
ASSOCIATION .lOlHNAI,

have hy(ln»plu>l)i:i, Iwnscs lock-jaw, ami wo remoinber that human
is difTori'iil Iroui Ixniuf tulHTcuIn^is. The discovery that Texan
oattle-fovpr \vm< transiiiitti il by an iiitoiUMHliatc carrier, a tick, gave

the cue to similar i)riK'e>M's in many human dii^eases; tnox(|uitocH

trauftniit malaria, lihuiasis and dengue: lice carry relapsing fever,

typhus and trencli fever. A ^tudy of the malaria of hirds explainHl

the life history d' the parisites of human malaria. .VttomptM to

cure the trypanosomiases of animals >howed the way u> our modern
treatment of syphilis.

As a rule, a practitioner in (lie tropics knows more of the cause,

proce?<s, prevei\tion and cure of the diseases with which he deals

than does his confrere who works in a Canadian hospital. The
directness of the indicatK)ns for sjieciHc action, and the inevitable

promptness with which the |)roper a> ' 'on is followed by the expected

result, make thot^c who are accustomed to deal with tropical diseases

impatient ot nncxplainiiiK empiricism and determined in refusing

to be blind to imsatisfactory practice j'vcn though it Ih' established

by custom.

The destruction of mosquitoes, and the consequent prevention

of nioscjuitcvborne diseases, such as yellow fever and malaria;

treatment by ai i no-lx-nzol which destroys the spirochsetes of

relapsing fever, syphilis and other disea-es of similar causation; the

exhibition of ipecac and the alleviation of ama-bic tlysentery;

these are all instances of efficient, direct and specific action that a

not easily paralleled in the everyday control of tho.<e disea&

which are not usually known as tropical. Practice in a fi< id whe/

right methods achieve sjjecific success makes a demonstr,ntc<l .iiag-

nosis necessitous and always sought . The microscope is the basis

of a doctor's work in the tropics; he sees the . e of his .iilent's

di.sease before he attemjits to cure it. I'or him, .'.! days of thera-

peutic tests" and 'Clinical syndrom<>s" are fast passing; he is

accustomed to direct methods.

During the war, a knowledge of tropical diseases helped to a

recognition of the part played by lice in the transmission of trench

fever and to a search for the animal host the
—

"reservoir"—of the

spirocha>tes causing Weil's disease and seven-day fever; the spiro-

cha!tes causing these diseases are found in the kidneys and urine

of, respectively, rats and mice. In western North America and
elsewhere, ticks sometimes cause fatal paralysis in children; had the

transmission of disease by "insects" been a familiar idea to those

who practised in these places, the nature of the disease would not

have remained so long unrecognized.


