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i “It's young Ned who Is 
toy mind,- spoke Abner Mills, with 
something of an anxious sigh.

“Oh, tlsT” rejoined Moses Parr, 
erony and familier of half a^ePtatlJi t
fe-

other. “Ton know what mmrrtpge u positively the tost time, 
m^mtoery. ,, thereto . m3£S troahto ,•* to*.
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{.•rzs£r^W-«*- Lsr* ssfe'jir “
lOnely old widowers. Well. when, py h',m h Jbat my lue* “ *””* 1 n*-------

I lad got moonstruck two year» ago 1 | change. **-. *
; Jnst let him have hie swing. But I
watched and looked up the girl—oh, f -- ___— I seared US y atollyou bet I did I I hired an Imreetig* 1 fv” ' hThet ru WtetototoLS I fwStomrDaMeB 
tor and he made me a report. AH I over there to, hot ru setcns MSSM^ I
through one month. There wasn’t Importons whispered HMeiss I jwhhla Day;
much that I didn't know about Minn ,h? _r
Blake and her forbears. Bless her “W“»‘ makes ye* think ear en
dear heart ! It was almost cruel to ' turned Claudine of the 
think of looking her up, as If she was 
some common criminal, but I wanted 
to be sure everything was all right.*’

“H’m! you give me an Idea,” mut
tered old Abner, “only Fll be my owe 
detective. Here’s the facts: NW wa® 
away for two months with a chum wfcf 
lives down country, 
seems he met a Miss BJv* Dodson va
cationing with an old Mint. From 
what I gather the girl 1^ poor, mod
est, respectable. Ned- hasn’t said a 
word about It, but 1 ran across a let
ter he had written and It revealed tile 
whole layout. I see what’s coming— 
engagement, marriage, xl shan’t try- 
to hinder it, If they are likely te be 
happy, but I’m bound to be deed, ce^ 
tain about Just that”

So, unconscious of the fact that the 
cherished secret of his soul had been 
discovered, Ned Mills went on loving 
Eva Dodson and writing .to her. She ■ ^ the
was surely his Ideal ! She wore nd | aeroplane* 
engagement ring, for She had Insist
ed that Ned inform his family of his 
decision and try the test of a twe 
months' separation, 
procrastinated the making of a confi
dant of his father, for he knew hie 
ways, and that his approval of the 
prospective match might be a slaw- 
moving’ operation.

•I am going to spend a few days on 
business In the city, Ned,” spok* Me | -jn 

“You look after 
things around the store till I cams 
hack, will you?”

“Sure enough and glad enough,” ae» 
quiesced Ned In his usual hearty, ac
commodating way, and Mr. Mills de
parted, proceeded. Indeed, to the dty, 
but began a mysterious series of ac
tions which, had the same been fol
lowed by a stranger, would have gue
sted and startled him. Always precise 
and careful as to .his attire. Mr. Mill* 
spent an hour In the shop of a second
hand clothing man. When he emerged 
there was little left of the prosperous, 
well-dressed merchant. A faultiest
suit had been exchanged for ene coaraè i gainful Topic. "**"
of fabric, shabby and threadbare. a^rSi^ Hiss Sereteaf did let

It was to Ferndale that Mr. Mills . the party.” 
proceeded, and that was the place he “indeed?” 
had learned Miss Dodson was living I „An ol<j frtend of here wa» 
temporarily. When he located the I eh, ^eeta. a lady who has three grew* 
home of her aunt, old Abner approach
ed it in a labored, limping way that 
at once excited the sympathy of the 
loveliest young lady that he had ever 
met. She came to the kitchen door 
attired In a neat enveloping apron, 
beflounced to the elbowa, as dainty 
and fresh looking as the pies end 
cookies she had Just made.

The sad tale of the eged arch- 
Si homer, posing as an Indigent wander
er, won him a meal, then work, which 
he did maqfully. All he was after was 
to have an opportunity to study a pos
sible prospective daughter-in-law. For- 
tune favored him. He was given • 
room over the kitchen, he was engaged 
to do odd Jobs about the place. He 
found Eva the Idol of all the little 
ones In the neighborhood, and dutiful 
to her aged aunt. In fact a model girt 
In every way. He wrote In his memo
randum book the sentiment ene day :
“Eva Dodson Is poor and humble, but 
she Is well worthy my so*, todfll I j ' 
shall tell Ned so!” ^
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lost one day, and It waa returned to 
him by Eva. Then upon another day 
he waa confronted by a startler. He 
was Just outside the kitchen when the 
aunt entered bearing a small metal 
box.
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"Eva," she spoke, "how careless ye* 
are, leaving all this money end beads 
on your bureau. Is It the $10,000 the 
lawyer brought your 

“Tea, aunty," responded Eva, “I sup
pose I bad better send them te the 
bank for safe1 keeping," and Ahaer 
Mille pricked up his ears mightily at 
this extraordinary revelation. The 
following moralng he announced to bln 
kind-hearted hostess that he mum he 
on hie way. Eva accompanied him te 
the gate. >
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