m@ﬁﬁmwwmmwmbutﬁm s

T . -

i e I I IS & S AR DR

B e

o e e

v e m———

4

TIMBER 1S SCARGE

Opposi'tionists Find That Reorgan-
ization Is Not Easy.

LEADERS ARE IN DOUBT

There Is a Row in Progress as to the
Cabinet Positions—NMessrs. Bodwell
and Davis Do Not Favor the Aspira-
tions of Cotton in That Direction.

Vicroria, Feb. 3.-[Special]-Itis stated
upon the very best authority thatthe Op-

.positionists are experiencing very great

difficulty in the work of organization for

the approaching provincial electionb.
So serious is the situation, indeed, that
it is now ve; problematical whether E.

V. Bodwell and E.P. Davis will enter
the political arena as candidates in the
interests of the opposition party.

It is well known that both Bodwell
and Davis stipulated that nothing short
of cabinet positions would be considered
sufficient to gain their consent to actual-
ly assist in the overthrow of Mr, Turner’s
administration. This promise was given
by those having whatever authority is
available for entering into such an agree-
ment. Semlin, the venerable leader of
the opposition, paid a gpecial visit tO
Victoria at the request of prominent
loeal Liberal politicians for the express
purpose of ‘‘fixing things’’ with Mr.
Bodwell.

Both gentlemen arrived at a satisfac-
tory agreement regarding future ar-
rangements, and everything looked 0.
K. But a little cloud bas arisen on the
horizon which has dimmed the splendid
project. F.C. Cotton, M. P. P., propri-
etor of the Vancouver News-Advertiser,
a prominent Conservative and member
of the local opposition, is also anxious
for a cabinet position in the event of the
overthrow of the Turner government.
He believes that he has claims for recog-
nition in this regard that cannot be
overlooked.

Now, Messrs. Bodwell and Davis disa-
gree with him in this opinion, and there
lies the danger of a split in the ranks of
the party that may prove disastrous.

The Vancouver contingent of the Lib-
eral party had everything fixed for Mr.
Cotton’s overthrow, but their plans
were all upset by the untimely demise
of ex-Mayor Templeton. Had he lived,
he would have undounbtedly received the
nomination at the opposition convention
in Vancouver with the assistance of the
Liberals, and Mr. Cotton would have
been turned down. But fate ruled
otherwise.

The altered condition of affairs has
certainly improved Mr. Cotton’s politi-
cal chances; and this is what bothers E.
P. Davis.  The latter gentleman is a
staunch Liberal, as everyone knows, and
he has stated quite plainly his aversion
to lending his efforts to a movement that
would result in elevating to office
Messrs. Cotton and Williams, and dyed-
in-the-weol Conservatives of that type.
Mr. Davie has, it is whispered, stated
quite emphatically that he will not con-
sent to become a candidate unless Mr.
Cotton is side-tracked. As it does not
seem likely that this can be done;. Mr.
Bodwell. who will not be acandidate
unless Mr. Davis is one also, has, to use
an expressive but inelegant phrase,
“jumped the traces,”’ and there are long
faces in local Liberal circles thereat.

It is undoubtedly true that the one
man whom the Turner government fear
more than other in the province of Brit-
ish Columbia today is E. V. Bodwell.
No one disputes that; and there are
rumors afloat that strong endeavors are
being made by the government and its
friends to prevail upon Mr. Bodwell to
decide not to become a candidate in the
interests of the opposition party. Those
who have some faint conception of the
vast influence wielded by the govern-
ment can reasonably be pardoned for
harboring the belief that possibly Mr.
Bodwell may, because of the persuasive
eloquence of the government, be induced

_to see the error of his ways and promise

to remain untroublesome.

Tar MINER correspondent is able to
state most positively that Hon. D. W.
Higgins has determined to resign the
speakership immediately after the open-
ing ceremonies at the formal house-
warming of the new parliament build-
ings.

The election of a new speaker is cer-
tain, then, to be the first .danger point
in the progress of the approaching ses-
kion. It is confidently asserted by the
opposition thiat in the event of the gov-
ernment nominating W. W. Walkem,
M. P. P., for the office the government
will be defeated. The likelihood of the
government walking into this trap is,
however, very remote. It is considered
extremely probable that H.D. Helmcken,
M. P. P.. will be chosen by the govern-
ment as a successor to Mr. Higgins. The
selection would undoubtedly be a popu-
lar one and there are many reasons why
the government may be expected to
adopt this course.

The government are not, apparently,
much disturbed over the threats of
Messrs. Kellie and Higgins to ‘‘make it
warm’’ for them on the floor of the
house this session. While the ability of
the former gentleman is made delight-
fully manifest by that immortal rhetori-
cal gem “Let ’er flicker,”” which drew
forth thunderous applause on the me-
morable occasion on which it was deliv-
ered by the member for West Kootenay,
it cannot be denied that Mr. Higgins
may confidently be expected to say some
very unpleasant thingsina forceful man-

ner, and to so conduct himself, on the|

whole, as to be considered a valuable
gain to the ranks of the opposition.

It is said that Mr. Higging will prob-
ably make an attempt to represent South
Yale in the next elections, the constitu-
ency for which that stern statesman
Donald Graham is now a member.

POOL OF POLITICS.

Victoria People Are Discussing the
Railway Situation.

Vicroria, Feb. 4.— [Special.]— The
leading topic in political circles the past

few days has been the Stickeen-Teslin | PO

Lake railway deal between Mackenzie
& Mann, railway contractors, and the

Dominion government. The matter has
a distinct bearing upon the political
situation in this province, inasmuch as
it serves toeffectually squelch all adverse
criticism regarding the local govern-
ment’s action in according such_conces-
gions as they did to the Cassiar Railway
company.

Prominent local opponents of the pro-
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vincial government are much chagrined
at being deprived—as they apparently
are—of one of the best arguments /they
believed available in criticizing the re-
cord of the Turner administration un-
favorably. The large concessions
nted Mackenzie & Mann in the
ian northwest in return for the
building of the Yukon railway are much
more generous than those made by the
rovincial government to the Oassiar
gentral Railway company for an under-
taking that will be equally as beneficial
to the country as the Yukon railway
project.
it may be taken asa fact that the
Liberal section of the opposition party,
at any rate, will refrain from any allu-
sion during the approaching provincial
campaign to what they were pleased, a

 short time ago, to stigmatize as *‘that

atrocious Oassiar Central railway deal.”
The Parliament Buildings.

Interest in the opening ceremonies on
Thursday next of the new provincial

 parliament buildings increases daily.

ferring io the new buildings it may be
said that here again the opposition find
“the feet knocked from under them "
While it is well known that a large sec-
tion of the people on the mainland dis-
approve of the large expenditure on the
parliament buildings, the argument ad-
vanced by the oppositionistsin the house
that the undertaking was unwarranted
and unjustifiable in the light of recent
events, falls somewhat flat. Even the
staunchest friends of the administration
were compelled to admit that at the
time the project was first mooted critics
were justified to a certain extent in pro-
testing against such a large expenditure
of money at a time when depression pre-
vailed everywhere and the province was
heavily in debt. But the gituation to-
day is entirely different. No country in
the world has a more splendid future
ahead of it than British Columbia; no
country can boast of enjoying at the
present time a greater degree of pros-
perity ; no country has greater resources
or more wonderful possibilities. With
this changed condition of affairs, there-
fore, the government can. justly main-
tain that, aside from all that was said at
the time the contract for the parliament
buildings was let, time has now exem-
plified the wisdom of the government’s
action, and that a structure of less
beauty and magnificence would not be
suitable for such a splendid province.

Booth Wants to Be Speaker.
Your correspondent learns that an-
other aspirant for the position of speaker

in the local house has arisen in the per-
son of J. Booth,~M.P.P. As stated
before, however, H. D. Helmcken, M.P.
P., is most likely to be selected by the
government as a successor Lo Hon. D.
W. Higgins.

In connection with the appointment of
a new speaker it may not be uninterest-
ing to record that Dr. Walkem, M.PP.,
is making the fight of his life for the
plum, When spoken to on the subjact
and asked if it was true that he may be

throws up his hands in holy horror and
declares: ‘‘Oh, no! I wouldn’t take it
if it was offered me.”” It is known, how-
ever, that the doctor 18 laying awake
nights planning for the acquirement of
the position, and has engagec the ser-
vices of his friends ito write anonymous

{ letters to the press advocating his eleva-

tion to the much-coveted position,
Deaneé’s Candidacy Unfavorable.
In local opposition circles the gelection
of F. J. Dean, editor of the Kamloops

Sentinel, as a candidate in the opposition
interest to contest Chief Commissioner
Martin’s seat at the approaching. general
elections, is looked upon with consider-
able disfavor, Some contend that it was
the best choice that could be made under
the circumstances, but it i8 conceded on
all sides that Mr. Deane will not be any-
thing like a match for the doughty Mar-
tin. His youth, his great egotism, his
general attitude of irresponsibility and
radical tendencies are all against him.
Need Campaign Funds.

The question that is giying the opposi-
tionists the most worry, Kowever, is that
of the raising of a campaign fund. The

one man possessed of enough means to
donate enough of the * sinews of war”
for the proper conduct of the campaign
— Hewitt Bostock, M. P.—has, it is
said on the quiet, stated emphatically
that he may not be looked to for any
contributions to be used to assist in the
elevation to office of hide-bound Tories
like Messrs. Cotton and Williams of
Vancouver. :

It will readily be seen from the fore-
going that the outlook for the success of
the oppositionists at the coming elections
is gloomy indeed.

In the event of the Turner govern-
ment being returned to power, which
geems, as matters are now shaping, very
probable, various cabinet changes would
follow after the elections. R.P. Rithet,
M. P. P., is so little of a politician and
takes such a small interest in public
affairs that his well-known aversion to
parliamentary life may be gratified by
his retirement.

They May Be Retired.

Another item on the program in this
regard is the vacating of their portfolios
by Messrs. Baker and Martin. There

are many friends of the administration
who would not be displeased if this
change should occur.

D. M. Carley of the Nelson Economist,
is in Victoria, it is said, on a political
mission. This gentleman’s record 1is
such that any party would be justified in
wishing Lis opposition rather than his
support. The day has gone past when
“pushers’’ of the Tammany hall stripe

can be any aid to political success in
this provincé.

A FUNNY INCIDENT.

The Spokane Route Gives a Party Con-
siderable Trouble.

A. H. MacNeill, who returned Fri-
day from the coast, tells a funny incident
about the much vaunted ‘‘Spokane’
route to the Klondike. A party of eight

St. Louis men, headed for Dawson City,
decided on reaching Seattle that the trip
by the passes was too difficult for them,
and, _attracted by the plentiful advertis-
ing given ‘‘Spokane’s’’ route, they turned
around and headed for that town, with
the intention of making it their starting
int. The party arrived in that town
safely, but on looking about for the road
to the Klondike they discovered that the
trail commenced at Ashcroft, 500 miles
away, and to reach Ashcroft the Klon-
dikers must either travel by Rossland
and Revelstoke or by Seattle, which
they had just left! They choose the
Revelstoke route, and will get their sup-
plies at Ashcroft, the starting point of
the trail, but they are still marvelling at
the audicity of Spokane in claiming to

have a route for Klondike.

offered the position, the wily doctor }

A MINING DEAL.

Three Claims in Nelson District Sold
For $5,000.

NEeLsoN, Feb. 2.—[Special.}—Another
mining deal in Nelson district proper-
ties was completed yesterday, when
Messrs. Reisterer and Clements of this
city becarne owners of the three mining
claims, the Bismuth, Sq ire and Lead-
ing. The claims are located on Hidden

creek, four miles and a half east of the
Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway, one
mile from the Union Jack claim near
Salmo. The purchase price was $5,000.
The Bismuth shows six veins varying in
width from two to seven feet, carrying
ron pyrites and galena, The Squire
shows four veins 10 to 12 feet in width,
carrying iron pyrites and galena. The
Leading shows one vein four feet in
width carrying iron pyrites and arsenic.
The formation in each claim is Yorphyry
and slate. The sellers are well known
local parties and-the claims give a good
ghowing as far as developed.

The bond of the Last Chance group on
Toad mountain, one and a half miles
from Cottonwood lake, was taken up
vesterday by Messrs. Wilson Bros., who
secured an option on it last fall for
$5,000. The purchasers have recently re-
turned from England, where they suc-
ceeded in organizing a company to de-
velop this and other properties. The
Last Chance group consists of three
claims and a fraction. It is a copper-
gold proposition, running very high in
copper, and is known to be a very rich
property. There has already been over
$3,000 worth of work done on the claims,
and it is the intention of the new com-
pany to push development work ener-
getically.

Dr. Symonds has been appointed med-
ical attendant for the provincial jail at
Nelson. :

The contract for 100 feet of tunnelin
on the Golden Dale property, about
yards from the Silver King, on Toad
mountain, has been awarded to H.
Young and C. W, Townsend for. $1,700.
The Golden.Dale is a copper-gold propo-
sition and as far as developed gives good
valhues. :

“The Winnipeg & Eureka Gold Mining
company, of which D. D. Birks, of Ross-
land, is treasurer, gent out a force of
men yesterday with a large quantity of
gupplies to their claim on Toad moun-
tain, about two miles from the Silver
King. It is the intention of the com-
pany to open up the claim and drive a
tunnel to strike the lead.

Carlyle Will Soon Resign.

Vicroria, Feb. 3.—W. A. Carlyle is
about to resign his position as provincial
mineralogist to accept the position of
general superintendent and consulting
mineralogist of the British American
corporation, which has recently acquired
properties in British Columbia and of
which Hon. C. H. Mackintosh 18 the
head in this province.

FIRE HEADQUARTERS.
How Chief McKinnon Purposes to Have
It Laid Out.

Wilson McKinnon, the chief of the
fire department, has completed the
plans for the new fire hall to be erected
on Lincoln street in the rear of

O’Hearn’s clothing store. Operations
commenced yesterday moving the.

ent hall to its new site. The ground |g

floor will be divided into three compart-
mente—one for the hose wagon, another
for the chemical engine and the last for
the hook and ladder truck. Each com-
partment will have swinging dogrs open-
ing outupon Lincoln street. Iu/the rear
of the ground floor will be the stalls for
the horses. At present one team will be
used, and it will be equipped with regu-
lation drop harness, such as is used in
the first class fire departments all over
the country.

A stairway will lead to the second
floor, which will be divided into five
compartments. The largest of these, in
the middle of the hall, will be 14x28
feet in size, and it will be utilized as the
general reading and sitting room for the
firemen. A sliding pole will connect the
room with the ground floor. The second
story will also be equipped with four
sleeping rooms, capable of accommodat-
ing from 12 to 15 firemen. The chief
will have his office on this floor.

On the northeast corner of the build-
ing will be the bell tower, over 40 feet
high, in which the hose will be dried.
It is expected that the building will be
complete in about two weeks.

Want Waterways Improved.

An amendment has been added to the
river and harbor bill, now -pending be-
fore the United States congress, provid-
ing for the expenditure of $50,000 for the
improvement of the Okanogan river to
the: boundary line. The river is one of
the confluents of the Columbia, and has
its source in Lake Osoyoo0s, and is im-
portant because it runs through'a coun-
try that has many valuable mines and
fine farming and grazing land. The res-
idents on this side of the line would now
like to have the rivers and lakes between
Lake Osoyoos and Lake Okanogan made
navigable, because it would give them
an outlet, via the United States, until
more railroads are built into that sec-
tion. Besides there are some SOrts of
products that they are compelled at
present to get from the United ‘States.
The coming provincial parliament will
be requested to make an- appropriation
to improve these waterways SO as to
render them navigable. It is claimed
by those who are acquainted with the
situation that a small sum would render
the waterways between the two lakes
navigable.

LOCAL BREVITIES.

The firemen have decided to hold their
ball in the opera houseon Monday, Feb-
ruary 21. Emil Dreyfus’ orchestra will
furnish the music.

The mayor and aldermen have sent in-
vitations to the coming winter carnival
to the city officials of the chief towns
throughout the province and Washing-
ton.

A party of four will leave this city to-
day via the Canadian Pacific railway,
for Ashcroft. From thence they will go
to Dawson City. They hotpe to return
in a year or two with large ortunes.

The Rossland Literary circle is study-
ing Shak o’s‘‘Merchantjof Venice.”
The circle is also reading a handbook of
mineralogy. Thursdayevening the club
had an outing together at the skating
rink.

There has been an active demand
lately for Red Mountain View, and
large blocks have been ordered, with the
seeming intention of purchaging g con-
trol. he property adjoins the St.
Elmo Consolidated, and has been de-

veloped by means of a tunnel.

 capital to be
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THE COMPANIES’ ACT.

The Government Promises to Give Cer- |

tain Changes Its Consideration.

A. O. Galt, barrister, is back from the
coast, where he was engaged in legal
business. Mr. Galt, it will be remem-
bered, made an interesting address on
the companies’ act before the board of

trade several weeks ago, and the sugges-
tions that he put forward at that time
were favorably received by the board.
While in Vietoria Mr. Galt conferred
with some of the members of the gov-
ernment regarding the revision of the
act at . the coming session of the legisla-
ture. ;

“«The representatives who put the
present bill through seem fully to real-
ize its cumbersomeness,’”” said Mr. Galt.
«“] had an interview with Assistant
Attorney-General Smith, .and he re-
quested that the mining men and the
barristers of the camp communicate
with him re ing their views on the
revision of the act. He promised to
give such a recommendation his serious
consideration.”

Mr. Galt expects shortly to call a
meeting of the bar of the city to draw
up a recommendation along the lines
requested by Mr. Smith.

SCHOOL ESTIMATES.

Fourteen Thousand Needed for Im-
proving the Schools and Grounds.

The school board trustees are busy at
present prepdring an estimate of what
will be required for the betterment of

the public schools and grounds during
the coming fiscal year. This work is
being done at this eafly day ge that no

| charge of neglecting the interests of the

school department can be laid at the
door of the trustees. An appropriation
will be necessary to complete the two
unfinished rooms in the eight-room
schoolhouse now under construction and
to furnish it with desks, a heating ap-
paratus, and to level off and fence the
grounds. It will also be necessary to add
four schoolrooms to the old building on
Kootenay avenue, and to level and fence
the grounds. An important matter will
be the furnishing of desks for the new
school and the additional rooms in the
old school, and this will cost quite a
sum. The directors were reticent and
refused to make gublic the estimate the
made, but it is thought it will not fall
far short of $14,000.

The new eight-room school building is
getting along well, and it is now thought
it will be ready for occupancy by the
end of the present month. Mr. Hunter,
the contractor, is pushing the work as
fast as possible. 1t should be speedily
completed, for the reason that the hired
quarters at present in use are not sui
for the purpose for which they are used.

THE KELONDIKE RUSH. '

It Is Already Resulting in Benefit to
EKootenay.

«Phe mining brokers in Vancouver
and Victoria,”” said William K. Esling,
who returned Friday from the coast,
“gre almost unanimous in the opinion

that the Klondike excitement will be the
greatest benefactor Kootenay could pos-
gibly have, and when it is remembered
that these same men ,have been among
the most extensive operators in Koot~
enay, their opinions ought to be worth

volume
Alaskan prosperity, will eventually turn
from that field with a rush to the cer-
tainities of Kootenay, where they can
look before they buy. At the present
time there is more cepital in Vancouver
for investment here than ever before. In-
yestors are not going to exchange $50,000
or $100,000 for a prospect, but they are
willing enough to purchase at a stated
gum, after having satisfied themselves by
development that the property is'worthy
of furtger operations.”’

Mr. Esling leaves today for Nelson and
the Slocan country, in the interests of
Tue MINER, and will there arrange for
an improved news gervice, the chief

urpose of which will be to present to
its readers accurate knowledge of the
progress of development of the mines

'and prospects in the camps of that sec-

tion. This has been deemed essential
by readon of the wide field which THE
MingR covers, with readers who are in-
terested in one or more of the various
camps in Kootenay.

Froo Teial To Any Honest Man

The Foremost Medical Company
in the World in the Cure of
Weak Men Makes this Offer.

HEALTH AND ENERGY ASSURED.
HAPPY MARRIAGE, GOOD
TEMPER, LONG LIFE.

In all the world to-day—in all the history of the
world—no doctor nor jnstitution bas treated and
restored 80 many men as has the famed ERIE
MEDICAL CO. of Buffalo, N: Xi

This is due to the fact that the company controls
some inventions and discoveriea which have no
equal in the whole realm of medical science.

SCIERCE TRIMMENG
THE LAnEP OF

So much deception has been practiced in ad-
vertising that this gand old company now for the
first time makes this startling offer :—

They will send their costly and magically effec-
tive agplianoe and a whole month’s course of re-
storative remedies, positively on trial without
expense to any honest and reliable man !

Not a dollar need be advanced—not a Penny

aid—till results are known to and acknow edged

y the Eatient. x
The Erie Medical Company’s appliance and
remedies have been talked about and written
abogt all over the world, till every man has heard
of them,

They restore or create strength, vigor, healthy
tissue and new life.

They quickly stop drains on the system thatsap :

the energy.
Thev cure mHervousness, despondency and all

the effects of evil habits, excesses, overwork, etc.

‘They give full strength, development and tone
to every portion and organ of the body-

Failure is impossible and age is no barrier.

This “ Tria: without Expense » offer is limited
by the company to & short time, and application
must be made at once.

No C. O. D. scheme, no bogus hilanthropy nor
decegtion,no exposure—a clean usiness Fropooi—
t§on y & cggpsny of high financial profes-
siona. stan .

tgo ERIE MEDICAL COMPANY,
BUFFALO, N.Y ., and refer to seeing the account
of their offerin this paper.

something, They take theview that the
attracted by the glitterin

“I have never seen. such

Confidence and
Faith in . . . .
Rossland <

As is being’ manifested through the
oast. Al feeling of distryst has
vanished, and moneyed men are sat-
isfled that intelligent investment in
the mines of the camp is almost sure
of the most substantial rewards.”

So says one of Rossland’s leading business
men on his return from an eastern trip.

This is not misplaced confidence. The
Kootenay country will produce more wealth
than all the rest of Canada put together in
.the next few years.

today as good chances for investment as
there have ever been. 3

If you have money lying idle, there are
’
J
L4

Write me for particulars of a splendid com
bination investment.

A SURE WINNER.

4

D. D. BIRKS,

P. O. Box 447.

Imperial Block s g e Rossiand, B. C.

J. L. PARKER,

JOSEPH B. DABNEY,

Consulting Mining Engineer. Mining Broker.

Cable Address, ‘Parker,” Rossland.
Moreing & Neal’s and Bedford McNeill's Codes,

DABNEY & PARKER
MINES AND MINING.

Mines Examined and Reported On.
Special Attention Given to the Placing of Mining
Properties and the Management of Mines.

Box 64.
Rossland, British Columbia
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Mines and Mining Stocks.

A SPECIALITY— _
Private report of all ‘mines and stocks supplied on

application.
FINANCIAL AGENT—
Representing R. Wilson Smith, Montreal, Govern-
ment, Municipal and Railway. Debentures.
INSURANCE AGENT—

. Representing Standard Life Assurance Company,
Ocean Accident & Guarantee Corporation.
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