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 SIDELIGHTS ON

NOTABLE PEOPLE

BY THE MARQUISE DE FONTENOY
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Ifrom India native orderlies for their
protection. English detectives will be
{found inadequate. It needs the wiles
of an Oriental to comprehend and
match with any degree of success the
wiles of the Oriental criminal.

It is not, as so many people seem
to believe, for exclusively ornamental
{ purposes that King Edward of Eng-
{land is attended at all public
{tions throughout the season, by
dozen Indian orderlies; not

half

of birth
imi.\.\‘.ons

and breeding, holding
in regiments.
;the presence in England of perhaps a
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were taken up by a large delegation of

Turkish officers, who had been there for |

some time, and who were likely to
main still longer. Accordingly she
vited the Turks to make a trip to Parls
and London as here guests, and at her

re-

expense, under the guidance of a young|
Prussian artillery officer assigned to duty |

in Essen, and to whom the Kalser readily
granted the necessary leave of absence
for the purpose. The Invitation was
gladly accepted, and the Turks were kept

amused and entertained until the depart- |

ure of the Chinese mission rendered it
possible for them to return to Essen and
to resume their quarters in the Essener-
hof.

conducted on still more
peculiar principles, s that owned and run
by Duke Charles
| the famous oculist, who celebrates just a
| month hence his 70th birthday.
in question is in Kreuth, on
of Hohlenstein, one of the
Alps. Early in the eighth century
Benedictine monks, who had their h
quarters in Tegernsee, obtained posse
{ of all the land in that neighborhood.
| monks, skillful doctors in their way, were
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to place every
property beyond
his daughters. Everything
remains in Belgium will be, of
subject to the Belgian laws
lof inheritance, which furnish his chil-
!(iron with a right to a considerable
portion of the estate. But these laws
of course deo not apply to the prop-
erty that he may have invested or
placed Dbeyond the reach of Belgian
law abroad. Belgians are beside
themselves with indignation.
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While mu space has been devoted

by the newspapers to the enumeration of
the long list of ironworks, iron and coal
mines, shipbuilding yvards, railroad and
{ steamboat lines, shooting ranges, ete,,
| subject to the sway of young Frau Ber-
| tha Krupp, and of her husband, the for-
| mer secretary of legation, Von
the assets of the concern being estimated
| in the last balance sheet of the company
| at over $110,000,000, no mention has been
i made of the Essenerhof, a remarkable
| hotel maintained by "Mme. Xrupp in
| Essen. It remarkable in this sense,
that the principal guests, that is to say,
e for whose use it is chiefly designed,
never called on to pay for their ac-
commodations. The only persons who are

is
are

room has been found after all the require-
ments and conveniences of the non-paying
guests ve been attended to.

he Essenerhof is maintained by Frau
Krupp at a loss estimated at considerably
over $100,000 a vear, for the entertainment
of the representatives of foreign govern-
ments visiting Essen for the purpose of
purchasing war material, or who stay in
| Essen to superintend the execution of
it?‘.r-se’x orders. FEmissaries from the Em-
perors of Japan and of Russia, from the
Kings of Roumania, Bulgaria, Spain, Nor-
i way and Sweden, as well as from the
| presidents of the Central and South
American republics, have all be enter-
imin»d in the Essenerhof for months at a

ime, and in the most princeiy fashion.
’ Some two or three years ago a Chinese
| envoy arrived from Pekin, with a very
large suite, to place orders on behalf of
{ his Government with the Kruppe. Frau
Krupp found herself somewhat in a quan-
\dary, as all the best rooms ‘n the hotel
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plateau. They built by the
side of it a hospital, to which the delicate
members of the order used to retire from
ime to time to recruit. As years passed
i spital was replaced by one large
| and right up to 1803, when this particular
order was driven from Bavaria,
| was the regular health resort
Benedictines. The hospital was then turn-
ed into a farmhouse. In 1813, however, it
was purchased by King Max
who restored the old Badhaus and erected
second. So long as lived

t
¢

he

the place

’| was uced as a convalescent home for the

poor; and when at his death it passed into
hands of his widow, it was with the
condition attached that a certain number
of poor should every year be hospitably
entertained It was his wish that
Kreuth remain charitable insti-

1€

there.

should a

mention- |

in- |

Theodore of Bavaria, |

The hotel |

Bavarian |
the |

the:

Kreuth |
of the |

of Bavaria, |

tution. Funds were low in the Bavarian
exchequer, and the poor cannot be enter-
tained without money.

King Max’s widow and son resolved to
try-an experiment, They set to work to
see whether the natural advantages of
Kreuth could not be turned to account
8s a means of raising funds for charity.
The old buildings were furbished up and
new ones erected, until accommodation
for over 300 guests was provided. An ex-
cellent cook was engaged, and the place
was turned into a regular hotel.

For three months in the vear Kreuth is
thronged with visitors, mostly South
Gr.ermans, who come and £0, and pay their
bills, as at any other health resort. Every
effort {s made to render their visit as
pleasant as possible.
| dore, the grandson of King Max, and the
present owner of Kreuth, drives over
from his chateau on the lake to see that
they are being properly taken care of;
| while his elder brother, the morgan-

)
|

lives in the hotel, and plays the host in
a quaint, informal fashion, lavishing on

tentions. High and mighty personages
are to be met there at every turn. The
Empress of Austria’s two sisters, the ex-
Queen of Naples, and the Countess of
Trani, whose husband drowned himself,
the King of Wurtemberg, Princess Fred-
erica of Hanover, the Duke and Duchess
of Vendome, and Prince and Princess
Albert of Belgium are yearly visitors to
Kreuth.

During June, July and August the place
is conducted on strictly business prinel-
ples, the charges for the rooms being pre-
¢'zely the same as those charged at other
| hotels of equal standing in the neighbor-
hood. The¢ money thus earned is used
by the duke to board and lodge in the
hotel dvring the three months of {the
| spring and the three months of the au-
| tumn, poor artists, officers, professors
| and literary men; persons of
refinement and breeding, who
need of a holiday, and
| baths of Kreuth, but who
| wherewith to pay.

stand in

have not the

| selves of a single cent.

The duke has thus cleverly
T«-hzn‘i'\_\,' pay itself, and has im-i\!vnmll}
developed into a remarkably clever Boni-
face. Having a wholesome horror
middlemen, he has made his hotel almost
I wholly independent of outside supplies.
He rears his own cattle, grinds
corn, and has even turned one
his palace into brewery, that he may
| brew his own beer. By this arrangement
{ the working expenses of the establish-
| ment are considerably lessened, and at
| the end of the paying the duke
has always very handsome balance in
hand to be in the entertainment of
the non-paying guests,
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And His First Wife
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poser’s Unhappy
Marriage.

| Story

to |

| It
»that the

t wife

is agreed, I on all hands
married life of Carlyle and his

ideal

suppose,

was
After

for
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one, all allowances
Froude’'s “Rembrandt”
shadows, for Mrs, Carlyle’s occasional
facrimonies, and for Carlyle’s tortured
and over-emphasized self-reproaches,
one must still admit that though the
whole sum of the
| been good, yet it might have been bet-
|ter. But if one turns from the
| mestic his tory of the Carlyles to the
{ mestic history of the Carlyles to the
na Wagner, then this judgment will
suffer revision. The in the
I1 seem a pure bright-
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A Supreme Failure.

I do not

a4 more miserable
| record than that
Ashton Ellis in his translation of Wag-
ner's letters to his first wife. “Richard
to Minna Wagner” (2 vols. Portraits.
irevel. 24s. net) reminds me of Ros-

| setti’'s famous remark to “Wuther-
ing Heights”; “The scene is laid in
I hell; only, oddly enough, the names of
| places and people are English.” It is
not that tale is tragical in the
ordinary sense of that word; there is
ino hint of battle or murder or sud-
{den death; there is not the faintest
suspiclon of pistol, polson or dagger.
On contrary, the book Is full of
homely—sometimes of over-homely —
matters of domestic Interest. Here is
1ightshirts, dressing-

a tale of socks,
fares in the

think that I have

more

ever read

or dispiriting

as

the

the

ol
gowns, the ’'bus London
; of the fifties, the price of lodgings, the

i lavor of the soup, the inconvenience

of a tradesman’s demand for his little

bill, the
medicine,
the whims of the parrot, the tedium

effects produced by a new

of a long journey, and a bargaln in the‘:
Nothing could be|

way of stockings.
homelier than most of these
fand one feels that the fate

and Francesca in the accursed alr was

pages,

as the bliss of Paradise compared with |

that of Richard and Minna Wagner in
a comfortable villa at Zurich.
not domesticate the
Angel:
Demon. In 1836, when
Yictard was twenty-three, he married
Christine Wilhelmine (Minna) Planer,

.an actress, and from that year till the

death of his wife In 1866 I doubt
whether the husband ever experienced
a single day devoid of torment.

the one side; perhaps Wagner was not
alwa
was a Frau Wesendonck, for
of whom Frau Wagner was
not wholly without reason,

jealous,

contrived to transmute a trifling cut
into an open sore. And then Wagner
was sometimes egotistical: but the
| world agrees that he had a right to
| be egotistical, that he had a right to
say: “I have work to do, and

work much too important to
ruined and annulled by your
| rages, your petty jealousies, vour petty
quarrels,
tornadoes in a doll's teacup.”

is

It is
one side of the matter; but it is also
true that, as Mr. Ellls notes, it is easy
to “reconstitute’” the letters of
wretched Minna. When a man writes
to his wife that London is really very
dear, that the omnibuses cost much
more than In Parls, that his dinner
only comes to so much, that he can-
not get it at a cheaper rate, that the
rumor she has heard that he has been
“standing” champagne is false, one
knows to what sort of g letter he is
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1 do,
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though !
even in this matter she seems to have

that .
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true that in these letters we only hear

the |

replying.
ners lived

It i{s certain that the Wag-
| In hell,” and that nine-
ile;uhs of this hell were the
of Minna. And that certainly not
‘dimini.\hod by one of Mr. Ellls’ notes.
’Mirmu, as has been said, was jealous
|of Frau Wesendonck; and thus does
[Minna write to a friend on the death
{of Frau Wesendonck's son.

“May God blow of Fate
jaway from that cold woman spoilt by
;ha;\].i[msg but I believe there is a
I was always thinking, if
our Lord God would

such sauciness through the
of a child—and now O,

me a shudder.”

It gives me a shudder! For I do not
think that I have ever seen such viru-
élr-m hypocrisy, malignity, and blas-
phemy as here appears condensed in-
to a few words,
{thing is that lichard Wagner
with this truly horrible woman
thirty years; that he did his
(live with her; that, with
| €xceptions, he writes to
fashion of an ardent lover.

is

hold every

i Providence.
only

"check ill-
it

ness see!

| gives

for
the rarest
her in the
The Forebearance of Wagner.

~Here, for example, {s the manner in
‘\\M«h he addressed his Megaera, who
had apparently been sending him some
trifling presents:

“Ach! Ach! Ach!—You quite prodi-

ishall I thank

you?
{nuts they are!

My, what
I've been so busy nut-
eating, that I couldn’'t get to letter-
writing until this instant. Ach!
the stockings! and the cigars! and the
brush! and the knife into the bargain!
Wo; {it's really too inuch for a poor
waterman, Ach! you immensely good
wife! Ach! Ach! Ach!—what am I to
to it all?”

And again:

“O, thou who art good
carnate

|

say

Muzius iIn-
nel! Many, many kisses from thy hus-
band Accept my hearty
gratulations on your birthday;

con-

Adleu, dear, good Mlie- !

atically-married Prince Louls, generally |

the guests gl sorts of courteous little at- |

| Testaurant;

| Gy
Duke Charles Theo- | S1der

surrounded him, frowning as heavily
on the streets they composed as if
they were every one inhabited by the
ten young men of the Calender's —story.
who blackned their faces and bemoan-
ed their miseries every night.”

One knows, as Dickens knew—none
better—that 1t was possible in the most
benighted days to live pleasantly in
London; but to the stranger and the
foreigner it was apt to assume the ap-
pearance of a nightmare:

“It would be far worse
ner), if I had to go

(says Wag-
on dining at a
I should never get away
6 shillings, as [ can nelther
drink beer nor the fiery English wine,
and have always had to pay 3 scll-
lings for half a bottle of French red
wine.”

The unfortunate man was not only
poisoned by food and drink that were
abhorrent to him, but he had to explain
to his charming wife how it was that

! e came to spend so much money on

{ the process of being poisoned.
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HENRY THE FIRST

Witty and Eloquent Speech of
the Irish Secretary at
an Unveiling,

Mr. Augustine Birrell, M. P., chief
secretary for Ireland, recently unveil-
ed a monument erected in the Forbury
Gardens, Reading, to the memory of
by Dr. Jamieson B. Hurry
There was a large attendance,

Mr. Birrell, in the course of his re-
marks, saild he was very proud,
though somewhat surprised—to
himself there that afternoon in those |
beautiful gardens with an invitation toi
unveil a memorial to one of Reading's |
most accomplished citizens, his late
Majesty King Henry 1. (Laughter.)
There might possibly some people
among them who were deficient in
the historic sense that they might
think that the occasion was of so be-
lated a character that might with-

al-
find |

be
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out any great Injury have been post-
poned for, say, another eight hundred |

(Laughter.) But those people |
could not deny that In 1136 the body |
of that great king was lald to its last
rest with every circumstance of pomp |
and glory in the abbey hard by. But|
perhaps those people deficlent in ﬂm;
historic sense might go on to observe
that Jan, 4, 1136,
long time ago. (Hear,
depended on how they counted time, |
and how they felt about it. It some- |
times seemed to him an unended space |
of time, since in dayvs long ago, In the |
early sixties of the last century, when
school

was a very |
hear.) That all |

a

across the|
their town a place of|
and secret and won-
derful spoil—(laughter)—which might, |

river, he made

of

| however, only be obtained In the dusk |

]
—(renewed laughter)—and at the risk
of apostolic stripes if discovered.(Hear,

{ hear.) And so in the retrospect of this;
| life he could see very little difference |

suddenly |
| century and the

{time ago.
| Reading,
| Henry

between the middle of the twﬂ]r‘\hf
middle of the nine- |
teenth century. They were all a long |

But here at in |
in those Forbury Gardens, |
I. was their great and greatest |

local magnate, their plous fcunder, and |

all events

| but for him and his abbey it was with-

And the astonishing |
bore |
{and even his friend, Mr. Rufus Isaacs,

best m:\\'uuld have had to find some

in the bounds of possibility that they
never might have been—(hear, hear)—

other
constituency. (Laughter.)
A Great Figure in English History.

Outside Reading, Henry I. was also

| & great figure, one of the most inter-
| esting figures in the fascinating pages

| son

| was the only one of William’s children
tw)m was
giously gocd wife! Ach! Oh! Oh! how

lovely |

|
|

|
|
|

|
1
{
|
|

you ‘

,may be sure I shall keep it with great |

devotion. Think of me, as I think of
| you! Now, farewell, dear,
wife. Tomorrow I expect with

:delight a second letter from you; may

well! Farewell, dear old Minna:
be merry, and so rejoice Thy R.....
Vhat gladdens me most is that your
ireports on your health are turning out

the whole journe

will do you a world
of good; and then you shall have it
with me here as in heaven,
but bliss and delight!—What do you
isay to that?”

| Heé calls her “kitten,” and “pussy,”
[ and “minnikins,” when “cobra,”
| “rattlesnake” and “viper” would have
‘been far more just! And it must not
jbe imagined that the genuine affection
,that Wagner evidently felt for the un-
happy woman s alwsys expressed in
| terms of the fond lover who is foolish,
and knows that he is foolish. There
are long letters of grave and earnest
;de\'otion; letters in which Richard re-
calls fo Minna the early days of their
married life, with its trials and priv-
ations; admlis that he had been very
far from faultless; excuses her evil
tempers and evil actions on the
ground of {ll-health and “nerve-strain”
and Implores her to remember the
.good alone, to forget all that had been
amlss; entreats that their remaining
days may be spent at least In calm,
if not in happiness. These appeals
were quite unavailing; the termagant
remained, it seems, a termagant to
the last.

Wagner in London.

Wagner visited London In 1855, and
| some of his experiences and sensations
|are curious enough. His letters from
{ London remind me of a passage in
| “Little Dorrit,” when Mr. Arthur
1('lemmm. “newly arrived from Mar-
! seilles by way of Dover
window of a coffee-house on
Hiad.”

“Ten thousand

Ludgate

responsible houses

g0 well; they give me fixed hope that |

nothing |

{learn
good |
great |
{and
it bring me good news of your being |

! (laughter)—and

of English history. He was, as they ali
knew, of course, the fourth and last
of the great Conqueror, but he

born on English soll. He did
not, like so many people, come over'!
with the Congueror, (Laughter.) Like
the sensibie and far-seeing corpuscle

| that he was he waited until his parents
and

had been crowned king and
then he was born,|
like many another honest man after
him, so it was said in Yorkshire.
(Laughter.) Well, at all events, he, like |
another monarch who succeeded him,;
after long and distant yvears, George
IIL, was able to boast that he was
English born, and what was more— |
sometimes a rare accomplishment with
our sovereigns—he could speak the
English tongue. (Laughter.) His
father, that tough old warrior, in the
fortieth year of his age, set himself to
English, but he abandoned the
enterprise in despair. (Laughter.) His |
son, however, was born in England, |
learned our language from his !
earliest hours. He also married a!

queen— |

the daughter of the sister of Edgar |

;Atheling, and therefore had the pru- |

dence and foresight to blend the blood
of Alfred the Great, also a Berkshire
hero, with that of the fiery duke, his
father, who came over from Normandy |
and won the crown of this realm at
the battle of Hastings.Well, this Henry
I. had a long and difficult reign, and
to detain them by talking about any
of its main events, either civil, ec-
clesiastical, military or domestic, |
would be indeed ridiculous. There |
was nothing recondite about it at all. |
Nobody could make a reputation for !
research or learning out of it.
all writen in the pages of Freeman and |
Stubbs and Green, to name only mod- |
ern writers, and not to mention those |
picturesque old chroniclers, who, he|
was glad to say, were now reprinted, |
and could be obtained on the stalls of |
those book shops for which he was|
glad to think the town of Reading was |
famous—(cheers)—for here he might
be permitted to observe that the sec-!

It was |

ond-hand booksellers of Reading were !
among his earliest and most indulgent |
creditors—(laughter)—and he extended
to them therefore the thanks of a ]ungi
life. \
The Problems of His Day. |

The problems that vexed the mind |
and tried the temper of this great king |
were very much the same problems|
that troubled us in these days. His
wag a time of conciliation. His was a
time of the mitgation of racial jeal-
ousies and’the obliteration of the signs!
of battlefields still within the memory |
of man. It was a time of the beginning
of empire. He had to deal with rival
languages, the Norman-French and
the old English, and he had, poor man,
his troubles with the curch. (Hear,
hear.) He (Mr. Birrell) was afraid this
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