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. jhave backed out then, but Sir Talbot
" | came up, ‘and there 1 was, helpless! A POPULAR PRACTICAL STYLE.

I give you my word that every day
afterward 1 made a resolution to go

ing to be near the beloved one which ¥
dwells in all breasts that are still hu-| g
man, he walked along the Okefield .
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“The Dio ts Cast

For Better or For
Worse.”

CHAPTER VIIL

Coke was silent for a minute; then
to Lashmore’s surprise and delight,
he said quietly: ;

“We start on the 14th. You come
round to dinner to-morrow night, Mr.
Lashmore, and we'll draw up the
agreement, and I'll give you some
tips as to your outfit. Perhaps it
would be convenient if I were to give
you an advance——" He took some
bank-notes from a pecket-book, which
was bulky enough to serve for the
one which is produced by the typical
benevolent personage in a typical
melo-drama; but Lashmore shook his
head, and tried ineffectually to look
unmoved by the man’s trust in him.

“You're very good,” he said; “but
it isn't necessary. 1 have some
money.”

Mr. Coke returned the notes to his
pocketbook, and the two men talked
hard, or, rather, Coke talked, and
Lashmore listened, for an hour; then
parted with a hearty shake of the
hand, into which Lashmore endeavor-
ed to express some of the gratitude
which he felt. ‘

The agreement was signed the fol-
lowing evening, and Lashmore in-
formed Forbes of this sudden good
fortune—which the old man received
almost tearfully and with the prayer
that his young master would remem-
ber that “if anything went wrong in
those foreign parts,” there was al-
ways & home for him in England—
and Lashmore, busy with his outfit,
would have been almost a happy man,
but for the thought of Eva, That he
should leave England, perhaps to'r-
ever, without trying to convince her
that he was not an utter scoundrel,
and obtaining her forgiveness, filled
him with the bitterness of gall.

Sitting up very late one night and
smoking flercely, he was beset by the
almost irresistible &esire to write to
lier; but was bad at writing a letter
of even the simplest kind; and what
a complex one this would necessarily
be! No, he couldn’t write. If he
could only see her, for just five min-
utes! If he could only win her for-
giveness; then, indeed, he might start
on this new career with something
\ess of the remorse which tortured
him.

road toward the’ Court. The night
was so warm, as well as beautiful,

that Kittie had sauntered .out of the

cottage and through the wood. There

was Do necessity for outdoor things;

but, fearing that Mrs. Bickers would

scold her if she went out without
some extra garment, Kittie ' had
thrown on a long golf-cloak, and
pulled the capacious hood over her
l;ead; so0 capacious wds the hood that
it almost concealed her face.

She wandered to the edge of thc
wood, and, by seating herself on a
felled tree, looked across the meadow
to thé river by which she had seen
Lashmore and Lady Eva. She was
so absorbed in thinking of them, and
the hood so closely covered her ears
that she did not hear footsteps among
the bracken; and she sprang to her
feet with an exclamation almost of
alarm, as a tall figure came out from
amidst the trees and stood beside
her. The moon was behind her, and
shone full on the face of the man who
had come upon her, and she saw that
it was Lashmore.

She stood motionless, staring at
him, and he, as motionless, gazed at
her. Then the surprise in his face
gave place to some other emotion; he
grew pale and breathed heavily; and

at last, as if he had found his voice
with difficulty, he exclaimed, scarce-

ly above a whisper:
“Miss Lyndaurst!”,

CHAPTER IX.
In Another’s Guise,

“Miss Lyndhurst!”

Kittie started, her eyes opened on
him with a shock of surprise which
he must have seen if the moon had
not been shining on her face, and the
hood had not almost concealed it. For
a moment she stood quite still, over-
whelmed by the fact that he had ac-
tually mistaken her for her double.
The words, “I am not Miss Lynd-
hurst” rose to her lips, but she
checked them. The humor of the sit-
uation was keenly felt by Kittie; and
the Hibernian love of a joke and the
desire to carry it on took possession
of her, to the exclusion of any other
feeling. Surely, there would be no
harm in letting him continue in his
mistake for—well, just a minute or
two. She wanted to hear what he
would say, wanted to see how long
she could keep up the delusion.

Her eyes danced under her Ilong
lashes, and she had much ado to keep
her lips from smiling. Still keeping
her back to the moon, she resumed
her seat on the fallen fir, and, turn-
ing her head so that her face was
now completely concealed from him,
she clasped her hands loosely in her
lap, and waited in silence;  but she
knew, though she did not look at him,
that Lashmore’s agitation was in-
creasing. He came and stood beside
her, his hands gripping each other
tightly behind his back, and, with his
brows knit, and his lips tightly com-
pressed, looked down at her, all his
heart in his eyes.

“I know that I ought not to be
here;” he said, at last, as if he did not
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¥ |kind of man I'm thinking of.

‘faway, but, of course, I broke it. I

was in love from the very first, I
suppose, though I tried to tell myself
that 1 wasn’t. Why, what man could
be with you, day after day, as I was,
without falling in love with you!”
He said it so simply, with such
sarnestness and evident truth, that,
though it was not meant for her, Kit-
tie thrilled.
“But though I loved you, I didn't
mean to let you know it. I want you
to believe that, Eva—Miss Lyndhurst.
I knew that it wouldn’t be any use.
I'm not such a tool. as not to know
the difference between a man in my
position, I mean, a poor man with no
future, and Sir Talbot’'s daughter.
And I am in a worse plight than the
I want
you to believe \tbat I kept that in
mind all along, and that I never had
any hope, any thought, of aspiring to
you. I just meant to go on loving
you all my life, to keep the memory
,of you in. my heart as a kind of—of
goddess.” -

Kittie was pale now, and trembling.

to begin.

giveness.

he—loves. Forgive me for

that.

did if I hadn’t loved you.”

Her eyes
there was no

tention.
dance,

a tragedy. The

evinces strong emotion. Her

to undeceive him. Indeed,
movement.

“I wanted to see you once more,”
continued Lashmore. “I know right
enough that it’s for the last time;
but I couldn’t go away forever with-
out mdking an attempt to put myself
right—no; I couldn't do that, of
course, but to make some excuse, if
there is any excuse; for behaving like
a cad and a scoundrel.”
Half-unconsciously, he sat on the
tree beside her, his head bent, his
whole attitude one of dejection and
remorse. Kittie could hear him
breathing heavily, and knew that he
was struggling for words which
should express what he felt, and yet
not add to his offence. She was con-
sumed by a burning curiosity and her
hands closed on each other a little
more tightly.

“I don't know how to begin,” said
Lashmore, “First of all, I -ought not
to have come down here at all. I

any excuse for coming.- I was loaf-
ing about, sick of myself and all the
world; for I was—am—in trouble, in
2/ very big trouble; and I jumped at
anything that would take me ont of
myself, and let me forget for a little

@ | 'while. 'rhe.n I wanted to  see . you—
r | I'm not going to refer to ourj'_;nrst
| meeting. I promised not to do so, and

‘| I haven’t done so, though you'll ad-

| vou,

3| mit that once or twice you've tempted
and tried me. And I found, too, that
your family, were not ‘unknown |

know how to choose his words, how
“I'm almost sure that I am
only adding to my offense in daring
to speak to you. I ought to have stay-
ed away, never to have come near you
again; but—but a man can’t always
behave as he onght to do. I did try
to keep away, but—well, I couldn’t. I
felt as if I must see you again, and
—try and explain, try to get your for-
You see, a man doesn’t like
to be thought a scoundrel by the girl
saying
But you must know it; I should
not have spoken the other day as 1

Kittie listened with a strained at-
had ceased to
longer any
temptation to smile; the little farce
was approaching dangerously near tc
an beside her was
in certainly no farcial meed; his
voice was deep and strained, and was
full of the penetrating melody which
heart
began to beat faster, she trembled a
little, and began to feel rather fright-
ened; but it was too late to stop him,
she ' had

now become incapable of speech or Girls ! nave Mass

don't know why I did, and I haven’t|

She had never before heard words of
love spoken, excepting on the stage;
but they had never sounded so won-
derful, so moving, as they did now,
and here in the shadow of the trees,
beneath the moon. The glamor of
the situation was gradually enfolding
her; little wonder that she forgot
that the passionate words were not
iddressed to her, but to another.

“I lost my head,” continued Lash-
more, “lost it completely when I saw
you lying there, when I held you in
my arms, fainting, I didn't know
that I was speaking, that I was tell-
ing you all about my love for you; I
thought that you did not hear me. I
was just out of my senses, mad. T'd
like to put that forward as an ex-
cuse, but I feel that it isn't ome. I
ought not to have lost my head; I
ought to have remembered that there
was a barrier between us, the kind of

i

thing no man can get over.”

His voice was very low, and came
with difficulty. Kittie
made a slight movement, for the ten-

involuntarily

sion was almost unendurable.
(To be Continued.)
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strand at a time. The effect is amaz-
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2015—Girls’ One-Piece Dress, with
Sleeve in either of Two Lengths.

Striped galatea in'brown and white,
with trimming of white pique is here
shown. The closing is effected under
the insert at the centre front. The
model has smart pocket trimmings.
The sleeve may be in wrist or elbow
length. The Pattern is cut in 5 sizes:
6, 8, 10, 12 and 14 years. It requires
414 yards of 44-inch material for a 10-
year size,

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.

A PRACTICAL MODEL.

2013—Ladies’ Apron Dress. This
model may serve as.a house dress. It
is comfortable and easy to develop,
easy to wear and easy to launder. Per-
cale, gingham, seersucker, crepe,
lawn and alpaca are good for its de-
velopment.

The Pattern is cut in 4 sizes: 34, 38,
42 and 46 inches bust measure. It re-
quires 5 yards of 36-inch material for
a 34-inch size.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cents
in gilver or stamps.
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blotting and changing pens. We
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Self Filling, Safety & Regular Types.
Fine, medium and coarse points,
$2.50, $3.50, $4.00 and up. Get

one and be up to date.
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Fall and
Winter
Suitings and

Overcoatings

MAUNDER
Style.

If you can’t find what
you want come here.
Qur Serges are guaran-
teed dyes, and very
reasonable in price.

Samples, style sheets
and measuring forms

sent to any address.
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TAILUR and CLOTHIER,
281 and 283 Duckworth Street, St. John’s, Nfid.
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Lead in Quality and in Quanticy,
No other quite as good,

No other with th= cover stamped us
required by the French Government.
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2, Black ang

White,
Extra Special.

See Ou
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other prices whi
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Cost of Living.
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The B

(New York Time

The battle of the Semm
Whatever may be the Gernf
defence, that much is secu
Germans retire no further
announcement promises, th
tle will be fought on g
vorable to them than
Somme. The battle in
have bheen defeated was
the Germans intrench
ground, which the Allies 1
They have given up man
ments between the A1
Aisne, in which they could
a defence, but on level
retiring north of the A
to higher ground but ne
that which they have
they mean to make a-stand
will have the advantage
fewer men to defend the
than they had to use in d
old. Of course, the Bnit
French will need fewer, t
German need of men is g
that of the Allies.

Perhaps the Germans
to fight over again,
the battle they have fo
perhaps, if they do mean tc

will not be able. Sir Dougk

who is in a position to }
some time ago that before
war in the west would c¢
one of trenches and wou
mobile  again. The retre
clearly that all the exc
when it began were desper
tions. -Major Moraht, for
was proclaiming that the re
for the purpose of drawing
ish into such a trap as H
set for the Russians in the
Lakes campaign; they we
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