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tion in favor of the establishment of jin 
Old Men's Home was unanimously 
passed. “It was resolved,” read the res­
olution, “thtft the provincial government 
be petitioned to set aside a tract of 
land, which your petitioners respectfully 
request be located between New West­
minster and Vancouver, and' that a suf­
ficient sum be placed in the first esti­
mates for the establishment of such a 
home.” . ,, „

It was decided to write to the Van­
couver council, recommending' them to 
take a leaf from Victoria’s book, and 
establish a home similar to the one lo­
cated in this city. A cordial invitation 
is at the same time extended to the 
Vancouver aldermen to come over to 
Victoria and see how it is done.

Berlin, Dec. 27.—Princess Alexandra 
Victoria of Schleswig-Hotetemsonderk- 
Glucksburg has been betrothed to 
Prince Augustus William, fourth son of 
Emperor William. Princess Alexandra 
Is second daughter of Duke Eneidch of 
Schleswig-Holstein. She. was born in 
April 1887.

t ■ j.veggf.
—— sion City last night at the Dominion 

hotel. Henrÿ Windehauk, who has been 
staying in the city for a Tew days, had 
this to say: “I cannot imagine . the 
slightest chance of Robert Jardine be­
ing successful in pewdney. Everyone 
wnoxvbted for the Premier at the last 
election will support him again tlite 
time, and a great many more besides. 
Even Nicomen Island, .that went strong­
ly Liberal before, will have that ma­
jority much reduced, if not wiped out. 
Mr. McBride knows everyone and 
everyone likes him. If any other parts 
go against him, Mission City will roll 
up enough Conservative votes to give 
him a bigger majority than before. If 
you will notice each election has made 
him more secure in his seat, and the 
coming one will cinch it.”

Mr. Windebank, who has very large 
business interests on both sides of the 
Fraser, is well qualified to give an opin­
ion. He leaves this afternoon to 'spend 
a few days in Seattle, but will be home 
about New Year to take part in thê 
fight.
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Big Gamble For Diamonds |
° Prospector, in Sou* Africa M.y Get Nothin* For l»hor _________ [
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PUNS OF SUBDIVISION
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dug up and 

From
dry, the mud and gravel are 
handed in buckets to the "baby, 
this swinging sieve the finer gravel 
emerges, and this is again carefully 

, washed, and then comes the sorting, 
when the keen

j ail Mall Gazette.
Vway down in the extreme south­

west corner of the Transvaal, in a dis­
trict which, until the opening of the 
Klcrksdorp-Fourteen Streams railway, 
hv far out of the track of the ordinary 
traveler, there exists a curious little in­
dustry. The diamond diggers of the 
dual'are found in a backwater of Sonth 
Urb an life. At long intervals the. outer 

world hears of some exceptional success, 
i„it it knows nothing of the failures, 
the great financial schemers have no 
nine for the men who poke about in the 
lie,l of a river to find a few stones. 
,:„I -the spot is full of interest, and 

t ier the parched Hand a ramble by the 
in-nail river which has played so im- 

. ,liant a part in the history of South 
Africa makes a welcome change.

The camp of the diggers makes a pic- 
■ -une scene in the early morning. In 
i> marvelously clear air and glorious 
sunshine of the beginnings of a South 
African day there is a certain promise 
of romance, a tinge of adventure bright­
en. the most prosaic journey. The 
breadth of the Vaal between Christiana 
o,, the Transvaal bank and Zoutpans 
Ivifi ni, the Orange river shore is always 
beautiful, but in the clear-cut brilliance 
of ettrlv morning, as in the softer glow 
of ,1.0 'setting sun, there is an added at­
traction.

The waters.

And Transacts Various Other Civic 
Business of a Routine 

Nature

Are Now Choosing Site and Will 
Erect Building Costing 

About $5,000

&
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eye of the digger soon 
picks out any diamonds which have been 
brought up". But the stones so painfully 
looked for are few and far between, 
and often the men will plod on for days, 
and even weeks, without the slightest 
reward.

It is hard work as the sun grows hot­
ter and after a run of bad luck, even 
the natural optimism of the digger 
fades, and he thinks of throwing up his 
task. But luck has a strange way of 
coming at the last moment. That mid­
dle-aged diggei yver there—a man who 
employs a respectable sized gang of boys 
—was only recently on the verge of giv­
ing in. A run of blank weeks had eat­
en away his capital. His boys were un­
paid. ,He could hardly force himself to 
remain on the bank and go through the 
endless washing, always finding noth­
ing. At last he decided to "chuck it.
Some of his-fcear was actually removed, 
when suddenly he found a stone which 
he sold for £120. The . gear was put 
back and the digger is. stilljempting for­
tune on the banks of the Vaal.

Over there is a Manchester man with 
his clium. The former is an educated 
man, formerly an accountant. They, 
have no native labor, but do the whole 
of the rough work themselves. A few 
days- ago they were ’ literally existing 
upon mealie pap. Then two small 

.stones were found, and today they are 
again eating white man’s food. Many 
a curious history could be told by the 
diamond digger of the Vaal. Here arc 
men who have traveled over half the 
globe, always driven onward by the 
passion for finding the wealth which 
nature hides so cleverly.

Hope leads them ever onward, like 
will-o’-the-wisp. Another blank day 

today? Never mind; there is tomorrow,
and then perhaps-------. Alas! an old
digger told me that only five per cent of 
the diggers ever do even moderately
. __ In most cases those who have
luck squander in a few hours the wind­
fall of a minute.

But there is trouble brewing on the 
banks of the sunny Vaal. You notice 
that, although there are evidences of 
past digging oh the Transvaal ’shore, 
all the diggers have-removed to the 
Orange River colony bank. This"is not 
because the Zontpan’s drift side is the 
richer. >

The bend of the stream on 
tiana side is believed to contain far the 
greater wealth. During the little "work 
that was done there is a stone of 32 
carats, which was sold op the spot for 
£472, was discovered whereas in all the 
digging on the opposite shore the big­
gest diamond has been 12% carats, the 
sale price being £120. But further li­
cences for the Transvaal side have been 
refused. It has been ruled that the bed 
of the river is crown land. This neces­
sitates its formal preclamation by the 
government and there will be consider­
able delay before this can be done.

The sequel is likely to betrouble. As 
the river falls there will be a great ink 
flux of diggers from other parts of thé 
river as well as from--thft—1‘Rand, A- 
thousand are-said to be cbm ingrown.
These men win find the Orange River 
colony' banS fatfly 511ed Sp. and ytt be*-" 
fore their byes a potential Eldorado,, also 
Which for some reason they can not some
fathom is a closed land. The danger is most ^tractive £om «^seenm a depu_ 
—and it is not a remote one—that the point, improved. It T>rfm,:«r McBride diggers will defy-the law and descend] talion waited T“0w®in view anil 
into the bed of the river as soon as the ^terday T^JJ^nce him that
water is low enough and begin work. received an assuranceOnce established there, it will be hard everything m lus powe^ould be 
to get them to shift, and some people on towards meeting their wisnes. 
the spot already mention the word riot.
It certainly seems desirable that the 

should be allowed to work even if 
there is a technical breach of the law.
The diggers realize between £1,000 and.
£1,100 a-' month in diamonds and the 
trade which" results keep Christiana, 
which is the seventh or eighth largest 
town in the Transvaal, solvent.
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A club at one. the many beauty 
spots lying in the vicinity of Victoria, 
where the automobile and motorboat 
tlmsiaets may gather in a social Way 
during the summer months, is proposed 
by members of the local auto club. The 
project has been taken up seriously and 
with characteristic energy, and there is 
every indication that it will be earned 
through to a successful issue.

It is believed that it will be possible 
to find an admirable site at Albert 
Head. In the first place the 
through" Metchosin, from the stand­
point of the automobile devotee, is 
one of the finest of the many beautiful 
landscapes to be enjoyed on the south­
ern part of Vancouver Island. Ibe 
roads also are always in fairly good 
condition. Then it is not a long trip 
from the local harbor to Albert Head 
for any of the fast motorboats which 

owned by residents of the $ty. 
Building of Modest Dimensions 

The intention is not to spend a very 
large sum of money on the enterprise 
at the outset. As far as can be gath­
ered, the present, club is willing to 
stand an outlay of some four or five 
thousand dollars on the building to be 
constructed. What they want now, they 
say, is a structure having one large 
room and a kitchen, provided with the 
equipment necessary for the refresh­
ment of 0the sportsmen belonging to the 
organization in the course of their ex­
cursions through the different outlying 
sections of the country bordering upon 
the capital of British Columbia.

The Auto club was brought into ex­
istence only a year ago. Then its mem-^ 
bership was eleven. Now it has been so
______ __________' - ’ forty-eight
names upon the books, all of whom are 
in good standing, and, what is more, j 
every one an a

A matter which has been the cause 
of much worry for the past few weeks, 
and which has been responsible for not 
a few lengthy sessions, was settled at a 
meeting of the city council last night, 
when the final plans for the subdivision 
of the Fairfield Farm estate were ac- 
gepted. Two sets of plans were submit­
ted, both being similar to those which 
were rejected at the last meeting. The 
feeling was by no means unanimous in 
favor of their acceptancé, and it was 
only by a narrow margin that they went 
through.

The rock on which the council and the 
surveyors nearly split was the continu­
ation of George street. When the plans 
were rejected at tl\e last meeting of the 
council, it was "With the understanding 
that George street was to be contin­
ued, whereas, as shown on the plans, 
it "was cut off short. At yesterday’s 
meeting the surveyors, who were pres­
ent, pointed out that it was- impos­
sible to continue the street, owing to 
the conformation of the other streets in 
that district. Some of the aldermen 
agreed, while others thought that with" 
the sacrifice of a little land the street 
could be continued all right. The coun­
cil had gone into committee to consider 
the plans, and when it arose a recom­
mendation was passed to the effect that 
both plans be accepted as submitted.

Aid. Fell, however, offered an amend­
ment to the effect that the plans be not 
accepted until She arrangement 
been made for the continuation of 
George street.

The majority of the aldermen had, 
however, apparently had all that they- 
wanted of the subdivision plans, and on 
a show of hands being called, it was 

amendment had been

<JKen-

! Accidents
unit Happen. ’

But if you are prepared 
for them beforehand, they 
are soon mended. Braises, 
Wrenches. Neuralgia, Sciatica 
Sid Strains yield instantly

0 0

MAYOR’S RIGHT TU . 
VOTE QUESTIONED

MILT REVIEW OF 
THE LOCAL MEETS

run
t>

to i

Hirsts Pain 
Exterminator

Always have a bottle with 
25c. at all dealers.

Try Hirst's Lillie Liver
Pills. A perfect after-dinner 
pilL Will assist digestion. 
Ask your dealer or send ns 
25c. A handsome souvenir 
card free.

Though the Christmas trade was a 
record one, local merchants anticipate 
that the rush will continue uutil after 
the New Year. The late arrival of the 
turkeys caused a-big trade to be done at 
the butchers’ shops on Christmas eve, 
but local wholesalers state there will 
not be a surplus of the birds to carry 
over, and prices therefore will be main­
tained, The only new shipment to ar­
rive was one of pineapples. As they are 
of splendid quality, they are being rap­
idly taken up. Inability to obtain con­
signments has made somewhat of a tam- 
ine in table raisins and other dried 
fruits, but the fulls holiday shipments 
are now arriving and the stringency will 
shortly be removed.

Appended are yesterdays quotations.

Short-Lived Sensation at Court 
of Revision—Citizens Sum­

monsed Fail to Appear

are I

... though daily growing 
iMvPr so that the white post which 
marks the height of the flood time now 
Vin+I ihrec nr four feet above the level 

(hr stream, sparkles in the sunshine; 
houses nestle among the trees, 

far as the eye can see

you.
George A. Morphy, representing some 

half dozen property holders of the city, 
created quite a sensation at the session 
of the court of revision’ yesterday morn­
ing by questioning the' right of Mayor 
Morley to occupy the position iff chief 
magistrate of Victoria.

Things had been going along quite 
smoothly, when suddenly \ Mr. Morphy 
arose. "I wish, to register an objection,’’ 
said he. “I have reasous ‘for believing 
that Mr. Motley’s name has tio'buainess 
on the voters’ list, and that he is not 
qualified to hold the position of mayor.” 

There was something like consterna- 
“5’ L the nroud I tion among those present, and everyone

-/ Ct e, snd a nar listened eagerly to hear what more Mr.
possessor of an automobile and a pa Morphy might have to say.
ticipator in all the varied outings which belieTe „ continued Mr. Morphy,
are- constantly being arranged by t .,thgt Ml. Morley ia uot a British citl- 
exeeutive ojpsthe club. zen. Mr. Morley was once naturalized

,,,. N*w motorboat as an American citizen, and voted in the
With the addition of the moterboat Qf >>w York and tialifornia. i

owners to this membershp -dd am now in communication with the
should come very close to the nunaren . , , hb
mark. New machines are being import- c0“lts m Dom tuP 
ed continually, it being possible at the “I may as well save Mr. Morphy any­
time of writing to mention ten or twelve more trouble on that score, replied the 
neoule who have ordered motors and Mayor, when Mr. Morphy had finished 
who are eagerly awaiting the arrival of his indictment. I was an American 
their nnrrhases One of (hose in this citizen once, but I have been a natural- 
situation is Lieut.-Governor DUnsmuir. ized Canadian for some years now. If 
U is reported that he has a car valued Mr. Morphy searches-the records at the 
at $10 000 on the way from Italy. court house lie will find the papers all

On Christmas practically all the mem- in good order, 
hers of the club made a trip about the it being well on to lunch hour, the 
suburbs of the city. They went court adjourned at this stage to allow 
through Beacon Hill park, where a Mr. Morphy an opportunity to look over 
photographer was in attendance, to oh- the books at the court house. When 
tain a picture of the machines and their the court again met, Mr. Morphy an- 
jubilant occupants. This will be used nounced that according to the records 
bv ’H Cuthbert, secretary of the Vic- he fonnd that Mr. Morley had been re­
tort "Development & Tourist associ- naturalized on May ,4, 1902, and was 
ation, as an evidence of the extreme consequently now > ^British citizen in 
mildness of the temperature in the fa- good standing. 91 ,
vored capital of Canadas- most west- • Mr. Morphy sprung anothei- eensa- 
eriy province in midwinter. . tion, although of - ev somewhat milder

The management of- the organization sobt y<ÇbeO he accused the city officials 
has taken action towards having discrimination in making out the 
of the roadways, especially ttiose TOters- ]ist. Mr. Morphy only cited one 

stana- cage.s> tbat 0f Andrew Fairfnll, and 
wanted to know why his name did not 
appear on the lista. Mr. Fairfuil, he 
alleged, was shown as qualifying on the 
road tax, which, as a matter of fact, he 
knew he had not paid. it". P. Winsby, 
tax collector, replied that it was true 
that Mr. Fail-full had not paid the tax, 
but that he had claimed exemption on 
the ground that he was over fifty years 
of age.

“Well, what difference does that 
make, anyway?" inquired Mr. Morphy. 
“Mr. Fairfuil isn’t the court of revis­
ion, is he. He hasn’t paid hrs rates, 
and his name ought to be before this 
court.”

The matter was qot pressed any fur­
ther.

Of the one hundred and twenty odd 
citizens whose qualifications to vote are 
in doubt, and who were summoned to at­
tend the court, only eleven attended in 
person, while Mr. Morphy represented 
some half dozen others. Those who 
were present were: George Elrick, 
Charles A. Schultz, John A. Rithet, Ed­
ward G. Wilkins, John Burt, George 
Martin, Arthur Osborne, William Pat­
terson,. Thomas J. W. Hicks, R. A. H. 
MacDonald. In every case it was 
found that the irregularity had arisen 
out of some misunderstanding, thus 
Mr. Rithet stated that he had been un­
der the impression that the rate had 
been paid at his office while he was 
away. Others had sworn in their af­
fidavits that they had paid road taxes, 
while as a matter1 of fact what they had1 
paid was dog tax. Steps are now being 
taken by the city officials to have all 
these misunderstandings straightened

a lew
sun,-lies the great plain, sun-yellowed 

almost treeless, part of the ex­
panse of apparently wasted 
I,rough which the Diamond 

press non rushes for hour after hour 
A silent lonely land, striking on account 
,,f its immensity.
theBmmning°nU « activity. The bronze- 
,.,1 tacit urn ferryman laboriously row s 
over the heaviest loads of the day, his 
rough plank craft deep in the water.

diggers who live in Chris- 
crossing to the Orapgia bank; 

those who dwell close to their work in 
the tented camp, which extends up 
stream for half a mile from the drift, 

taking a hasty breakfast before 
commencing on another (lay ^ gamble, 
which may leave them With a full purse 
01- onlv an increased load of anxiety. 
For. alter all. the diamond -digger of the 
Vaal is a gambler, and no gambler ever 
•worked harder for his gains.

the plaeid water by the weir, 
Hid inspect- the little group now start- 

work almost in the bed of the river. 
There are probably 300 or 400 men 
diegin- in the mud and stones which 
Jie beneath the reeds. A large propor­
tion are while men, cladim mud-spatter­
ed eiothes, with browned faces and arms. 
Tkev have excavated, huge pits m the 
low'ground left dry by the falling river; 
some are so close to the water that they 
have to erect semi-circular dams to keep 
the stream from flooding the work. 
During the night two or three feet of 
water has risen in the diggings and the 
first task is to bail out the pits.

The more enterprising—or 
those with capital—have -wpurdwsed 
California pumps, an innovation intro­
duced by Mr.-. Hamilton, thé ’hugest, 
digger on the field, some months ago. 
At first failure was predicted for the 
somewhat tiimsy-looking. arrangements 
of wood and canvas, and a throng of 
men came out to see their predictions 
verified, but it was a victory for sci­
ence. The "new tangled" idea caught on 
and half a dozen are in use today, for 
they empty a pit in an eighth of the 
lime it would take a bench of boys with 
biK-kPts. * ■ •

Many of the diggers, however, could 
not afford the outlay and today you see 
lli® white man, who is supposed not to 
work in this happy land, standing knee- 
deep in water and mud, doing nigger s 
work.”

land
ex- liad TME F. F. DÀLLEY CO., Limited 

Hamilton, Ont.
athe Vaal at 7 o’clock in

augmented that there are retail markets.
Meat and Poultry

$12.00 
.$14 to $16 

$30.00 
$27.00 
$20.00 
$25.00

found that the 
killed. Those who voted for the ac­
ceptance of the plans were: Aid. Good- 

Aid. -Stewart, Aid. Hall, Aid.

Hay, Fraser river, per ton....
Hay, Island, per ton................. ..
Feed, cornmeal, per ton
Chop feed, best, per ton ........... ..
Whole corn, best, per ton ......
Middlings, per ton ....................... .

Fruit
Bananas, per hunch ................... $3.00 to $3.50
Lemons, per box ....................... $5.50 to $6.00
Oranges, navel, per box...........$3.00 to $3.75
Oranges, Japanese, per box......
iApples, local, per box............ .$1.3o to 1. <o
(Pineapples, per dozen ...................... $4.50

Produce 
Eggs, local, per doz. ..
Butter, local, creamery .
Comb honey, per lt>., eastern..
Comb honey, local, ner lb.........

Meats
Veal, per lb.......... ..
Pork, per ib.........................
Tongnes, per lb..................
Beef, per lb..........................
Mutton, per lb.................m.......
American hams, per lb..................
Bacon, rolled ................. .
American bacon, per lb.

well.
Hama, per lb .................................... 25 to 30
Bacon, per to----------- ------------ •••• ‘VtofS
Beef, per to. ........... ....................... 1214 to 18Port, dressed, per to.....................™ --
Mutton, per lb...............................«Vox tn *1 76Lamb, per quarter ..................... $1 fa is

tieeee, dressed, per lb....................
Ducks, dressed, per lb.................... on to 25Chickens, per lb. 20to>>
Chickens, per Jb.; live weight 
Chickens, broilers, per lb......
Pigeons, dressed, per pair...
Rabbits, dressed, each............
Hare, dreseed. each .........

The river
acre,
Vincent, Aid. Yates. Aid. Davey. 
Mayor, Aid. Douglas, Aid. Fell and 
Aid. Fullerton voted for the rejection 
of the plans unless the wished-for al­
terations were made.

Routine Business
Two by-laws occupied attention. The 

first, the Sewer Connections by-law, 
was introduced by Aid. Vincent. This 
measure contains a list of the names 
of some one hundred and twenty per­
sons, property owners and householders 
who have refused to obey the orders 
of the city engineer and to connect the 
premises either owned or occupied by 
them with the city sewerage system.. It 
is proposed that the city avail itself of 
its rights as set forth in the Sewerage 
by-laws, and make the necessary con­
nections, charging up all expenses to 
the owners. , . ^ ,

Aid. Davey objected to the introduc­
tion of the by-law on the grounds that 
it was too late in the year to deal prop­
erly with the measure. His objection, 
howeyer, was overruled, only Aid. Doug­
las standing by him when it came to $ 
show * "of hands, an<* the by-law passed 
its second reading. It will be finally 
passed at the next meeting. _

The amendments to the Buijdmg by­
law introduced by Aid. Fullerton at 
the last meeting of the council were 
also read for the last time, and duly 
signed, sealed and delivered.

A letter was received from uon. 
Templeman in reference to the delay 
in the granting of the letters patent for 
the water lots on Rock Bay to the city. 
Mr. Templeman wrote regretting very 
much that the delay should have 
curred, and surmising that it must have 
been due to a misunderstanding between 
the city and the federal authorities. If 
the matter is not settled in a month or 
two, do not fait to let me know, con­
cluded Mr. Templeman, a request which 

to ejaculate, “WhatI

The

are

se states.”.
16thé C'hris- 45”5 3540 18f’rnss 60c. to |1.00 2-513

mg fish
Oolacbao, salted, pet tit 
Cod. salted, per lb. .....
Halibut, fresh, per lb. .
Halibut, smoked, per 
Cod, fresh, per lb. .
Flounders, fresh, per lb. ...
Salmon, salt, per to. ...........
Salmon, fresh, per lb
Salmon, smoked, per lb..................
Clams, per lb- .............. ................
Oysters, Olympia, per pint...........
Oysters, Toke Point, doz. ......
Shrimps, per to. .
Herring, kippered 
Smelts, per lb. .....
Herring, fresh, per lb.
Finnan

12^
$2.25 
12^4 

8 to 10
11
20

ib.**. 15
22 Vh6

6 lb
10 25

i2y* •o-15 to 20
8 CITY LABORERS E 

INCREASE IH WAGES
50
45
20

viy,
10

rather 6
20

Egg»—
Eastern, per doz.................. ..
Fresh Island, per doz. ...................
Fresh cream, per pmt .................

Cheese—
Canadian, f per Lb. ............................
British Columbia, per lb. ........
Nenfchatel, ea-ch ................................
Cream, local, each ............................

Butter—
Manitoba, 14-!b. boxes...................
Manitoba, per lb. ............................
Best dairy, per lb. ......................Victoria-creamery, per to. .........
Cowlchan Creamery, per to...........
Delta creamery, per lb. ...........
Chilliwack creamery, per 1b........

Vegetable.

50 Aldermen Pass the Request on 
to the Council of 

Next Year

30

20
20
10
10

$4.00
30 Something in the nature of a sensa­

tion whs caused at the meeting of the 
city council last evening, when a letter 

received from William McKay,

80Tally-Ho Motor Car
A change in the management of the

Victoria garage took place on the 24th
tost, when Roy Tr°uP ^JLPr°rtSe^f0Ne« 
interest to John R. Hazard, of Nsvi 
York, who, with J. B. Woods, will con 
tinue the business. The new member 
nf the firm is a recent arrix al In the 
city having reachec^Victoria after 
spending two years touring Europe and
AS4ah'e new firm are expecting a large 
rush of tourists next season and are 
already making preparations for a big 
vear and have placed an order for a 
large Knox waterless sight-seeing tal­
ly-ho, capable of carying 26 passen­
gers and running at a rate of 25 miles 
an hour. The order has been placed 
through the Broadway Automobile 
company of Seattle for the machinery 
and motor parts, while the body will 
be constructed in this city. It will be 
the largest motor car in British Colum­
bia and will be very elegantly fitted up.

Besides this large tally-ho, the firm 
has ordered two of the finest cars ever 
imported to the city—model 1907 Win- 
tons, which are said to be the very 
latest in automobiles. They will be 
capable of carrying six passengers 
along with the driver and run a mile 
a minute with 60 horse power motors. 
Mr. Troup, the retiring member of the 
firm, will in future reside to Seattle 
where he has accepted a position.

40oc- 40
40men 40 was

secretary of the Victoria Laborers Pro­
tective association, in which was de­
manded an increase of twenty-five per 
cent in the wages of all day laborers 
in the employ of the city.

The claim was based on the fact that 
the cost of living bas increased great­
ly in the course of the past few 

The present rate of wages, it 
was affirmed, had been arranged when 
the cost of living in Victoria was twen- 
ty-five per cent below what it now is, 
and consequently it was claimed that 
an increase of twenty-five per cent was 
but fair and Just.

To a majority of the aldermen the 
communication came as a^vomplete 
surprise. Aid. Fullerton, however, had 
evidently been prepared for it. He im­
mediately moved that it be received 
and the request granted, and proceed­
ed to back up his resolution with fig­
ures. Day laborers in the employ of 
the corporation, said Aid. Fullerton, 
were paid at a lower rate than by any 
firm in the city. Sewer men got $2.50 

day, road laborers, $2.00, while those 
employed sweeping the

10Cabbage, each 
Onions. 6 lbs. for . 
Potatoes, Island, per 
Cauliflower, 2 heads

25
sack. .$1.00and $.1.25

Found Once in a While.
After the pits have been got fairly caused Aid. Yates . 

a inontli or two!” and to look as if he 
were not quite sure whether he was 
dreaming or whether the Hon. Mr. Tem­
pleman was joking.

J. L. Raymur, the city water commis­
sioner, wrote calling the attention of 
the council to the advisability of peti­
tioning the provincial legislature at its 
next sitting, for certain alterations in 
the Water Works act. Mr. Raymur 
pointed out that the municipality of Oak 
Bar was growing rapidly and that he 
had received many requests from resi­
dents of that district for permission to 
buy the city’s water. He recommended 
that some arrangement be made by 
which the water could be supplied at 
the rate of so much per gallon to the 
residents of the district. It was de­
cided to leave the matter to the coun­
cil of 1907.

A resolution from the finance 
mittee, recommending the payment of 
$34, being the cost of transferring a 
leper to Darcy Island, was duly re­
ceived and adopted.

Messrs. Crease & Crease wrote on be­
half of a client, the owner of certain 
premises at 23 Fort street, lately con­
demned by the city engineer. It was 
stated that the property was about to 
be bought by a large contractor, who 
would tear down the buildings in ques­
tion aud the council was asked not to 
force the present owner to go to the ex­
pense of demolishing the sheds. Two 
weeks’ time was granted for the pres­
ent owner to get rid of his property, and 
for the buildings to be done away with.

George C. Mannix, who lives on the 
shores of Elk lake, wrote 'requesting the 
right to cut the hay on a strip of the 
lake shore between the water and the 
road. He also requested permission to 
lay a water pipe from the lake to his 
houset Both petitions were referred to 
the dfater committee to report.

Weekly accounts to the amount of 
$8.191.16 were passed.

Reports were received from the city 
and the city engineer setting 

forth the assessment value of the prop­
erty benefited by certain proposed new 
sidewalks. The sidewalks, which will 
be of cement, and of an enduring ma­
ture, are planned to be laid as follows: 
Gorge road, between Government and 
David streets; Caledonia avenue, l?e- 

and Blanchard

75Carrots, per sack .........
Artichokes, per to..................
Celery, per bnnch .................

1241
15

take place during the ensuing twelve 
months.

Fruit
Oranges, navel, per doz... 
Oranges, Japanese, per box 
Lemons, per doz. .
Flge, cooking, per lb.
Figs, Smyrna, 3 lbs. ..
Figs, table, per lb..........
Grape Fruit, 4 for 
Raisins, Valencia, pet 
Raisins, table, per lb.
Snltanae, Smyrna, best 
Sultanas, California,
Sultanas, medium ..
Currants, new cleaned 
Apples, local, per box 
Banahas, per doz. ...
Prunes, beat, 8 lbs. ..
Prunes, seconds, per ID. ..

Nuts
Walnute, English, best, per 
Brazil, Per Ib..................
Almonds!6Jordan, per lb. ..... 
Almonds. Cal., paper shell, per 
Cocoanuts, each .........................

NOTES PROSPERITY 
THROUGH INTERIOR

25, 35,40
The Labor Market 75 years.

40Speaking of labor conditions, he as­
serted that unskilled laborers could 
command the exceedingly good Wage of 
$3 a daj' almost anywhere. If it be­
came bruited abroad, he said, that 
there was a man in a cdUain town will­
ing to work and out of employment the 
companies came to him and proferred a 
position. Instead of the men having 
to go around looking for work it came 

That was the condition at 
This, he thought,

8 to 10 
25

20 to 25

r lb
20 to 50

lo
15School Inspector Gillis Back From 

a Lengthy Trip" Through^ 
Mainland

12&
$1.50 to $2.25-

35>-to them, 
the present time, 
demonstrated the wisdom of the gov­
ernment’s action in enlisting the ser­
vices of the Salvation Army in the en­
deavor to bring large numbers of de­

niers from the Old Country 
Columbia.

25
5

lb... 25
“It's surprising the changes which 

have taken place throughout the in­
terior districts of Britlsi> Columbia 
within thç past year or so,” remarked 
J. D. Gillis, public school inspector for 
the Kootenay and Okanagan districts, 
in conversation yesterday. Mr. Gillis 
returned recently from an extensive 
tour of the country included in his jur­
isdiction, and is enthusiastic in speak­
ing of the growth in population and the 
general development along all lines of 
industry within the period mentioned.

A short time ago, he says, business 
generally was somewhat slack, espec­
ially throughout East Kootenay. In the 
Okanagan and surrounding country the 
i armors were enjoying a moderate 
amount of prosperity. Now there was 
a marked change. All the agricultur­
al country was being taken up by out­
siders eager to enter into the fruit 
growing industry. Districts hitherto 
unoccupied were being settled with re- 
markable rapidity and now sections 
which were before but barren wastes 
were beginning to assume the appear­
ance of well-kept and profitable farms. 
At Nelson the influx was particularly 
noticeable. There it was exceedingly 
difficult for the visitor to obtain ac- 
‘ "mmodation. All the hotels 
-ays taxed to their utmost capacity. 

Timber Industry Active 
in East Kootenay the development of 

limber industry was specially marked, 
it xvas impossible for one to go any dis­
tance without seeing a mill, and the 
majority of them employed large num- 
hf rs of men arid were making ship­
ments daily.

In short, Mr. Gillis said, the trend 
immigration appeared to be 'west- 

xvard. it was being discovered that 
British Columbia produce would com- 
11 'id a big price in the Northwest, and 

consequently,- was developing 
along those lines. This, he thought, 

The principal reason for the rush 
fruit lands and for t^e constantly 

leasing number of lumbering mills., 
’ - believed that' the output of the lat- 

N r product alone for the last twelve 
"nths would be much in excess of 

! it of the previous year. It also was 
1 opinion that a corresponding and, 
Perhaps, a still greater increase would

30
com- 30sirable sen 

to British 
there was an opening for practically 
all that could be obtained.

In a word, Mr. Gillis affirmed, that 
the country was prospering. The peo­
ple everywhere were optimistic and the 
conviction was general that the “good 
times” which had been so much desired, 
had at last reached British Columbia.

•75Undoubtedly 30 alb who were _ __
streets got $1.50 a day. These wages 
declared Aid. Fullerton were not ade­
quate in the face of present condi­
tions.

10
Foodstuffs

New hay ..............  *14’00t°lî«m
Hay, Hland, per ten ........................... *16.00
Hay .Fraser, per ton ...................... *14.00
BoAw,wSoVB£er ton"::::::::::: *32.00
Com «ackèd. per ton..... $33.00
Feed', cornmeal, per ton ............... *33.00
Oatmeal, per 10 lbs-•
Boiled oata, per 7-lb. sack....

Flour
Calgary Hungarian, per sack.... *1.50
Hungarian, per bbl.......................... .. $o.UU
Royal Household, per sice.........  $1.55

Pastry Flour—
Snow Flake, per sack ................. — *1.40

Middlings, per bag 100 lb«.......... |1.S3
Bran, per 100 iba..............  $1-23
Fork, per lb.......................................... M to 15
Limb, per quarter ..........*1.25 to*1.75

out.
As regards those who failed to attend, 

the court has not yet decided what ac­
tion will be taken. A series of ques­
tions has been submitted to the city 
solicitor, and when answers have been 
received, the court will meet again and 
deal with the cases. The notices sent 
out to those who were requested to at­
tend the sitting of the court, summoned 
them to come and show reason "why 
their names should-not be struck from 
the voters’ list,” and it is a question 
whether those who failed to appear 
have not forfeited their right to vote. 
In part the notification read as fol­
lows:

“You are hereby notified to appear 
before the Court of Revision on the 
Municipal Voters’ List.....’..."., when 
an opportunity wilVbe given you Of 
showing cause why your name should 
not be struck off the said voters’ list, 
for the reason that at the time of your 
making the declaration of qualification 
as a householder or licensee, you are 
not qualified as therein stated.

"A. J. MORLEY,
“Chairman Court of Revision.”

The Next Year’s Council
Aid. Davey, while stating that he 

was in favor of the principal all right, 
was of the opinion that It was matter 
which could hardly be touched by this 
year's council. Aid. Yates too was of 
the same opinion. “I want to see next 
year’s council do what is right,” said 
he “but all the same I do not think 
that we have the right to Interfere with 
them in any way, and if we should dic­
tate to them what course to pursue in 
this matter, we should certainly be in- 
terfegng. - No, I think the only thing 
to do is to refer it to the council of 
1907.”

Aid. Fell suggested a 
but when it was pointed out that it 
was too late for this, made no further 
mention of it. Aid. Hall stated that he 
was to favor of the move, but consid­
ered that it would not be right to at­
tempt to dictate to next year s council.

On the suggestion of the mayor, it^ 
was decided to add the words, “for 
favorable consideration” to the résolu- | 
tion referring the matter to the council 
of 1907.

STRONGLY ENDORSES 
THE GOVERNMENT

65o
PULP LEASES.

Loggers Are Anxious to Present Their 
Side of the -Case.

If anv change Is" to be made in the 
provincial statute respecting timber 
the B. C. Loggers association wishes 
the opportunity to first present their 
side of the case says the Vancouver 
News-Advertiser. A special meeting 
of the Loggers’ association was held 
yesterdav afternoon when the president 
Captain Theo. Magnesen, occupied the 
chair, and a very representative atten­
dance was present. The resolution was 
unaniinously supported to the effect 
that as the millmen sought radical al­
terations in thé existing act, the gov­
ernment, before any action was ta­
ken, should allow the loggers a chance 
to present their side. Copy of this res­
olution will be forwarded to the gov­
ernment.

Some days ago, 
chief commissioner, was waited on by 
a large deputation of miilmen, who 
asked that leases be granted for pulp 
purposes should be cancelled if nothing 
had been done on the land as provided 
for in the statute. The loggers are of 
the opinion that the changes will work 
hardships on those operating in the 
woods, but this opinion is not shared 
otherwise. It was contended at the 
meeting with the chief commissioner 
that if leases which were held for 
speculative purposes, without action 
being taken, were cancelled, It would 
benefit the logger, especially those 
who operated by hand, as land would 
be available which was . cidse to the 
water. Since large areas are held 
under pulp leases,'and good limits for 
lumber purposes are not easily acces­
sible, the' millmen' ask fpr the change. 
What they desire Is that where condi­
tions have not beem carried out, the 
timber should be thrown open to pub­
lic competition.

40
35

W. S. Holland Cites Reasons 
Why McBride Administration 

Should Be Returned
referendum,

“Business is .good all over the prov­
ince. The cities at the Coast are pros­
pering as well as the smaller towns of 
the interior. That being the case, I 
do not think" there is the slightest pos­
sibility of the McBride government be­
ing defeated at the coming elections.”

W. S. Holland, general agent for sev­
eral of the largest insurance companies 
doing business in British Columbia, 
made these remarks at the Driard ho­
tel last night. He has just returned 
from an extended tour, of the interior.

“The financial position has-improved, 
the revenue is: expanding, aud under 
these circumstances what need is there 
for a change? - I hope there will. be 
none.. ■ The present administration is 
the best we have ever had, and the peo­
ple generally realize it. Even in the 
Slocan country, that was somevvliat dull 
when silver went down, is reviving. 1 
believe it will soon be ns prosperous ns 
it ever was. Two big sawmills were 
opened in Kaslo recently; they employ 
quite a number of men. This rise in 
timber is helping out all over, and as 
present conditions were brought about 
1W the McBride governmeht, I feel sure 
it will stay in power.”

An indication of the surety of elec­
tion of Hon. Richard McBridq in hie 
old cousitueney, Dewdney. was given 

of the oldest resident* of Mis-

WHOLESALE MARKETS. 

Vegetables
Lettuce (hot house) per crate.... $1.50
Beets, per sack ..........................$1.25to|l.o0
Carrots, per sack ............................ $100
Cabbage, per Ib. . .............................. ‘
Cauliflowers, per doz. ................... $l-rt
Silverskln onions, per to...................
Potatoes, per ton ................... .
GaTlie, per lb...............  ....................
Sweet x Potatoes, per lb...................
Turnips, per sack ............................

Flour

assesso

were al- Mr. Green, then o
10 CAPTAIN SEABURY DEAD.

San Francisco, Dec. 27.—Capt. Wil­
liam R. Seabury, commodore of the pa­
cific Mail Company’s fleet, is dead at 
San Rafael as the result of a fall about 
a week ago. Capt. Seabury was 65 
vears of age. He was a native of New 
Bedford, Mass., and had been in the 
Pacific Mail service since 1865.

WOMAN BURNS TO DEATH

Woodbury, S'. J., Dec. 27.—Mrs. P. 
P. Abbott was burned to death here to­
day in a fire that destroyed the home of 
her son-in-law, Lewis P. Starr, prosecu­
tor of the pleas court of Camden coun­
ty. The fire was started by the chil­
dren, who were trying to light candles 
on a Christmas tree.

3 ttween Douglas street 
avenue; Fisguard street, between Doug­
las street and Blanchard avenue: Cor­
morant street, between Blanchard ave­
nue and Quadra street; Fort street, be­
tween Stanley avenue and Elford 
street; Ellicott street, between Govern­
ment and Douglas streets; South Tur­
ner street, between -Simcoe street and 
Dallas road: Clarence street, between 
Simcoe and Niagara streets; Rithet 
street, between Menzies and South Tur­
ner streets; Michigan street, between 
Menzies and Government streets; Os­
wego street, between Quebec and Belle­
ville streets; St. John street, between 
Kingston and Quebec -streets.

G. F. Gibson, city comptroller of 
Vancouver, wrote, giving an account of 

meeting in which delegates from the 
various municipalities of the Mainland 

present, and at which a resolu-

$1.

Hungarian, ogtlvle’e 
Itoyal Houeehold. per bbl. . 

Flam, Hungarian, Lake of the 
Wood». Fire Roses, per bbl... 

Flour. Hnn.arian. Moffet’o Best.
CÆ' ?«UXrtaMVeet^ta

Snow, per Dfil............... .

Flour, $5.60

*$•60
*5.35
$5.50

$4.55 oo
-O- IT VARIED. 1Foodstuffs

INDIANS PROTEST

Calcutta, Dec- 27.—The Indian na­
tional congress, now in session here, 
adopted a resolution today expressing 
the indignation of the delegates that In­
dians are denied the rights of citizens 
in the Transvaal, and voicing the opin­
ion that such a policy is fraught with 
danger to the Empire. The congress 
protested also against the alarming 
growth of military expenditures.

$32.00
*32.00
$24.00
*25.00
$25.00

American wheat, per ton .........
Manitoba feed wheat, per ton. 
Oats, Manitoba, per ton.......
Oat., Island, pe 
Barley, Manltobi 
Sweet potatoes, per Ib.
Citrons, per bl.
Peppers bell, per 
Turnips, per sack .....
Barley, Island, per ton.
Bran, per ton .................
Shorts, per ton .............
Cracked corn, per ton .

The late Judge Saunders, of North Caro­
lina, was noted as an angler, hut he had 
a pool- memory as to the weight of the 
flsh he had taken. On one occasion a 
friend, trying to entrap him, said. Say, 
Judge, what was the weight of that 
catfish you caught the other day?

The Judge turned tp nls waiter and 
said, “Bob, wfiat did I say the catfish 
weighed?”“What time yesterday, bos*— in de maw- 
nin’ at dinner or after supphh?'

r ton
tona, oer

3V* ay.
tug

box . $1.75
$1.25

$26.00
$22.00
*23.00
$30.00
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