LONDON ADVERTISER, SATUKDAY, MAY 24, 1924.

Our Only National University Does Its Work ir Overalls

How Canada Carries Culture of Campus t¢ Backwoods C

Romantic Story of Frontier
College—Nothing Is More
Typically Canadian Than
This Unique Educational

Enterprise—Enormous Po-
tentialities of = Educated
Lumberjacks

By ARTHUR HAWKES
ID you ever put in a winter on t 1l
skirts of civilization, and sit, night after
night, nothing to read, nobody to
and even a game of solitaire debarred?
Did you ever earn your living in the sweaf

with

talk

of your face, and meet the alternative of accept
ing five dollars a month and your board for the
winter. or working as a Iumberjack?

Were you ever warned by a man who knew
“ungodly foolish”
1o go into any such places, when five dollars a

the camps that you would be

month and cleaniiness were assured?

Have you ever reflected on what the camp
and the frontier have done for Canada and for
your own comfort?

Would you be amused at the idea of lnmber
jacks aftending
working

dark?

university even while they are

with axe or team from daylight to

Did it
way

ever occur to you that rail-

bush

men on

construction and in the might earn
an arts degree, and receive as fine a tuifion in
the camps as the exquisites among the intellec
tuals bestow around the campus?

In fifty camp is
campus. So unique a truth
demonstrated by

sity

ways the aheadl of the

is by way of being
the only national univer-

university in the

truly
in Canada, and the only
world whose ('I{(ii{l to atfend classes
horny hand, and whose robes are ove

When this century was coming in the llead
ing Camp Alfred
Fitzpatrick, a After
vears of splendid ser.ice to

Association was formed by

Presbyterian minister.
rarely quiet and
Canadian citizenship it was re-named the Fron
tier College, with the founder as principal It
now has a dominion university
authority to confer degrees

If you have Canadian

it now; for, with a

charter, with
pride prepare
past and present
fifty

st PP
sial 01

seven hundred and instructors, the Fron
tier College, Canadian of Canadian in spirit and
truth, has in it the potentialities of

vance in popular education

more ad-
than anything that
has crossed the vision of most of those who have
sensed what is in the Fitzpatri objeciive. 1t
18 a revolution indeed to take the universitv to
the student instead of bringing the student to
the university, to hold classes in the woods in
corridors

stead of off the Some university

leaders, who dote on the magnificent dignities

of an alma mater (and who never did a week's
manual labor), are against this new broadening
out of Canadian culture. Others are for it with

heart, soul, mind and hands, and will count it

an honor to be included in the Frontier College's
first board of examiners
patriotic vision, not

in knowledge, and not

They have truly

being scared of free trade

that intellect

long-drawn aisies

thinking
must mainly be served nearby
and fretted vaults.

When and where do men learn most if it be
not during

forty days in the wilderness? To

whom is Canada’s debt most heavily due, if not
to those who have transformed the tangled fron

tier into highly equipped communities?

What Is Education?
'1"(1 whom should the inheritors of the glories
made possible by the dead pioneers pay their
reasonable service if not to the living pioneers
who toil in the hardest

places, and who have

been socially ignored? Before we come to somo-

thing like narrative of what the Frontier

versity has built into our fundamentals

rather

necessarily

a word touching the ancient but asinine

notion that high education must be

obtained at great and awesome seats of

learn-

ing; and that only those who have been through

the mills of degrees are truly educated.

Heaven forbid that an inappreciative svilable

should be uttered towards the university don,

to whom a Greek iambic is ags congenial as a

pair of socks, but who would be puzzled beyond

I'e y by a request to harness a horse. But

is it not true that n intellectual wonders

have largely been those who acquired their dis

tinction in essentlally the same way as the

lumber graduate of to-morrow’s Frontier Univer-

sity will get his diploma The nearest example

is the recently-departed chancellor of

Is there not a university professor in Can:
of cultured service that distin-
Edmund Walker?

called a

with the range

guished Sir

He was too much

of scholar He was

earning his bread at thirteen years of age. Iilis
education, in the more academic sense, had to
be obtai
happened i in the city

abounded But

before and after working hours. He
where advautages
comparatively there are intel
lects of as high potentialities as his in the bush,
along the frontier, wherever the foundations of
future Canadian prosperity are being laid by tle
indispensable workers. They inherent
to all the knowledge that they can absorb.
of the state itself. For it is a
sin and a shame that

have an
right

in the interest

Knowledge to their eyes her ample page,

Rich with the spoils of time did ne'er unroll.
1f you would gauge where an institution is going,
learn whence it came. Respect the origin of man

and you won't be discouraged by his destiny.
Creation, let alone by the meddlesome Matties,
develops truly to the creator. The Frontier Uni-

versity is running true to form; for its life in
b

A teacher of classes must himself do as
heavy a day’s work as the men whom he teaches.

1924 is what i birth was twenty-four vears

ago.

[t is more than a pleasantry Picton

tnat

county, Nova Scotia, grows more college presi

dents than any
Principal
ville, ten miles from

other county on this continent
Mills-
home

Fitzpatrick comes from there.
Pictou town, is his
It is something of a deserted village now, be
cause the late generation did not understand, anv
more than this present population does, that to
denude the frontier of wealth without providing
for its mnatural
the past, an

an offense

renewal is an insult to
injury to the present and
future At Millsville
board around, two

retired

welcomed by

against the

teacher used to

the school

weeks at a time Mr. Rogers, now a
Presbyterian minister,

the Fitzpatrick

was eagerly

boys, because his very presence

he was

was an elevation to all who lived where
How the Idea Originated

l l E was teaching for what he could put into
it. His example had its part in carrving
Alfred

then to Queen’s University, fill

Fitzpatrick through high school
with resol

help those who were ill placed

selves

The pastorate was the natural g
Fitzpatrick began his
from camp to camp in
Millsville

there had not

a spirit ministry

California, passing
mountains, because a

believed fo be

man whno

written

parents for several years. The negligent

respondent found, the minister returned

Canada, and took mission duty in Algoma

A dear old lady of our ‘riendship,

whenever a

ancient
bread,

love God?’ The

tramp begged for gazed at
I 4

his eyes and asked, “Do you

empty-belly usually murmured something

He got food every time,

But the

dark and looked darker.
and was bidden to eat it on the spot.
good lady never realized that religious inguisi
tion, if it is a blessing at all, should always b«
grace after meat.

A preacher’s arrival at a lumberjack's
was never effusively isn’t easy to
get close to the man who thinks even when he
doesn’'t say: ‘“Who the h—Il are you, and what in
blazes do you want?” The Reverend Alfred itz
patrick, accredited representative of the
dian Presbyterian Church, felt that
marrow. He remembered at it was a carpenter
next the fishermen; not a pe
conducted
service

abode

welcomed. It

to his soul's

who got
himself as a being apart.

he saw, could be given in camps by one
was touched with the feelings of
infirmities, who could win the trust of men who
worked so hard that it

they

who oLhers’
is only by Sunday that
have time to realize how tired
when they quit work on Saturday

thev were

So the Reverend Alfred Fitzpatrick, dedicaied
Westminster Confession, made a confes
sion to himself, which has resulted in a virtual
disuse of the ecclesiastical title. The frontiers
men were doing essential work for Canada. They
deserved more than they received in educational
stimulus. That could only be imparted to them
by men who were even as they were—as tired
as they were, because he was working as hard
as they worked.

Up in the Lake Nipissing region was a re
sponsible representative of old J. R. Booth, the
Ottawa lumber king who has got a Danish princ
for a grandson. To A. J. Young, Fitzpatrick took
the idea that he would doff his habit, go to
work along with the men, and see whether that
wasn't a more Galilean modernity
lation services of the church. Young is a
fellow, and big fellows, who are also wise,
ally see the importance of getting other fellows
to work on a good proposition.

fo Lhe

than the regu-

“No,” he said, “if you do that, you will be
buried. Your idea is too good to be treated that
way Organize an association that will put men
into many camps. Multiply your work and its
results.’

So the Reading Camp Association was born.
It always supplied reading matter to camps; but
it always sent instructors with the reading mat-
ter, and secured its own building wherein men
might read and instructors might teach. The
cardinal principle of the education work was
something absolutely new in and

religious civilization

scholastic

Has Ruskin College Beaten
N EVER before was it essential a teacher of

classes must himself do as heavy a day's
work as the men whom he taught. The idea was
always to get young university men to under-
take this engaging task. It has got Ruskin Col-
lege, Oxford, beaten to a frazzle, and is, indeed,
the magnificently sane and astonishingly prac-
tical application of the theories which caused
Ruskin to make the rather weird experiment of

T T S TG TR

putting enthus
making roads
Oxford itself

if it had got the
of learning beaten to :

studentry

Until the war Fit
structors.  Twenty
\'ui'ﬂ'!_\' who had t:
had saved

get himself

eight

supplement hi I an
a teacher of Ilur rjack He thougt
entertaining, ggestion
dered what

be,

Instead of
mail

acknowle«
Fitzpatrick
the student
ing that
sounded the strangest

answered

what was doing,

there was no lavender
scneme

a university underg lumbering
by day and run a school for nberjacks at nig
For a while he could hardly

ously But he took it on H

ache of toil, and the infinite
and he has stayed with it to this day
Bradwin,
ready to be

reward of
Inspe
whose thesis on the navvy is about
presented to the solons of
University as a qualification for the
doctor of philosophy

See how one begets

When, before, did a nascent doctor of philosopl

uniqueness

base his expectation of the degree on a ple
the bunkhouse

at an

man, which
inquisition by a

must

body

sors? said

Yesterday you would have that the
very notion of a bunkhouse

amined by a

';‘1‘@'111\‘1»;»}}\' b INg €x
university faculty was all b

and worthy of no house But hold or One of

Eastern secretary starting on tour

of inspection in Northern Quebec.

vour

hat scor

Instructors Right Across Continent
STRUCTOR aft

to

ELIZABETH AND THE SPIRITS

6¢ Y insurance young man,” said Elizabeth,
‘is one of these 'ere spiritoolists.”
“A Sspirtualist!” I marveled i

seemed a strange combination.
always appear to me to be

insurance
intense materialists
“’'E’s arsked me to go to a seeonce with ‘im.
continued Elizabeth, proudly. *“It isn’t much
my line, but seein’ ’e’s unmarried it
that
walkin’ out. So if you mind me
out a bit earlier on Thursday night, 'm
“Certainly, Elizabeth,” I said,
to hear that the spirits did not keep late hours.
Elizabeth returned from the s
of excitement. “It fair gave me the creeps, 'n
she confided in me, “wot with sittin’ in the dark
listenin' to the meedjum breathin’ that ’ard an’
givin’ people messages from the other side till
they was scared out of their lives [ 'ope I

don’t get a message. 1 'ad to

doesn't do

to miss a charnce might lead to

reg'ler
don’t gnin

heerfully, glad

2ance in a state

old my insurance
man’s 'and an’ lean against ‘im to give
me courage as it There’s another
Next Tuesday, if you can
evernin’, ‘'m.”

“Certainly, Elizabeth,” 1 said. But
not help wishing that the activities of her
would take place on her regular nights out

It was more than evident after a time that
Elizabeth’'s brain—never calculated to stand
much strain-—was in danger of being slightly un-
hinged by the spirits. “I was told larst night
that I've a pale green orer,” she remarked one
day. "An’ it does give me the shivers to think
I'v gotter thing like that 'anging about me.”

young
was. seeqnce

spare me

I could

By FLORENCE A.

KILPATRICK :

dark for

meetings

might unhinge
mind

clickin® with the

pronounced Elizabetl

se, 'm,
that I'm takin' youl
as she dashed into m

eeks later

‘Whe about

‘About givin

context ol

my mind
['he insurance young

promisin’,” she went on, eard
’e’'s takin' arf the girls in the nayboorhood
seeonces, an’ me thinkin’ 1 was singled ou
speshul. But I'm not goin' to waste my t
any more of that rubbish ‘Im an 5
May I stop out a little later to-night,
startin” a new serial at the picters. .

“Certainly, Elizabeth,” I said, —
Opinion.

L.ondon

College representative fo.
him He has life more

knows the bunkhouse, and hasa
is to render help tc men alongside
had labored the

anythins acquired
abundantly because
found what
whom
livelong day
against the highly
educated university professor, the
lived so much in the
lost in the midst of life? It is

What is the common jibe
man who

midst of culchah that he's
that he is un
Yorl
Occasionally one has

practical, and apt to be what the hireman

calls gormless.
bush or on
own line—a
When

prairie with some big man in

railway president or a great banke:

camp has been 1mas 1e president

banker has pitched 1 1
wood, built the fire, hung he kettle, and fried

the bacon as if he had never done anvthing

It is one

else which have dis
tinguished distinctio 1 the New World to
extent of

which the Oid World knows next
nothing. !

According to the measure in whict
we can
that

ada from forest and plain to

preserve the virilities and handinesses

have gone into the transformation of Can

farm and town, w
shall vindicate the name of the New

deserve a dignified place at the bar of

World. and
universal
history

You cannot estimate the value of the Front
their
Of recent summers about

College to its instructors or value to the
nation
sent out I'here is scope, but not
hundred When
ts hei

ight, and Fitzpatrick’s men were

fifty have been
funds for
railway  construction was

clear across the continent, the toiling

was up to the blessedly precedented numbe¢

seventy We pay hom:

pioneers of Two peculiar

Canada
tier instructorships
on the waters

are being seen aft
how many well-to-do voung fellows
structors whose grandfathers a
fathers were logging pione
asserting itself, to the
of the young possessol
cue of the frontier f

hen there is a remar
students amoi
1 all things
portion of theologs
embryo, like the
is consciously

and less

medi
ledicai

broken

Ly 1 overa

School to Be Proud of
> something of what J. R

S Wol

is about Jones
the Shewfelt

I take the libert
to the Frontier Colle
all think as I do, e
of whieh 1 was a pupil
one of the 1 ntier
ne that the school can
shining star here
have been a

not beer for

he is the

vould lonesome
Jones

the

two gran hi¢ s, whicl
spen pleasan
ds s well

ill of

only regr

rrespondence
part of a letter
s labor at lIsland
Holli

power ana na

Here
where tne

work
1ad the £
1ded There wer
French-Canad
instruction
must ave
nen | I' reaqding

xpect the

more
ing purpo
and will be as rge as this re
cause, of course the whole idea
them However, 1 should
age attendance each night and

best to hold the interest of the men

have

Bigz Employers Co-operate
HE building is
pated—it is 40 feet
wide. We are putting in a partition, div
it in half, and carrying out your plans regard-
ing the reading room, a class room and an

larger than you an
long and 22 fee

iding

a

bookshel

elec

that
that will never do,

n proporgf
videns 1 i
the hardems!
, needs citizen-<
S way 18 to essad I

half slave and kh

can only
as bolaly

raises

3 Caa
10t Mhelots
 building
‘ree—and




