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PROFITS.

I am glad the Editor has a word on
Food Prices and Freights though he
doubts the the Govern- |
ment to provide ¢ way out. It is a
have been nip-
longer it is
£ more injury
ices, and the
bring to
ettlement. The Red
Cross Lm freights another
enormous jump on goods by the Flori-
zel this ‘week.- that the
ship can be chartered elsewhere more
ntageously hardly fair, when
it is considered that now she has only
a trip of two days from port to port,
whereas another
hers probably in
waters.
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more dangerous
When the war risk is down
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here, there cannot be much to dread
on her present route.

It all goes to show how miserably
Drivate enterprise has failed the Em-
Dire in this time of stress. Witness
the many- controlled industries in

warter would expose |

York |

supplies to our own lads at cost price
or as near cost as possible? If the

State is not to interfere with the in-
dividual, must not the individual be
loyal to the State in return? Is it
loyaity then to overcharge the State
for whatever it may require for the
service of protecting us from the ene-
my? Why cannot we get right down
to bed-rock in this matter and have
done with the eternal “Business is
Jusiness” which gives a man unlimit-
ed license to charge his neighbour as
much as he can get for an article.

PAY.

I also appeal to the Government to
help recruiting by a levelling up of
the pay of the Naval Reservist to that
of the Army Volunteer. The reason
given is that the British Tar is paid
| sO much and that we cannot pay
more. This is obviously strange,
when we can pay our army volunteers
two or three times as much as the
English Tommy, alongside whom he
fights this day in France. If we can
do this with the Army, what can pre-
vent us adding to the pay of the Re-
servist? I don’t think it prevents
Canada from offering its navy men
more. It may be said that perhaps
the Navy men have a more generally
comfortable time than the volunteer,
who has such hardship to meet in the

England and CGovernment action all
over the world, and which will have
L tontinue after the war as well, so
that the r¢ rces of the Empire shall |
e, instead of aiding the
a few individuals.
Saciety has. gained
in this war, and their
quiet campaign of the
cen without effect.

éirichment of
ThL Fabian

tducative, 1
years has not b

ENLIST NO‘W.

Last week 1 made an appeal to the
mezehants to help rec ruiting by mak-'
lng it easier for our péople to live.
:.u 1o extort profits but to live up to
the first principles of their profession,
Which are to provide for the country,
ad mot to make big profits. The
Citizens' Committee decided the other
:tht that H-M. Ships of War ought
? 8¢t water free from the City. 1
;‘Zﬂ:er If these merchants who bhad
G re:DDIymv of our regiment or nav-
) serve with food and clothing had

* Same idea in view when they
riced the goods. Do the warships
iszncoal at cost price here? Hav® we
: Patriotic enou;,h.to price our

trenches. Even if this be somewhat
true, it has no real bearing on the
(questmn as a man’s pay cannot be
Lonsxdered in reference to his own
~personal requirements. His pay in
most cases has to go to support his
family, or his mother or sister, and it
lxs this side of the question that has
| also to be thought of. If the Govern-
i ment rights the wrong, pays the Na-
»val Reservist as much as the Army
| Volunteer, gets a loan of a second
hand cruiser, mans it with our own
men, with a military band on board’
and sends her round the Island, the
response to the call will be greatly
inereased.

REGISTRATION.

Mr. Withers ‘doubtless will ask the
Government to inaugurate a Registra-
tion Scheme, which will show us what
our resources in men are, and group
them according to age, condition, etc.,
etc. It is not an unwise move in that
it will separate those who are eligible
and can go from thoke who are eligi-
ble and cannot go. For one thing, it
should be considered that our wealth-
comes from the sea and that we re-
quire able-bodied labour for this
work. It would be false economy to
take all our men from the seashore,
as before long we should feel the loss
in our fishery returns. Women can-
not fill the fisherman’s place as they
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WHAT THEN?

The people look to the Government
to be their defence. If the Government
believe that it is mot unpatriotic for
g man or a Company to .charge en-
ormous profits on goods supplied to
our people, then are we leaning on a
broken reed indeed. The actions or
rather inactions of our Government
to my mind do not effer the slightest
justification for the postponement of
an election next year. Never have we
been in such need of democratic gov-
ernment.

Our Wonderful
Medlcal Army.

London Times:—Who says the
British cannot organize? We are told
that the position of each unit in the
chain of medical service—the aid
posts, dressing stations, collecting
stations, clearing stations—is arrang-
er as systematically as those of the
military service. And the stalfs,
transport, and supplies must be or-
ganized with equal precision, or the
whole machine would break down by
its own weight. For it is pn a pro-
digious seale. What Lord North-
cliffe happily calls the medical army
exceeds the whole British military
forces overseas before the outbreak
of war. One wonders where they all
come from. Like the other army,
they. come from all parts of the Em-
pire and from all walks of civil life.
The greatest call has been on the
medical profession, because doctors
cannot be improvised or trained in a
short time. Lord Northcliffe awards
them the palm of chivalry over all
others for having left their lucrative
home' practices in a great rally of
self-sacrifice.

Britain lndepepdelﬂ of
Foreign Steel.

This Conditicn Likely to be Attained
Next March, Says Dr. Addison.

London, Nov. 3.—Dr. Addison, one
of the chief officials of the .Ministry
of Munitions, told a party of journal-
ists visiting Woolwich Arsenal yes-
terday that he calculated Great Brit-
ain would be entirely independent of
foreign steel supplies by next March.
During the Somme offensive the ex-
penditure on armaments was about
ten times the weekly rate on what it
was in the month of January, but
there are more filled shells in France
to-day than there were at the begin-
ning of the war. With special re-
ference to the steel supply’ Dr. Addi-
son said the more Britain was de-
pendent upon neutral countries the
more she was waging war at a dis-
advantage. One of the advantages
of making things at home was' to save
vast sums of money apart altogether
from what was lost on exchange. He
gave an interesting forecast,. which
was that as Britain was providing an
extension of steel works at a prob-
able saving of something like six mil-
lions a year. Britain would have pro-
vided a program satisfactorily de-
veloped to be entirely independent of
foreign steel supplies by March next.
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Strike Hard At The Germans.

(By Lovat Fraser.)

The Allies have had an anxious fort-
night about Roumania, but there is
reason to believe that as a result of
measures now being taken the danger
is diminishing.

Direct measures apart, the best way
to help Roumania is to prevent the
fow of reinforcements to Transylvania
by striking hard at the enemy upon all
fronts. The Germans are being hit
hardest on the Somme. Every fresh
blow struck by Sir Douglas Haig on
the Somme tends to relieve Roumania
from peril.

Our people are a little puzzled about
the Roumanian campaign, partly be-
cause trustworthy information on the
subject is very scanty. They ask how
it has come to pass that Roumania
whose entry into the war was expect-
ed to stfengthen the cause of the-Al-
lies, should almost instantly need-suc-
cour instead.

This is not the right way to look at
Roumanian intervention, the benefits
of which will be very clearly apparent
as time passes. Much the same thing
was said about Italy, when her early
unexpeeted checks showed her urgent
need of war material. The whole
world sees to-day the immense advant-
age derived by the rest of the Allies
when Italy entered the war. It should
be the same in the case of Roumania.

The appearance of Roumania on the
battlefield meant that fresh and vali-
ant armies which will eventually num-
ber well over six hundred  thousand
men were ranged on the side of ‘the
Allies. What would not the Austro-
Germans give to-day for over six hun-
dred thousand trained recruits? It
meant that the enemy had a.new and
vulnerable front to defend. It meaat
that a way was opened for.an attqqk
from the north upon their spinal cora, |
the route from Berlin to Constintise-
ple.’ It meant that a ‘Source fr&n
which they have ‘been drawing la.me
supplies of whea.% and oil was instant-
Iy closed to them. In a few montns'
time the benefits of ‘Roumanian inter-

; venti9n ought \to prove lmmeasurablo

if the present menace can be overcome.
5. ~-; . e *

The root cause of Roumanlan s early

difficulties was that most of her mo- |
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invading Transylvania,
bulk of her
In the light
doubtful
will bear
invasion
been too

frained from
and have thrown the
weight against Bulgaria.
of recent events it is very
whether these allegations

examination. Roumanian’s
of Transylvania may have

have been to-day if she had locked up
most of her forces south of the Dan-
ube? The principal threat she is now
facing comes from Transylvania.. Why
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widely diffused, but where would she

she left the Dobrudja scantily defend-
ed in the belef that she would avoid
hostilities with Bulgaria remains a
mystery, but in any case she has, with
Russian aid, checked the menace in
the Dubrudja. Her chief business
just now is the Transylvanian Alps,
and the broad principles underlying
Rumanian strategy are probably
shrewder than has been supposed.

We must take careful note of the
fact that the best-known men on the
enemy’s side are all believed to be an
the western front. The Kaiser is
there (or was there the other day),
and Hindenburg, and Lurendroff, and
Falkenhavn, and Mackensen. They
are not there for nothing.

We must also note the probable
effect upon the Allied cause of a suc-
cessful invasion of Roumania upon'a
great scale. The foremost result
would be that it would tend to some
extent to neutralize the consequences
or our still imperfec blockade. Ru-
mania is the most fertile land in Eur-
ope and is crammed to-day with the
food for which Germany hungers. No
other European country yields such
magnificant wheat crops., Rumania
has as many pigs as Serbia and a
great oil industry. The over-running
of Rumania would mean that while
our Fleet had closed the front door in
the North Sea Germany would proecure
immense stores of food by the back
door. 3

The next result of an invasion of
Rumania would be that it would turn
the Russian left flank, and would
hearten the enemy to prolong the war.
it must be remembered that owing to
lying bulletins and the deft man-
ipulation of & serville Press, the Ger-
man people do not even now know the
whole truth about the Somme. The
third and perhhps most lasting result

.| would be that the cause of the Allies

would suffer in the eyes of neutrals,
because our honour is deeply involved
in the case of Rumania.

* L * * * * L

It is important that these grave

Tissues should be clearly understood in

this country; but a careful survey of

{the military situation, largely based

upon facts which cannot be publicly
discussed, leads to the very strong
hope that the position on the northern
frontier of Rumaaia will quickly re-
cover equilibrium.

the east is brigthening, and if bad

 mistakes are avoided all should soon

be well. There is no true parellel be-

 tween’ Rumania’s  position to-day and

that of Serbia a year ago. The §

|ian, Army bad. been reduced by '3

as it has. already’
| done in the Dedrudja. The horizon in

and had no effective support. The
umanian Army is intact, and has
Russia’s Army at its back. It appears
to have withdrawn from Transylvania
in good order, and it has an almost
ideal frontier to defend. Unless over-
whelming forces are placed at Falk-
enhayn’s disposal, which seems im-
possible, the peril should be overcome.

The one plain duty of the Allies is
to strike hard on every front while
the good weather lasts. There can be
no more certain way of sgving Ru-
mania from the threat devised by the
Austro-Germans. The operations jin
Macedonia against Monastir and Seres
are invested with a new and vital im-
portance. The British on the Struma
and the Serbians, French, and Rus-
sians beyond the Vardar are detain-
ing the greater part of the Bulgarian
Army. The Italians are again gain-
ing momentum on the Carso, are cap-
turing thousands of Austrian prison-
ers, and are steadily moving along
the road to Trieste. The Russians in
Galicia are fighting great battles the
very magnitude make them difficult
to grasp.

But it is on the Somme that Ger-
many bleeds most. Yesterday came
the news that Sir Douglas Haig and
General Foch are pressing new at-
tacks. The Somme remains the most
telling solution of the Rumanian diffi-
culty. The task of the Allies is clear.
Théy have to render new adventures
in the Balkans impossible; they can
do it and they are doing it.

I have written hopefully of the Ru-
manian campaign because I have
reason to believe that the position is
by no means so dangerous as it re-
cently seemed. Possibly this estimate
may be falgified in the event. : King
Constantine of Greece is credited
with the prophetic declaration that in
“fifteen days Rumania will exist no
more.” We shall see. What is far
more probable is that within fifteen
days the prophet may be a king with-
out a kingdom.
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