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FOREIGN NOTES.

Thore is a stroug agitation going on in England in favor of teach-
ing pirls to swim. Tho mattor is being urged on the notico of
School Boards.

Four hundred fomale students will ontor the University of Lon-
don this fall,

Now York city has a private awimming schoul for girls, which is
quite liberally patronized. A handsumo gold medal was awarded
tho other day for proficiency.

Enach inhabitant in the United States pays §2.02 for the support
of the public schools, and §1.3Y for nulitary purposes. These twn
items of expenditure in other countrivs of the world are as follows
Prussia, 61 conts and 82.29 ; Austria, 34 counts and $1.89; France,
20 cents and 84.50 ; Italy, 13 cents and 81.67 ; England and Wales,
66 conts and 83.86 ; Switzeriand, 88 cents and 81 00

Public schuuls of St. Lows show an mereased enrolment of 3,000
pupils over last year, in a total of 32,(00. There are nine colored
schools, which exhibit an increase of 200 in a [ vtal of 576,

Thero are about 24,00 common schanls in the cipire of Japan,
with an average attendance of 2,000,000, Tho course of studies in theso
schools is somewhat similar to those in America; they have been
largely modeled on the American and German plans. There ave
216 high schools, of which 103 are specially devoted to the study
of foreign languages ; the total attendance averages 12,000, but
this system has not yet cowe into general favor. Omne of
the wmost efficacions helps are the normal schools, 90 in
number, which are educating and sending ont a new Jlass of teach-
ors., They have at present an attendance of about 8000. Special
lecturers havealso been appointed to instruct the presont common-
schaol teachers, and they bave commenced to hold toachers’ insti-
tu os'throughont the empire. The teachers, of which there are about
45,000 of all grades, are licensed by the Government Board of
Education.

The Milford, New Hampshire, papers speak ag follows of the
schools under the supervision of Hon. J. W. Simonds; ¢‘ These
changes havo been radical. The old and useless has been lopped
off ; the now and practical has been introduced. In fact our entice
school system has been overhauled and reconstructed. We ques-
tion whether the history of modern cdueation will show a more
thorough overturning and rebuilding of a school system than ours,
since our schools have been undor the charge of Superinéendent
Simonds. The beauty of this work is, it has been accomplished in a
quiot and harmonions manner. The School Board may be assured
that the people will approve of the wise and judicious plan thoy
have pursned. The language of a taxpayer and father, who says
that he ** cannot afford to have his children use an inferior book or
pursue a course behind the times, that he bas only one chance to
school them, and that he wants the best haoks and the best course,
expresses the popular sentiment.”

@enchers’ Assoctations,

The publishors of the JoUrRNAL will be obliged to Inspectors and Secro-
taries of Teoachiors' Arsociations i thoy will sond far pullication programncs
of meetings to bo held, and bricf accounts of nicetings held,

NorTit PERTH.~A mocting of tho Association will bo held in tho Central
School, Strattord, on Friday and Saturda{. Octobor 25th and 26th, 15878, Pro-

ammeo:—t Approved Mothods of Toaching, G W. Ross, Inspector of Madel
g:noo)s; 2. Toaching of Evglish, J. Al. Bucbhan, M.A., Inspector High Schools,
3. Examinations, Wm. Alexandeg, Inspectur Public Schools; 4. Habitaof €tudy
P. S. Davis, B.A., Stratford High Scbinol - 5 Moans of Discipline, H. Dickenson,
County Model chool. 6, Professionnl Study and Reading, Wmn. Rothwell,
Principal Listowel Contral School, 7. Mcthod of Conducting Reestations, G.
W. Ross; 8. The Moral Eleinent in Education, Rov. J. 5 Croly, M.A,, Millbank,
9. Election of Officers; 10 Roport of Cominittoe on Constitution ; 11. Quostion

0X.
Every teacher in the Riding is expocted by tho Public Schiool Ingpoctor to bo
presont, and to come propured to discuss the precoding programne. Schiools
to be closoed on Friday. Exorcises to commeonco at 9 a.. each day. Aucentor-
tainmont, consisting of Addresses, Roadings, &e., will be givon on tlhie ovening

of tho first day.
JA8. CroZIER, B.A., Prosident. H. DickeNsox, Sacratary, Stralford P.O.

ToroNto.~Tho semi-annual meeting of the Toranto Teachers' Asso-
ciation wos huld 1a the Public Hell of the Normal Scheol on Friday, Sep-
temaber 27.  Mr. James Hughes, President, occupied the chair. Tho first
subject, * How to Teach Composition," was opened by 3Mr, Georgo K.
Powell, who read a very practical paper on the subject. A profitable
discussion followed, which led to a resolution heing adopted requesting
the School Beard to adopt Swinton's Language Lossons &3 & text-book.
Mr. Adam Morrison followed with 8 very practical address on wmap
skotching, which he illustrated in a most simplo aud satisfactory manuer.
Tho afternoon session was oponed by a vory eloguent and cxhanstivo

address on the ** Responsibility of Teache,s for Control and Influonce.”
Their groat sesponsibility consisted in tho fact that they were forming
habits in their pupils by control ; habits of action by influence ; habits
of thought. Biology had shown that any particular action was oftected
by an operation in an automatic pact of the brain structure ; that opera-
tion repoatod doveloped that part; and tho rosult of the dovelopmoent,
was a tondency to perform the action. Thus the development of a
faculty in o child sometites beeame so great that it was oxercised inde-
perdont of tho diroction of tho will. ‘Thig, 1 other wards, was forco of
habit, and it indicated tho vast respousibility of teachors engaged in the
work of fashioning and moulding youtbful minds. One important
halnt that shonld Lo develuped by control was au implicit submission to
covstituted authority, for sell-roliance in the man grew out of obedienco
i _the boy, whoreas waywardness and solf-will tended to create the
spirit which m "do n man both a tyrant and a sycophant. Influenco
implied an internaf moving in cuntrast to extornal restraint implicd by
control. It wag tho direct operrion of mind upon mind, either by pro-
cept, oxample, or magretic sympathy, and it shouid bo remembered that
wiluence was exeorcised, whether we intended it or not. There was no
such thing as morality apart from rehgion—from the fandawmental the-
sitric 1den of & controliing being to whora wa are respensible for our con-
duct. A tencher must bo up with the times-—with the rapid develop-
ments in all branches of knowledge, with the political chauges, and with
the intensely critical spirit that provailed. A teacher should endeavor to
comprehend the naturo end montal tendencies of hig pupils, olse thero
wns great danger of estallishing mistaken notions and wrong habits,
The spirit of generous compoetition among pupils, he bolioved, was pro-
ductive of good when not carried to eseess  In conclusion, be eloguently
dwelt upon sumo of the cucouragements which shonld sustain teachers
in their arduous task, After a brief intermission, Mr. F. F. Manly, M.4.,
of the Toronto Collegiato Instituto, read a paper and gave some blak-
board sllustrations of varions methods of teaching vulgar and decimal
fractions, for which the thanks of tho Association were voted to bim.
The meetirg then adjourned till the ovening. In the eveniag J. M.
Bauchan, M. A., High School Inspector, delivered his admirabio lecture
on * Poetry and Polties” to & most appreciative andicnco,

Offirinl Drpurtment,

NEW BRUNSWICK.

* Tho Board of Trustees of any School District is hereby empowered
tp provide from the School Funds under its control Prizes not oxceeding
a first, second or third prize, in auy School Tarm, for cach School or
Department, and according to such conditions and regulations as may
Le prescribed by the Board of Education, provided that no sach Prize
shall be awarded in respect of proficiency in particular subjects of the
School course, or the discharge of partienlariSchool duties.’~—41 Viet.,
cap. 35, sec. 10,

In pursuenco of the nbove enactment of tho Legisiature, the Board of
Education has been pleased to prescribe the following conditions and
regulations—which are to bo carefully obsorved by Boasds of Trasteos
and Teachors—respecting tho offering and awarding of tho School Prizes
thercin authorized :—

1. 'The offer of the Prizes and the conditions of their award set forth
below (in Sections 2 and 8) shalf be anaounced to the School, or depart-
'x;lmnt, on or befure the first day on which it may be in Session in any

crm.

2. Tho following shall bo regarded as the Sraxparp for every mom-
ber of the School :——Prompt attendance at each School sitting; unex-
ceptional conduct while subject to the Tescuer's supervision, whether
in tho School-room or elsewhere : indnstrioua application in the discharge
of every Schuol duty; and excellenco of scholarship in tho subjects of
prescribed study, accordiug to the pupil’s assignments in the course of
iustraction pursued in the School.

8. The Teacher shall assign a fixed numerical value to the above
Staudard, say {5 or 10) for cach haif day (or for cach day), fo bo avail-
ablo in respect of those pupils only who are present ; end the Teacher
shall according to his best judgment determino and record at the time
what abatement is to be made for any half.day (or day) from this stand-
ard figuro on account of tardiness, improper conduct, want of applica-
tion, or imporfect scholarship. A* the closo of the calendar montg tho
Teaches shall make entry in the School Register (pago 6 or 10) of the
sum of the standard figures (or parts of them) retained for the month
by cach pupil, ond the aggregato of theso monthly entries shall be re-
gorded as tho papil’s School Standing for the Torm.

4. At the close of tho Term the Teachor shall proscat a written Re-
port, under hus siganture, to the Secretary of the Board of Trustees,
stating (1) the names, with the School Standing for the Term aunoxed
to each, of the pupils baving first, sccond and third positions; and (2)
the namo of any pupil who, whilo & member of the School, or depart-
ment, was unavoidably absent, and wuose actual average daily stending
being allowed for such days of abgence, not oxceeding five in any case,




