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heavorly bodies,~—sun, moon, and stars. The
moon, though absolutely one of the smallest
lights of our system, is descrived 88 second-
ary and subordinate to oxly its greatest light,
the sun. It is the apparent, then, not theae-
tunl, which we find in tha passage, -what
seemed to be, not what was ; and as it was
merely what appeared to be greatest that was
deseribed as greatest, on what grounds are
we t¢ hold that it may not also have been
what appeared at the time to be made that
bas been deseribed asmade?  Thesun, moon,
and stars may have been crented long keforo,
the ugh it was not until this fourth period of
creation that they became visible f.om the
carth’s surface.”

«‘Tho geologist, in his attempts to collato
the Divine with the geologic record, has, I
repeat, only three of the six periods of crea-
tion to account for,—the period of plants, the
veriod of great sea monsters and ereeping
things, aud the period of cattle and beasts of
tho carth. lleis called on to question his
systews and formations regarding the remains
of these three great periods, and of these
only. And tho question once fairly stated,
what, Iask, is the reply ? All geologists
agree in holding that the vast geological seale
paturally divides into three great parts. There
are many lesser divisions,—divisions into sys-
tems, formations, deposits, beds, strata ; but
the master divisions, 1o each of which we find
2 type of lifo so unlike that of the others, that
even tho unpractised eye can detect the differ-
ence, are simply threo,—the Palaozoic, or
oldest fossiliterous division ; the Sccondary,
or middle fossiliferous division ; and the Ter-
tiny, or latest fossiliferous division.

¢« In the 4rst, or Palreozoic division, we find
corals, crustaceans, molluses, fishes, md, in
jts later formations, afow reptiles.  Butnone
of these classes of organisms give its leading
character to the Palseozoic ; they do notcon-
stitute its prominent feature, of render it more
remarkable as o scene of life than any of the
divisices which followed. ‘That swhich chicfly
distinguished the Palzozoic from the Second-
ary and Tertiary periods was its gorgeous
ficra. It was cmphatically the period of
plants,—¢ of herbs yielding sced after their
kind.” In no otherage did the world ever
witness such o flora = the youth of the earth
was peeuliarly o green and umbrageous youth,
-—a youth of dusk and tangled forest, of huge
piues and stately araucarians, of the reed-like
calumite, the tall tree-fern, the scu ptured
sagillaria, and the hirsute lepidodendron.—
Wherever dry land, or shallow lake, or run-
ning stream appeared, from where Melviile
Jsland now spreads out its ico wastes un-
der the star of the pole, to where the arid
plans of Australia ho solitary beneath the
bright cross of the south, a rank and lJuxuri-
ant herbago cumbered every footbreadth of
the dank and streaming soil ; and even to
distaot planets our carth must have shone
through the enveloping cloud with a green
and delicate ray.  Of this extraordinary age
of planis we have.our checrful remembrancers
aud witnesses in the flames that roar in our

chimueys whon we pile np the winter fire,—in
the britliant gas that now casts its light on
this great assemblage, and that lighters up
the streots and Janes of this vast city,—in the
glowing furnaces that smelt our metals,
and give moving powor to our ponderous en-
gines,—in the long dusky trains that, with
shrick and snort, speed dart-like athwart our
landscapes,—and in tho great cloud-envelop-
ed vessels that darken the lowor reaches of
your noble river, and rush in foam over ozean
and sca. The geologie evidence is so com-
plete a3 to bo patent to all, that the first greas
period of organized being was, as deseribed
in the Mosaic record, peculiarly a period of
herbs and trees, ¢yielding sced after their
kind.’

“‘The middle great period of tho geologist
—that of the Sccondary division~—possessed,
Jike the carlier one, its herbs and plants, but
they were of a greatly less luxuriant and con-
spicuous character than their predecessors,
and no longer formed the promnent trait oc
feature of the creation to which they belong-
ed. The period had also its corals, its cru-
stacedns, its molluses, its fishes, and in some
one or two excoptional instance its dwarf
mammals. But the grand existences of the age,
~—the oxistence in which it excelled every
other creation, earlier or later, were its huge
creeping thing ,~its enormous monsters of
the deep,—and, as shown by the impressions
of their footprints stamped apen the rocks, its
gigantic birds. It was peculiarly the age of
ege.bearing animals, winged and wingless.
1ts wonderful whales, not, however, as now,
of the mammalian, but of tho reptilian class,
—ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs, and cetiosaurs,—
must have tempested the deep ; its ereeping
lizards and crocodiles, such as the telivsanrus,
megaiozaurus, and iguauodon, — ereatures
some of which more than vivalled the existing
clephant in height, and greatly more than ri-
valled him in bulk,~must have crowded the
plains or haunted by myriads theriversof the
period ; and we know that the footprints of
-t least one of its many birds aro fully twice
the size of those made by the horse or camel.
We aro thus prepared to demonstrate, that
the second period of the geologist was pecu-
liarly and characteristically a period of whale-
like reptiles of the sea, of enormous creeping
reptiles of the land, and of numerous birds,
some of therm of giguntie sizo ; and, in muet
accordance with the fact, wo find that the se-
cond osais period with which the geologist
is called on to deal was s period in which God
created tho fowl that flieth above the carth,
with moving [or erezping] creatures, both in
the waters and on the land, and what our
translation renders great whales, but that I
find rendered, in the margin, great ses mon-
sters.

¢ The Tertiary period has alse its promi-
nent class of existences. Its flora seems to
bave been no more conspicuous than that of
tho present time ; its reptiles occupy & very
subordinate place ; but its beasts of tho field
wera by far tho most wondorfully developed,
both in size and numbers, that over appear-



