-ýid hie.
-The severe spring frosts, ao'd the back-

wvard weathier whicli lias prevailed since,
have combincd ta destrov necarlv aur wvhole
fruit crop tlîis seasan., sa that. unless prices
mile verv, high, it will îiot 'even pay for the
liarvcsting. Nearly ail fruits are destroyed
alike by the frost , pears, plnis anrd, apples.
as well as cherries. lui conisequience this
oîîght to, be a inost favorable seasan foir you
Canadialis ta ship your fruit iii ta this coun-
try..'

" Ho"' many acres of orchard have vou ?
" Abolit aine hunidred and fifty; iniostly de-

v'oted ta cherries, pears and apples. The
apples arc grawn for the most part an thxe
17ilfflisli paradise stock, and are plantcd, 9 x
12 fet apart."

'l'lie toi) graftini dmnc hv MNr. Tfhomas is

FAIRM


