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Editorial

“ ON’T burn the mortgage,” is the advice
D of a Registrar of Deeds, given in a con-
temporary. It is a valuable record and

cannot be replaced. Far better to keep it. But
what a relief it is to see the curling flame slowly
consume the paper which records a debt that the
parishioners have carried for years! . For-the
sentiment, then, make a holocaust of a duplicate
of the mortgage. But don’t burn the mortgage.

tion to an article by JUDGE LINDSEY, which

appeared in the Cosmopolitan, on the
Doughboy s Religion, and suggested that if the
Church wished to know her faults, she would find
the mirror in the article. Like too many things
in life, Judge Lindsey’s article had enough truth
to render its errors dangerous, We are glad to
print in this issue some pertinent observations
on the matter by CAPT. J. E. GIBSON, who has been
at the front for a couple of years and knows the

g FEW weeks ago a reader drew our atten-

soldier in a way that even the best of tourists

could not be expected to know him. -

IVE hundred dollars fine or four months in
jail was the sentence of a Toronto magis-
. trate passed on REy. BEN. H. SPENCE, Secre-
tary of the Ontario Branch of the Dominion
Alliance, on the charge of infringing an” order of
the Canadian censor by publishing “objectionable

matter” from a banned book called “the Para-

gite.” On the technical point-of publication, the
magistrate said Mr. Spence had committed an
infringement. The evidence showed that there
had been no attempt to circulate the book. The
first printers had warned Mr. Spence that the
book, in their opinion, would infringée" the cen-
sor’s regulations. Mr. Spence then gave a rush
order to a second printing house, and ordered
the copies delivered to. himself. This move was

dictated, no doubt, by Mr. Spence’s. zeal for the.

truth, but the zeal has rather obscured the 1ssue
of the truth.
It is very strange that Mr. Spence’s trial should

have been abandoned in 1918 and then suddenly
taken up again in 1919, and it is ‘woithy of re- °

mark that the date of Mr. Spence’s conviction
coincided with the date of:the discontinuance of
the censor in Canada, although his regulations
still remain with their penalties, but the papers
must censor .themselves. ‘W. E. RANEY, X.C,
counsel for Mr. Spence, practically accused the

CROWN-ATTORNEY and his asmstant, of acting 88,

tools for others.

A matter which puzzles the average citizen, is
that some months ago, when the case was before
JUSTICE MASTEN, he asked Mr. Raney whether he
wanted a jury empanelled and a verdict of “Not

Guilty” returned.  Mr. Raney said that he did-
not. Justice Masten then said that this disposed

of the case. In the face of this declaratlon.

new trial was rushed and all requests to “stay”
‘were refused. It is puzzling to the average citi-
Zen to understand ‘why Mr. Raney did not clinch

might have done the dear-knows-what with our
Canadian people. Evidently, our brand of loyalty
to the British Empire was thought to be of the
hot-house or cold-storage. variety. It could not
stand any eriticism or statement of English con<
ditions. ~ But the book had free circulation in
England and the English people are still loyal,
We are inclined to think that they would re-
gard this censoring as indicating a zeal for
Britain’s good name quite in excess of the British
judgment in the matter. One of “John Bull’s”
good points is that he takes his punishment as
he takes his praise, only with a trifle less em-

_barrassment.
It is difficult for Canadians to work up‘the’ e

correct spirit of gratitude for such censoring

" which seems to an average citizen to treat Ca.na-

dians like children.. 'We have buried for ever and
a day that epithet of “Colonials,” which, in days
past, was a measure of the Englishman’s mis-
understanding of us and an irritation that we
could scarcely brook, and now we do mot thank
a censor or anybody else for taking an action

, which is likely to fasten on us the epithet of
“children.” Full knowledge is the only sure basis

of responsible action, whether it be knowledge

about the liquor trade, or anything 0156 m\the ‘ ‘.

‘world, Exit censor.

ABOUR representatives at a teeent gathér
ing with Church representatives in To-
ronto, stated - their case well, They ad-

dressed themselves'to answer the questwm “How
could the Church help?” A living wage was: their -
central demand and the Church eould help by
.speaking out to both Labour and Capltal and layl_ e
‘the burden of equitable conditions and work om
the consciences of ‘both. Labour felt that, to

reasonable limits, it should ‘haye a share
profits whicl its efforts helped to erette- :

‘day’s work and a fair day's.pay.” This

sound strange to our readers. Tl_ns :
consistently advocated that every injustice 1
feel the weight of the Church’s cond
Labour asked to be please excused
ignorant tirades of elerics who will
time or ability to'examine indust!'ial
Labour has suﬁered ‘much from tbe
condemnations of men whe were ritates
inconvenience consequont upon a strike.
may we say, that since the average
more about ethics than eeonom'iel,

wellforhxmtodosomereedlng
economic and industrial ¢ :

‘the world’s workers to-day. Some

books are BOUCHER’S “Industrial
BEVERAGE’S “Unempleymen A TAYIm’a

preacli eeonomics hateqd ot! the el
bid), butit onzht tp oren hueyu ‘

-the matter there and then. Magnanimity, if that 1
was his motive, is to b&thouzht of only after to.
security, But it is. still: more pu:zﬁngﬁrihe © 80]

aforesaid citizen to understand- how a new trial
vould be staged after stich &

The previous qnesﬁonﬁoﬂlomlemtterie

the action of the cemsor in.
’Hehadthenzhttodoit. Beeonldthbanmﬁ
a dlctlonary or a milwgy t{mrﬁble, if kq m

it
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