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ican appropriate sermons. On all sides, in town |stability is assured by the deep personal love|not wakefnl cannot be efficient watchers. Fear
¥ of and country, something seems to have been|with which she has inspired every one of her|and hope generally keep men wakeful. Drowsy
and done to notice the day, .and a great outburst of | subjects. Changes have taken place during indifference implies the absence of both.
1 his loyalty, not unmixed with f:cr.vent prayers for | the last fifty years which are good, but many|People who watch in earnest, watch against
our Queen, went forth on Trinity Sunday, 1885.|also have been brought about which are, in something, or for something, in a state either
aper . It was quite right that this exceptional out- [our estimation, little short of disastrous. We|of anxious anticipation of evil, or of joyful
tem- burst should go forth, and for several reasons, | are referring, of course, to the legislation which|expectation of good. The criminal watchés
Mh We have been reminded, almost to weariness, | has deprived the Church of some of her ancient fearfully for the executioner ; the bride watches
“On that only three English Sovereigns have reigned privileges,and has tended towards the exaltation | for the bridegroom. As Christians we not
L. for a longer period than Queen Victoria. They |of the power of the world over the rights of the|only watch against sin, but for Christ’s coming.
-ulty, are Henry 111, Edward IIT, and George IIL.|Church. From the year 1868, when Church|We are not soldiers of Christ in.an enemy'’s
i Mot But since the dates of their reigns have not|rates were abolished, down to the present|country, and our hearts are by nature prone to
thing' been fully given, we may, perhaps,jbe pardoned | time, when attempts are being made to rob the sympathise with the enemy, and to encourage
r the if we note them for the purpose of comparison. | over-worked, under-paid clergy of their tithes,|us to desert our colours. Our Spiritual life is
. the Henry III. succeeded to the throne on the|we have witnessed a“succession of legislative|a warfare for which the necessary armour has
mfes- death of King John, which occured on Oct. 18,|acts which, paralleled as they are in other|been provided. It is stored in the armoury of
tholic. 1216, and reigned till Nov. 16, 1272—56 years, | countries, give good ground for the common|God for our use. The weapons entrusted to
thless 29 days. Edward III's accession was pro- |belief that the “ man of sin,” spoken of by St.|our care require to be kept bright, in constant
have claimed by heralds on - Jan. 24, 1327, after|Paulinhis Second Epistle to the Thessalonians,|readiness for action. At any moment in our
tthis Parliament had decreased the termination of [is none other but the secular power seeking to|daily life we may be called upon to guard
ire' to Edward II's reign. Edward IIIL died on June[usurp God’s place over His Church. It is|against and resist an aftack of the enemy,
I am 21, 1377 ; his reign, therefore, lasted 50 years, |through no fault of Queen Victoria that the|Hence our condition must always be one of
il the smonths. George I1I. succeeded to the throne | Disestablishment of the Irish Church, the Di-|watching. We are the Lord’s servants, the
»ut in on the death of his grandfather, George II., on|vorce, the Public Worship Regulation, the|highest dignity to which a man can be called :
“ But: Oct. 25, 1760, and himself died on Jan. 29, 1820, | Burials, and other Acts, passed in the teeth of|and our work isto do” our Master's bidding
ist me having reigned 59 years, 3 months. The very |the Church, should have become law during | whilst watching for His retnrn, /
a too length of Queen Victoria’s reign, then, seems|her reign. They are the natural outcome of| As God’s servants and stewards we should
egged to call for special remark. But there is much |the progress of Liberalism. watch that we do not waste His property. Our
ns of ‘more than this. During these forty-nine years| In scie.ce, too, the advances made during|talents will have to be accounted for. Every
»peu many changes—religious, political, and scien- |the present reign have been literally stupen |faculty is from Him, and ought to produce
sannot tific—have come over the land ; and could we|dous. In 1837 the regime of stage coaches|interest for Him. We should be. watching for
p you transport ourselves back to the year 1837, we|Was not yet over, and the few railways which|opportunities of serving Him. An opportunity
\tholic should hardly know that we were in this same|€Xisted never suggested to the most confident|missed may never recur, andythe loss occasion-
e the England of ours. The sound of the trumpet | believers in-the future that was before the|ed by our want of watchfulness, to the cause
eve in . which those few men at Oxford had sent forth|“Iron Horse” that the country would be ‘of God, in ourselves and in others, may be, so
Il pro- on the wiﬂgs of “ Tracts for the Times” had |covered by a network of iron rails. Electricity,|far as we are concerned, irreparable. We
; only just begun to rouse men out of the torpor | though even now in its infancy, has been tamed|should watch when we are resting ; for Satan is
eaten- into which they had fallen, as regards dogmatic | to perform wonderful works in the service of|busy while we rest. No bolts and bars, no
ie who theology, during the years blighted by the|man—the telqgraph, telephone, and electric|chancel gates, no cloister can shut him_out.
Well soulless morality which constituted the preach- | light have all bee'n brought into common use|We should watcfh when we are in company.
e done ing of the Georgian era. The best-ordered |during the Victorxan era. In fine, there is not T:sc. heavenly mind must be kept up, even in
vt churches had the Holy Commuuion adminis- a.branclf of applied science in which wonder.ful business. The, conscious presence of God
rmany tered only once a month, while in country |discoveries have not be'en made, and which|should never leave us. If we cease watching
Jost as parishes three or four times a year was the|the resourses of civilization have not laid unider|we take hal.'m. The soul needs winding up
wrhere; average of the number of Communions.[a debt of obligation. always, for it is apt to rundown, and to contract
elter of Daily services were unknown, carlessness and| During the whole of this period, and amidst 50“‘.¢What of spiritual deadness from necessary
. withs - neglect were rampant, and the only alternatve, | so many and such vital changes, our Queen has duties and b““"'—'_”- ‘
nanists except in a few places where the priest was a|ruled wisely and well; and, as one of the] The need for watchfulness is the more im-
trained traditional High Churchman, to shocking ir- | preachers on Sunday said, the best projects for|perative on account of the tendency to sleep,
ruleof reverence, was a devout Evangelicalism. When | the amelioration of the people, which Social-|which always prevails "in the Church of God.
fios - we turn to the changes which have come about | ists claim as their own, have received their in-{ When David’s heart was right with God, he
mment in the political complexion of the country, we|itiative from Queen Victoria, instigated thereto| was watchful ; but ever so strong a man as he i
an that shall find that it is a long cry back to the early | by the genius and wisdom of .the late Prince|—a “ man after God’s own heart "—was over- :
L We days which succeeded the passing of the first| Consort. Well may her subjects pray that she|come by slothfulness, and neglecting to watch
under- Reform Bill. = Since then the franchise has may live not only to complete her jubilee year, | he fell into the enemy’s power. When I‘..-_..;' :
nent of been twice extended, until now every house- | but many more years in which to preside over|after their deliverance from Egypt, fell in A »
" holder has a vote, and every lodger, duly|the destines of a people whom she appreciates, |idolatry and worshipped the golden calf; the: 5
qQualified by residence, has the like privilege.|and who abpreciate her.—Churck Review. had ceased to watch ; indeed, they had W/
i There is much to be thankful for in the in- God's service altogether, and gone over to the
AR. Creased esteem with which the ruler of this|/ WATCHING. enemy. The disciples were sadly deficient in
o country is held by lovers of the constitution, i this grace when they slept in the Garden of
":S. il and it is very much due to the Queen’s own HE duty of watchfulness is enjoined again G.ethsemm. nnable to watch even one llour
Ter Ma- regard for constitutional action that this is so. and again in Holy Scripture vpon Chris-|with the Lord Jesus. But Satan care
o Tbere will always be unquiet spirits . who are|tian people. As Christ’s faithful soldiers and|that Judas did not sleep. God w watch
si':‘ ” : C!iscontented with the laws under which they | servants they are called upon to maintain this|over our secret sins, md our u;ht fears,
i live, v.vho are ever anxious for radical changes,|attitude, and to guard especially w lloth- When Jacob was afraid of Esau on his return
;a""'y d": o even.m oountrieg where the government is re-|fulness and sleep._ Watchlng\ implies wake-|from Laban, he spent. the night in prayer to &
;llu;int ; publican ; but it is safe to say that no monarch | fulness ; that idea alone supplies sufficient|God, and_the ever-wakeful m mchful Godl |
o, €ver sat upon a throne more firmly planted|matter for m and self-examination, in lﬂﬂ"fed.infl blest hllq. God is ever watching
than that upon which our Queen sits, and its| an age of drowsy indifference. Those who are/us. He takes account of our slothfulness or -




