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His Exccllency had been pleafed to open the prefent Sefilon, by a mon
gracious Specch to both Houfes ; and that, to prcvent miflakes, he had
obtained, for the information of the Houle, a Copy of His Excellency's
Spcech, which was read as follows:-

Gentlemen of the Legglative Council, and

Gentlemen of the Houfe o4A7emby,

AT a period when many parts of Europe and other quarters of the
Globe are affliâed by the miferies of War, it cannot but afford matter of
confolation and gratitude to His Majefty's faithful Subjets of this Pro..
vince, that thcy are enabled to enjoy with confidence the fruits of their
induftry, and to mcct in tranquility to confult for the public advantage.

For the poffeffion of this ineltimable bencfit we are indebted, under
Divine Providence, to the vigilance of our moft Gracious Sovereign
who by the vigor and enterprize of his Fleets and Armies has extended
this proicdion to every dependency on the Crown: But notwithftand..
ing the repeatcd checks which thofe who bcar rule in France have re-
ccived in every part of the Britilh Dominions which they have affailed,
yct their fpirit of hoftility has not abated, nor have their deftrudtive
principles fill more to be apprehendcd by all civilized Governments been
difavowcd. It becomes then the peculiar duty of thofe vefted with ex.
ecutive authority to exert their attention wherever there is a poffibility
that the Emiffaries ofdifcord may efiablifh an intercourfe, under thefe
impreffions therefore I fhall propofe to your confideration the expedien-
cy of continuing thofe temporary Laws which feconded by the zeal and
attachment of His Majfity's faithful fubjeéts in this Province have hi-
therto been found to produce fuch falutary effeds.

Another important objed will likewife demand your confideration,
the neceffity of attending to which has becn evinced by the Contagious
Malady that was introduced into this Province by the arrivai ofa Tranf.
port towards the clofe of the laft ycar. During the prevalence of that
diforder (which thro' the mercy of Divine Providence lias now fubfided)
it was found after the troops had been difembarked the Provifions con.
tained in the Quarantine Ad are neither adapted to the exigency of the
çafe, nqr do they fufficiently authorize the Civil Power to take the ne-

ceffary


