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• d*<r-flrop tl*^w amt, when it Uavt»4 the 
llower,

lo4 f»ASMn up want on the brain ot mom ;
U «k» bu? hull* iiflflt m bjbt on high,

To à* love<rtî«>wev .u twilight to return.

Xie In* gold Lm not |*n*l,c4, when the riame 
Seiire upon if with toiiMiunng glow:

Is frtrhened -plendor k - om^ forth anew. » 
To’pArVIt in .h* inon*reh*» tlirone or hrow.

Tk«is nothing dies, or only to live : —
$t*r. Ftruarn, inn, flower, the dew-drop, and 

the gold ;
fcteh goodly thine, instinct with buoyant hope, 

Hâf'.y" f<> put on its purer, finer mould-

So in the «piiet joy ot kindly trust,
We bid each parting saint a brief farewell 

Weeping, yet smiling, we commit*their dust 
To the safe keeping of the silent cell.

Softly within that peaceful reeting-pUc»^
We pie- ih‘’ir wearied limbs ; and bid the 

clay
Press lightly on them, till the night by past,

And the far-east give note 01 cogmig day.

The day of re appearing ! how it speed* !
tie who is true a d faithiul speak* the word, 

Then shall we ever be with those we love— 
Then shall wo be forever with the Lord.

The shout ?s heard ; the archangel's voice gw 
forth;

The trumpet, soumis ; the dead awake and 
sing;

The bring put on glory , one glad hand,
They hasten up to meet-their roiling King.

Short death and darkness! Endless life and 
Jig ht !

Short dimming—endless shining, in yon

Where *11 is incorruptihle and pure—
The joy without the pam — the smile without 

the tear

Hindooism : Its Changes During 
the Last Half Century.

I Lave often beard it remarked, not only 
by Hw Hindoo# themselves, but also by 
Prote#t*nln, that it is impossible fur them 
to change their long established customs, 
and embrace Christianity; that Ihe univer­
sal prevalence ol caste and claim upon the 
«on, to pursue ihe same avocation in life as 
the father, will never permit of any radical 
changes ; that such and such were the acts 
sud customs of their forefathers, and to de- 
viate in the remotest from their example, 
the most dire calamities would inevitably 
follow. Rut such a view of the case is not 
only unwarranted, hut untenable. Protes­
tants who have thus represented the matter, 
ate certainly either unacquainted with the 
facts, ot else they belong to that class who 
know eothing of the promises of the Bible, 
ini sre opposed to the spread of the glori- 
oiu gospel of God's Son. That Hindooism 
has undergone the most wonderful changes 
during the last half century, 1 will now pro­
ceed to show. Let us notice, first, the 
changes that have taken place in the articles 
of dress and household furniture. Half a 
century ago, the Hindoos had but little, if 
any furniture, and that of the rudé'st style ; 
now, many wealthy Itoboos have their pa­
laces famished lo overflowing with the most 
fashionable and eostly of English manufac­
ture. Half a eentary ago, the snn-dial and 
water clock were their only lime pieces ; 
now, clocks and watches, the most beautiful 
and valuable, grace their drawing-rooms. 
In artieles of dress, many of the wealthy 
wear English made clothes in preference to 
their own. Now, many pursue occupations 
which, but a very few year# ago, were en­
tirely unknown in this country. Half a 
century ago there were no printed boqjts in 
the Bengalee language ; now thousands are 
appearing at Calcutta annually, Half a 
century ago, no Hindoo ever thought of mak­
ing himself acquainted with the English 

- language ; now there are hundreds in the 
English counting-houses of every large city 
throughout the land, who read, write, and 
•peak the language fluently. For many 
generations, the Hindoos have been accus­
tomed to travel in rude country boats, on 
foot, in pelankins, or in cow-carts ; but now, 

’ the most wonderful, changes have been in­
troduced even in this respect ; now, it is not 
uncommon to see the opulent seated in a 
•lately equipage, of English manufacture, 
drawn by a pair of costly Arabian or Eag- 
h»h steeds. The Government steamers that 
now ply the thrice hallowed and bloody 
»»tcr- of tbo Great Ganges are crowded 
with passengers. The railroad, even, that 
most modem invention, they are taken with; 
l«d the trains that now run between Cal- 
ritta and Rireegunge, a distance of one 
Wired and fifty miles, are filled to over­
flowing every day. In the telegraph offices, 
•®o, they are at their posts, .controlling the 
wonderful machine.

1" a reiigioas point of view, the result has ' 
Wn the same. * Half a century ago, thou- j 
•*nd» of infants were thrown into the Hong- : 
|y fan outlet in (tie Ganges,) at the great 
Swger Maloo annually ; hut now not one. 
Hall a ceniiiry ago, many widows were j 
Annually burnt alive wiih the bodies of their j 
deceased husbands ; but now the remem- j 

ranee even of this barbarous custom seems 
to have been almost forgotten. Formerly '

it was thought a very shocking thing to 
fouch the flesh or ihe hide of a dead cow ; 
hut now many Brahmins even wear shoes 
made of cow-hide* instead of their old 
wooden sandal*. Only ten years ago, Brah- 
miuisin was so rifo that the appearance of 
one in ihe midst of a crowd addressed by a 
Christian missionary, was sufficient lo dis­
miss the whole assembly, and leave the ear- 
n«sl missionary without a hearer ; now not 
only the Brahmins themselves, but the peo­
ple listen attentively without molestation, 
lint a very low years ago, no Hindoo would 
have ventured, through tear of banishment 
from borne, ciute, and friends, to recom­
mend the marriage of widows ; but now, 
through petitions made by the Hindoos 
themselves, the Government, during the 
present year, have parsed an act making such 
marriage# hereafter legal. Il we examine 
into their ancient religious rites anil cere­
monies, we find many not only unobserved, 
hut forgotten. Half a century ago, how 
many native Christians were there in Hin­
dustan ? Now between Lahore on the Norili, 
and Calcutta on tho South, there are more 
than 25,000 souls professing salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Half a century ago, 
how many schools were ther? in which a 
liberal education was imparted ? Now, in 
the North-West Provinces alone there are 
8,781 in full operation. Of this number, 
87 are Government, with f>,907 pupils ; .13 
are missionary, with 1,749 pupils; 3,661 sre 
common, with 40,181 pupils; making a 
grand total of 47,839 pupils. Ten y esrs 
ago. there was not ooe girl's school in all 
India ; noxv there ate several being con­
ducted under the most flattering circum­
stances.

Such are .-vine of the most Important 
changes of Hindooism during the last fifty 
years. Christianity is gradually working its 
way through the multitudinous -object* that 
oppose its progress, and light is fast dispell­
ing the moral darkness that bangs thick and 
dreadful over this land, where ‘‘every pros­
pect pleases and only man is vile." If Ihe 
last half century has accomplished so much, 
what ra§y we not expect frotg the next, 
with its increasing falciity for moral and re­
ligious education, and the rapid progress of 
civilization and science! Who shall now 
-ay that the close ot the nineteenth century 
shall not see the whole fabric of Hindooism, 
as well as Mohammedanism, dissolved, and 
remembered only as one of the tilings that 
were I Who shall now predict that hea­
thenism is too strong for Christianity and 
civilization ! The past ignores such an as­
sumption. The present promises changes 
that will astonish the whole world. tat 
the friends of Christ, therefore, rally al! their 
strength around the banner of the Cross ; 
and let their prayers ascend with one har­
monium voice to Jyhoyah of hosts, pleading 
that this glorious wvftdtoiaguo and so suc­
cessfully carried on in beaihen lands, and 
especially in Indie, may be crowned with 
still more success; that more laborers may 
be sent into the harvest ; and we have the 
promise that the work shall be done, “ that 
his Word shall accomplish that vvhereunto 
he had sent us."

Farrvkhabail, North India, Sept. 1, 1356.

from the VhrUtUn (JlwrdUn

Uncle Aleck.
In the biographical department of your 

paper of Dec. 3rd, there is a btief, though 
excellent notice of the death of Alexander 
Wilson ol Laoark, aged 77 yeats, and who 
made the following bequests, each wrapped 
up and ready labelled, viz. : Bible Society 
$10 ; Superannuated Preacher's Fund,$17 ; 
Missionary .Society of the Wesleya* M. 
Church $80. Tout $57. The writer ob­
serves, *• It was a source of astonishment lo 
every one who was acquainted with him 
how he obtained so much money."

My design in i>enmng these lines is to 
throw some light on that mysterious subject, 
or at least lo give some idea of the method* 
by which the money constituting the be­
quests was obtained. We rend 
sure of the rich casting into 
treasury their princely gifts ; but estima 
ting the worth of the gift by our Lord’s 
standard, or taking into account the labour 
and self-denial that attended the accumula­
tion of the above benefactions, it is the con­
viction of my mind, that since our blessed 
Saviour laid down that standard by which 
he judged of the worth of gifts, when he 
saw the poor widow dropping her farthing 
into the box at Jerusalem, unto the present 
day a more lilieral man than Alex Wilson 
lias not been lound ; nor have richer gifts 
than his been thrown into the Lord’s Trea­
sury ; and were it not that in the heavenly 
world they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, a mote suitable companion could 
not be found for him than that liberal 
widow ; but as they are equal unto the 
angels, perhaps they have fellowship of a 
more exalted character, — and as kindred 
spirits seek and find each other, possibly 
they have met long ere this, and “ together 
walk the climes of bliss."

Uncle Aleck, the name by which he was 
generally known, and familiarly addressed, 
was a lonely, solitary man, so far as rela­
tive* and family connections are concerned. 
Afier he gave up a seafaring life, he obtain­
ed a grant o," ne hundred acres of land, on 
which he resided for some time, but a few 
years alter his conversion to God, he gave 
up his inheritance, which was of very little 
value, and which he was unable to culti­
vate, through Irodily infirmities, on condition 
of obtaining board and lodging during his 
lifetime. This condition was faithfully per­
formed by an old Irish Methodist, one who 
was connected with the Wesleyan* at home, 
as far back as the Irish rebellion of ’98, and 
who still tabernacles on this side of Jordan, 
in that naturally sterile Ottawa country, yet 
fruitful in producing some rare specimens 
of good Méthodiste, and talented Methodist 
preachers, as though God was balancing 
rich mental and spiritual gifts against natu­
ral sterility. Uncle Aleck was an indus­
trious man, and at his new home sought 
such employment as he could render profit­
able, and which lay within hie ability to 
perform. When Qod made man he placed 
him in a garden ready prepared that he 
might dress it and keep it, eat of its fruit, 
and t* happy; but,Uncle Aleck, havtng 
been born since the expolston from Eden, 
found no such place prepared lor him, so he 
had to go to work and hew out of the rock, 
or among the rocks, a small space, consider­
ably less thin one quarter of an acre, 
in which he planted a few apple trees, 
and which required no ordinary care and

attention to make tb..m productive, as the 
climate is uncongenial to the production of 
such fruit. However, he attended them 
with unremitting care and almost parental 
fondness ; and il many have been astonished 
how he obtained so much money, they were 
equally astonished at Ihe quantity and qual­
ity ol hie apples. In this miniature orchard, 
more particularly so before hi* trees had 
attained much size, Uncle Aleck contrived 
to raise annually a few bushels of the choic­
est onions ; but the apple trees grew so fast, 
and spread their boughs so far, as soon to 
claim |K)«»rssion of the whole garden, and 
their claim had to be allowed to the great 
detriment of his onion crops. Nine or ten 
years ago, he talked seriously of enlarging 
bis garden, but whether lie did so or not I 
cannot tell, as 1 have not seen him or Lis 
premises for nearly that term of years.

But the greatest difficulty in his garden­
ing operations lay not in the rocks or in the 
climate, but in his lameness ; for Uncle 
Aleck during very many yuars was a mar­
tyr to rheumatism. Few have endured 
more excruciating pains snd torture Irom it 
than he did,—and how he contrived lo cul­
tivate his garden was the greatest mystery 
of all in connection with this singular man. 
All his movements, and it required consid­
erable preparation and endurance even to 
prepare for a movement or get in a moving 
posture, had to be aided and regulated by a 
.-talf in each hand,—so that there was not a 
seed sown, a tree uprooted, a Iruit plucked, 
or any necessary operation performed with­
out a corresponding pang or painful effort 
on his part. Not unfrrqucnlly would he 
get into some po .ture, or be so long engaged 
it his work, as lo lie rendered helpless, and 

to get him on hisaid had to be obtained 
fact again. i

1 had almost forgotten another branch of 
industry tliat Uncle Aleck followed in win­
ter or on wet days—a branch of business 
well nigh ruined by the invention of Kan- 
ning-mills. He occasionally made sieves, 
an almost antiquated machine for cleaning 
wheat. J give the explanation as many of 
the piesent generation of larmers would 
hardly know what is meant b^ it ; but a 
few of the old Irish and Scotch settlers 
pa' -.nised him by the purchase of his ware.

The above were the means, and I believe 
the only means by which this aged affl ctcd 
Christian obtained his funds, and though 
the exact amount of hie income I never 
ascertained, yet I have reason to believe 
that it never exceeded $25 per annum : out 
of this revenue his clothes had to be pro­
vide. Uncle Aleck, besides, was a read­
ing man, and for hie means had a very 
respectable library, and to which some ad 
d nions were regularly made. This library 
was composed of good old-fashioned Wes­
leyan works: such as th* live* of Carvosso, 
Hick, Hester A. Rogers, Nelson’s Journal, 
Wesley’s Sermons, Fletcher’s Appeal,Scales, 
Checks to Antinomianism. He had hardly 
any need of the latter. Then there was 
10s. per annum for Ihe Chriitian Guardian, 
always paid in advance ; * the papers ol 
which for years were carefully treasured up, 
with all their virtues and shortcomings.

His contributions to our different funds, 
were, when 1 knew him, as follow ; and I 
never knew him to be solicited for a sub­
scription ; all his gifts were perfectly volun­
tary—Missionory Fund, 10s„ sometimes 
double that sum. It was so one of the years 
I travelled his circuit, but hi* name wa* ere 
dited with only half, the other half was 
anonymous; 2s 6d Sup. Preacher's Fund, 
other collections 5s., besides hi* contribnt’ion 
to the Bible Society. For the support of 
the Circuit Minister* lOscssb, and 10» in 
apples and onions. Y’ou could not inflict a 
more painful wound than to refuse to accept 
what he took so much pleasure in giving, 
for if giving ever made a man happy, Uncle 
Aleck that man.

A very heavy draft was made about ten 
years ago on Uncle Aleck’s funds. He and 
bis host—who by the way lias as large a 
soul, ami as small a purse, when the neces- 

with pic*- sities of a large family are taken into ar- 
the Lora » count, were determined to build a chapel, 

and lo the serpri.se of every one, they suc­
ceeded, aided by their kind Presbyterian 
neighbors, and by some help from their 
brethren, and a neater chapel in its internal 
arrangements and finish, could hardly then 
be found in the Province in"any similar lo­
cality, or a more numerous or respectable 
congregation. Such was Uncle Aleck ; he 
gave all that he had, he gave never reluct­
antly, but always freely. The principle that 
actuated him wa» love te his Saviour and bis 
Church. What he gave was procured by 
hard toil and painful effort : the fruit also of 
much self-denial, and thousands of the best 
of Christians would have deemed all that he 
could possibly obtain, absolutely necessary 
for his own comfort. Those wealtKy mem­
bers ot the Church who have rendered their 
names precious to the church by the large­
ness of their gifts in life, and their bequest* 
at death, never bad to purchase their wealth 
svith the price he had to pay for his gifts, 
nor to practice the self-denial which shed 
such ta lustre on his Christian pilgrimage, 
an<t gave such an incaculable value to hi* 
offerings. Itinkraht.

• The fiuanlisn was went to him gratuitously, the last 
throe or four years.

The Compassion of Christ.
The arms of love, which were extended 

to a Magdalene, a Zaccbeus, yes, to the thief 
upon the cross, are ever outspread to re­
ceive us, and at each new fall they lift us 
up, and hold us in their embrace so firmly, 
that at last we can no more free ourselves. 
Dost thou ask if they are extended toward 
thee, thou fainting wrestler, who after a 
hundred falls and forgiveness a hundredfold 
greater, with shame and confusion of face 
there standee! ? Yes, be comforted. When 
I chink of our Lord’s answer to Peter’s 
question, “ Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me and I forgive him ? Seven 
times ? No, I say unto thee, until seventy 
times seven," I can say to thee with confi­
dence thou wilt not the hundred and first 
time be thrust away, provided thy shame be 
not less, but even as great as was thy fall. 
Thi# is the way the Christian grows in 
grace. Would you have proof of it ? Find 
it in all who have become great in Christ’s 
school. Through stumblings and falls, they 
have progressed far enough to be able to 
say with John, in spite of the distance of 
the goal, the nat town ess of the way, the 
stiaitness of the gate, “His command­
ments are not gn»rou."—TMuek.

Religion Abroad.
Portagtl — Religtoee Statistics—Her former ',re*Înee,

— Tbe (.Imrch in AUiaao* with Political l)<epoti»m
— Tlie :-oruRtieee Nation offended by and wurriu<
with Iijme—Tbe Young King—Lethargy of the
Church.
Portugal is a small country, of about the 

same size, anil with nearly the same popu- 
; lation, as the State ol New York. With the 
exception of about three thousand Jews and 
a few Protestant foreigners, this whole 
population professes nominally the Roman 
creed. There was once a more numerous 
Jewish population, but it has been reduced 
to this small number by unheard ol cruel­
ties. There was iu recent times a promis­
ing Protestant movement, hut it lias been 
crashed out by lbesume means, and the 
rotten Church of Rome has been, for a while, 
repaired by the same bloody cement which/ 
as we have seen in previous articles, ha>( 
been used in most other countries. Portu­
gal has a large number of Episcopal sees, 
counting no less than three archbishops and 
sixteen bishops, all, of course, with princely 
incomes. As we mentioned in one of our 
articles in Italy, the three and a half mil­
lions of Portuguese Catholics have the great 
honor of being represented in the"’ sacred j 
college" of cardinals by two members, while 
the twenty-three millions of American 
Catholics are impatiently waiting for the j 
first American cardinal. Since 1711 the I 
Archbishop of Lisbon has worn the title m | 
patriarch. The then ruler of Portugal had | 
the pious wish of seeing one of bis subjects 
invested with siubbt high eeele-iusiieai dig­
nity, and as he wi»» willing to pay any price 
for it, the holy father most graciously conde­
scend to comply with it for an immense re­
muneration.

The interest which this little kingdom, and 
consequently, also its religious affairs, awa­
ken, is not in proportion with its present size 
and population. It was in former times one 
of the greatest empires which tlie world has 
ever seen. Not longer back than 1822 it 
owned upon our own continent a territory of 
almost equal extent with Europe. At ihe 
beginning of the sixteenth century, it estab­
lished itself upon tbe coasia of Asia and 
Africa, and promised to become fur these 
dieieions of the earth what Protestant Eng­
land is for them ig>w, the principal agent in 
civilizing and Chnstaaizing them. It reign­
ed upon all oceans ; and Lisbon was the 
first commercial city ol Europe Its decay 
began, like that of Spain, when it precluded 
from its borders the quickening influence of 
the ecclesiastical reformation of tbe sixteenth 
century. The king w ho introduced and patro­
nized tbe Jesuits, and showed himself most 
zealous in establishing the Inquisition, and 
in persecuting th? Jews, wa* also the tirai 
to see the progretjp of tbe empire arrested 
and the energy a%the people .commencing 
to abate.

In the introduction to our first article on 
Spain we have already given to our readers 
tbe general outlines of the recent ecclesias­
tical history of Portugal. Here, as there, 
the Church has for several centuries main­
tained a close alliance with an anti-libeial, 
tyrannical policy. Together with the go­
vernment, the nobility, and a fanatical and 
ignorant populace, she has made unceasing 
efforts to keep down the spirit of inde|>en- 
dence and enlightenment, which, under the 
influence of the more advanced civilization 
of Protestant countries, could not fail to 
reach also large portions of Catholic nations. 
When, duging tbe present century, Don 
Miguel and Don Pedro disputed with each 
other the Portuguese crown in a fraternal 
war, Ihe Church was the most zealous sup­
porter of the more despotic Don Miguel.— 
The character of this prince reflect* no 
bouor upon the Church which, lor the sake 
of political advantages, bolh patronized and 
flatter d him. He was not only notoriously 
of loo-.e morals, as so many other princely 
standard-bearers ol modern Ultrainoritan^n, 
but he di«played also a readiness to break 
his word, and even his oath, which even in 
Europe, where the people premtppose a 
moderate propensity of this kind in almost 
every prince, seemed to lie more than com­
mon. The defeat of Don Miguel was, there­
fore, also a defeat of the political influence 
of the Church. The Queen Maria da Glo­
ria, although apparently, a reconciliation 
witS Rome took place afterward, showed 
during her whole reign, from 1831 to 1853, 
the same lukewarm sentiments to the Church 
which Louis Philippe did in F rance. In 
tbe house of representatives the Catholic 
party during all this time has not had once 
a majority. The government, whatever po­
litical party might be at the helm of State, 
could count on a majority, il" it resisted tbe 
demands of the pope, and was more than 
once prevented by the Cories from making 
concession* which it wished to make lor the 
sake of peace.

We do not wish to detain our readers with 
a history ol the dissensions between Koine 
and Portugal, which, notwithstanding the 
above mentioned reconciliation, fill out the 
whole reign of the Queen Maria da Gloria/ 
The conclusion of a concordat has been un-' 
der deliberation lor several years, but, up to| 
this day, the parties have not been able to 
agree. The most difficult point to settle i* 
the patronage which Portugal claims over 
the Catholics in the English possessions in 
India. In this territory, which was former­
ly almost as dependent upon Portugal as it 
is now upon England, the first Catholic 
Churches were planted by Francis Xavier 
and other Portuguese missionaries,and, there­
fore placed under the jurisdiction of Portu­
guese bishops- The labors of tbe Jesuiu 
were for some timè very succeesfal, the 
number of native Catholics in India increas­
ing to over one million. After the suppres­
sion of the Jesuits, tbe Portuguese bishops of 
Goa, Cranganor, Cochin, and Meliapoor, 
were unable lo supply tbe congregations 
with a sufficient number of priests. The 
Roman Church found itself very soon in a 
process of rapid self-dissolution. To coun­
teract this backward movement, the popes 
erected, without a prtviout arrangement with 
the Portugueu bithopi, new vicariates apos­
tolic, and suppressed finally, by a bull of 
April 24,1838, the three bishoprics of Cra- 
naganor, Cochin, and Meliapoor, which, 
since fifty years, had been vacant ; and di­
vided their diocesses among the vicars apos­
tolic. As there was in this case a crying 
violation of the historical right on w Inch 
Rome, whenever it is to its advantage, is 
used to lay so great stress, the arbitrariness 
of the pope raised a cry of indignation in 
the whole Portuguese nation. The Arch­
bishop of Goa and tbe Bishop of Macao, a 
Portuguese yowesitoo in China, pretested

against the bull ; the majority of tbe Portu- j of my tellow men. It is our manliest want t 
guese priests in India aad a large number of of a worldly motive, such as impel* them- 
tbe Indian Catholic* joined this protest, and selves, that leads such men so utterly to 
the Church of Rome saw a new schism confound tbe things that dtffet# “ lhey do 
arise within her pale. \ it to obtain a corruptible crown—-but we an

The pope’s embassador at Lisbon succeed- j incorruptible.’’ 1 am quite content tha; 
ed, however, by threats of excommunication, Jesus should judge me and my motives or 
and similar means, in obtaining the consent even that spiritually minded men, who well 
of the government for a removal of the arch- understand that there is something better to 
bishop who was induced by the offer of more live for than money, or ease, or sell let 
lucrative benefices in Portugal to submit to 
the pope. Nevertheless the schism con­
tinued, and in 1853 the pope pronounced 
new censures against the Bishop of Macao, 
the Vicar-general of Goa, and three priests.
This new attack upon their national feelings 
prompted tlie government and tbe Chamber 
of Deputies, on motion of the Deputy Mae- 
carenhas, to declare that the censured priests 
had well deserved of their country. Still 
the papal excommunication caused the 
Bishop of Macao and a large number of tbe 
Indian Catholics to return to obedience to­
ward the pope. In this stage the controver­
sy still remains. The schism in the mean­
while has had the good effect of opening the 
eyes of many Indian Catholics, and indu­
cing them t o join some of the various Pro- 
testant Churches of India We find es­
pecially the Lutheran Church report every 

i year large accessions to their congregations
from the Portuguese Catholics.

In consequence of this dissension exist­
ing between i the government and Rome, 
revt n of" the nineteen bishopric* of Portugal 
and two in the colonies have been vacant 
lor a long lime. In tlie papal consistory ol 
Sept. 18, 1856, one ot tl era has been tilled, 
and thus the hope raided among Catholics 
that the concordat, and the full reconcili­
ation, approach their conclusion. Ihe 
Catholic party has made lately some pro­
gress, greater, at least, than in Spain, and 
is said to have been strengthened in the le­
gislature by the last elections, in Nov., 1856. 
But little i« expected from the young king, 
who but lately, by conferring the order of 
Christ upon Senor Corradi, a Spanish liber­
al. has shown his sympathies with the liber­
al anti-papal policy of bis mother.

In general, ihe Roman Church is in the 
deepest lethargy, and gives few signs ol" a 
religious tile. The three" and a half millions 
ol Cathol cs contributed, in 1855, for foreign 
missions, no more than 18,000 francs, while 
the six million ol Prussian Catholics gave a 
sum twelve times a* large. The great ma- 
juniy of the educated classes lias entirely 
emancipated itself Irom obedience to the 
Church, but unfortunately, fallen into re­
ligious indifferent ism. Still there are many 
signs that Protestantism will find here, as 
well as in Spain, a rich harvest, as soon a* 
ihy barriers ol intolerance and persecution 
can be pulled down. This will form the 
subject ol our next -article; with which we 
shall conclude our review of the religious 
state ol" Spain and Portugal.

came ai vehicle, containing two priests, one 
holding a large silver cross, inlaid with 
gems, and about three feet long—then came
the mourner*.

Such is the Christianity of Malta at the 
present dav. But it was not always so.— 
On this island St. Paul once preached 
through a whole winter “the glorious gos­
pel ot the blessed trod’"—sod here a delec­
tive hut sin."ere Christianity lound à home, 

these give their judgment. The unconv, rt- 1 and was1 del. tided from Mohammedan ag­
ed world is not competent to do So. Even cression with a. valor which has never been 
apostolic missionaries were regarded a> exoei-djed in tile annals ot Christian chivalry, 
“beside themselves,"’ as “babblers." a.- 
“foolish," and “the prudent" of hi* day
would have persuaded Wesley to consult his, rnneaif. Inn caused u 
own ease, and leave bis fellow men to pit- ^ considerable interest, 
ish, while be sal down to enjoy ihe dignified : supj'os. ,1 to have taken possession of it 
leisnre of parochial service. But how much 1 about the tune that Moses was delivering 
reason has (he wofld to bless God ! liai such I‘rne! from Egyptian Ik>iuIiu-‘. From tin­
men will not be moved by such motives—\ Phu-ni-ians it passed into the hands ol the 
that they left their judgment wiih God, and Greeks, about the period in wbicli Isaiah 
went forward in their^cause ol" self-denial wrote/ Then Carthage seized it. but was 
and Christian usefulness! “Their works ! dispossessed by the Roman», m » nose hands 
Jo follow them.” Let the fruits Of their 1 it was when St. Paul was shipwrecked 
sacrifice# and toils to-day answer “ the wise j here ajhmu A. D , 58. The island has often 
and prudent ’’ of this world. j excised masters.since tlmt time—« huv-

Aoother gentleman, whose knowledge ui j lng b6.n lield 
either Christianity or missions was certainly i ‘he Vandals, 
not very large, told ■- —1 •— “

Tiv4important position iVcuplrd I'V the 
Islam! of Malm in the midst ot the Muliter- 

to tx) regaided with 
fvnsid^rahle interest. i he Pintnicians are

us lie considered u* 1>\ i next by. ih

in succession bv the Goths 
the 'Arabs, the Normans, ami 

French, who were succeeded

•, we could 11nilZu
“re element • "l al-

> rom ZIods Here Id.

Letter from Rev, W. Butler.
MISSIONARY O* THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH TO INDIA.

Leaving Gibraltar on the afternoon of the 
25ih of August we entered the Mediterra­
nean—a sea of rich classic memories— 
where, long ere the Anglo Saxon race was 
know n as a power on eaçth, there sailed the 
rich laden ships of nations that are now in 
their graves. Here, the vessels of Tyre’s 
“ merchant princes " when she was the 
“ mart of nations," were found bearing the 
luxuries of tbe East to tbe very borders of 
the Atlantic. Here the fleets of Egypt, of 
Carthage, of Greeae, and of Rome, and the 
Moslem, sailed with such names as those of 
Alexandria, and Cleopatra and Cæsar and 
Hannibal, and the Crusaders filled the ear 
ot tlie world with their deeds. On these 
waves tbe late of nations has once and again 
been decided, and tlie horrid trade of war 
has frequently reddened them with human 
gore. Here Jonah, uafailhlul to his mission, 
sought to fly “ from the presence pi the 
Lord," and ere he could arrest his blind 
career, sank deep into these depths, and 
lound himself in the-*1 belly çl hell." Here 
St. Luke and Titus and Timothy sailed, and 
here the great apostle of the Gentiles (not 
far from where these notes were written) 
was “ in perils of the waters ’’ and suffered 
shipwreck.

Within sight of this sea, the larger portion 
of the Holy Scriptures was written—and, 
above all, how pleasing „was the reflection 
that these very wateis on which we sailed 
have been looked upon by “ God manifest in 
ihe flesh." Un the western shore* of this 
sea has Immanuel walked ; and from it he 
drew some of bis illustrations when teaching 
“ in the coast of Tyre and Sidon." Beauti- 
*u 1 sea ! the gayest flotilla that ever was 
sent lorib by that same Tyte to deck thy 
bosom—with its “ perfect beauty " (see 
Ezekiel Chap, xxvii.) conferred on thee, to 
my heart, no such honor as did that glance 
ot thy Maker,—who was at the same time,

“My Qod— incarnattrii for me "

On the afternoon of the second day from 
Gibraltar, we passed L'tifc, where Cato, 
(it 1 recollect rightly) in exile, fell by his 
own hand, with lull confidence in the rea­
sonings ol Plato. Every reader of Addison 
will r- coilect the pniloeopbizing which he 
puts into the mouth of Cato, before the fatal 
deed was done. A few miles further, we 
sighted Cape Bon, within whose deep bay, 
and about lour or five miles from the pre­
sent city of Tunis, the proud rival of Impe­
rial Rome bad her splendid seat. Here 
stood Carthage! What a comment on hu­
man greatgess and pride ! Tbe spot on 
which it stood is now one of tbe most deso­
late and unvisited localities on earth- And 
yet hete was the place made memorable by 
such names as Regulus, Scipio, and Hanni­
bal. Here Dido entertained -Eneas with 
queenly magnificence. So passes all the 
glory of this world !

We had frequent opportuitiesof becoming 
quainted with the views of some of qnr 

pany on the subject of our mission—One 
tleman thought us rather enthusiastic ; 

another wondered much that we should give 
up our little ones, and thought that not re­
quired ; and yet, so much for inconsistency 
—the gentleman who ventured this remark 
wa* himself leaving wife and children in 
England to go out for an indefinite time in a 
high military position, and knew not when 
he should see them again ! and others on 
board were doing likewise. Surely what 
they do for earthly gain I may be allowed to 
do for the lore of Christ, end the salvetion

far too sanguine in our antiuipauvn?s an 
went on to enumerate tlie tlifliculiies to !»«• 
met in India. Still lie declared il .tnytliuig 
could be done he bail no objection

What a refreshment it was that, wlvn 
tired of listening to -it It talk, and the Imur 
of social prayer had ei 
in our cabin that there 
mighty power with u<, and promised to u-—- 
“ even unto the end ut the world —winch 
evidently did nut enter into the calculai ion, 
ol such persons. We had “ meat to . ;ii 
which the world knew not of,"—sortit tiling 
to fall back upon that wa‘ “a Secret to 
them. The presence of Jesus, and the 
power of his Spirit, is our support. We 
enjoy this, we hope to enjoy it w hen wo art 
labouring in India. Let the difficulties ex­
pand themsedves—let “ the strong man aim­
ed,’' rage bis hour, and the proud citadels ol 
a fortified heathenism frown down defiance 
on the bumble vanguard of our church"* 
host—I am not dismayed. “ The weapons " 
we wield shall yet be as victorious ns ilu-y 
“are mighty through G“d." And over 
prostrate heathenism, fallen never to rise 
again, shall the redeemed sous and daugh­
ters of India sing their Saviour's pruise ! 
Amen ! Hallelujah ! The Lord God omnipo­
tent reignelh! Supported thus, by present 
grace, by the protuiseof divine co-operation, 
and the assurance of final victory “ through 
the blood of the Lamb," I let go all (ear jpr 
doubt, and rejoice in hope. The Lord will 
not leave us to toil alone—our work< shall 
be wrought in him and for Him ; and as we 
labor we humbly hope to find “ the Lord 
working with" us, “confirming tiv word 
with signs following."

The splendors of a Mediterranean sunset 
are well known. Sometimes the calm and 
clear waters seemed to catch the image of 
the departing day, in all its gorgeou# hue*, 
till it looked “like a sea of glory," with a 
path of light in its centre, leading to some 
bright- heaven in the west. But at other 
times, as we soon found, thi* sea- i* subject 
to squalls which lash it# waters into confu­
sion and fury, greatly to the discomfort of 
those who are not proof against sea-sickness.

We arrived at the island of Malta on 
Friday morning, and here we had iiyrcmain 
for the supplementary mail, and the passen­
gers which left .London six days later than 
we left Southampton, crossing France to 
Marseilles and there taking a steamer to this 
place. We had to wait for them till Sunday 
morning, thus losing nearly two day-n How­
ever, we consoled ourselves with the reflec­
tion that in few localities on earth could we 
spend two days with more interest than in 
this place. Malta! How />< Valleta and 
Lillie Adam, tbe Grand Masters and tie 
valiant knights, with the Church of St 
John, and St. Paul* Day, ri#e before the 
mind !

We were soon affiore, and mo-t iri lustn 
otisly improved the time. The first thing 
that struck me was the oriental aspect wliicl 
was over the entire scene. The flat roofe 
houses, with their centre courts, the prickly 
pear with its massive foliage, the aloe, and 
the oleander, and other tropical Vegetation 
all showed you were bidding farewell lo Eu 
rope and to chilly climes. The day wa< in 
tensely hot.

The next thing that impresses the strati 
ger is the thoroughly Popish character ol 
tbe place. There seems to lie no end 
tba churches, and cro«ses, and images 
saints, with priests, and monks and nuns.
I have seen Romanism in its naked deform 
ity, but there was a bideousne-s about i 
here which exceeded anything I ever saw,

Tbe churches were bedizened and dirty 
—some of them hung around with iittl 
lamps on the outside and other arrange­
ments for illuminations on “ Saint-.’ days,’ 
in a manner which reminded one of th. 
Chinese “ Feasts of Lanterns." It looked so 
silly and childish. Then each church had/ 
its relics enclosed in glass cases for exhibi­
tion. Tbe ignorant sacristan* who shov. 
you round, will look you in the face and in­
form you that here is “ a piece of the true 
cross and here, “ a fragment of the boric 
of St. Paul’s arm ;’’ in another place “ soinc 
milk of tbe Virgin Mary. Several pictures 
we saw very similar in character; one ol 
them, for instance, had for its subject 
“ Richard, Earl of Cornwall, receiving the 
gift of a reliquary full of the blood of Jnux !

It was enough to make a Christian mad 
with indignation to see his holy religion thus 
caricatured by such wretches. But so it is 
—and then, with a confidence which is only 
equalled by their ignorance, they hold out 
their itching palm to you to be paid for such 
falsehoods !

At the comer of the streets they had life- 
size images of various "saints," standing 
under canopies, built like the “ soundin-r 
boards" which used to be over old pulpits° 
Before the image is a lamp. And here 
processions with banners and bare-headed 
supplicants bow down before these gaudy 
emgiee.

The priests are _ 
tual looking fellows, in black 
coats, and shovel hats. The monks, with 
their loose robe, bare head, and ■rope round 
their waist, look anything «t *>Bt e,uer 
cleanly or godly. _ , ..

1 saw a funeral. The colhn was laid on 
an open Car,-a pall thrown over it, and lour 
men, each with a lighted lamp and bare- 
headed, bore the comers of the pall. Next

"j I by tin- Siwiiufrds, who held it until the 
Kmgljits ol St. Jolin of Jerusalem arrived 

| and cinitferri d upon it, by tficir valor, the 
j renown it enjoy* in the records of history.

Sometime in the eleventh century the 
Moslem Cali, bs permitted the building of a 
pine c l t-nit imminent lor the numerous 
Cliri-t/in pilgrim# which crowded to Jerusa­
lem. ’Shortly afterwards the terrible Tur- 
rouiani sciz.d the Holy City massacred tlie 
Vlusicins, and cruelly oppressed the Chris­
tian.-. I'cler the Hermit witnessing the 
surteimgs endured by his fellow Christians, 
camel back to Europe, and bore the red 
cro-.-i through the Christian nations. Hi, 
zeal and eloquence earned all before them. 
Tin: valor of Oft rule nt/um flocked to his 

standard, and thus the Fikst Crvsade set 
forth to wre.-i the Holy Land from the grasp 
ot Mohammedan power and tyranny. They 
succeeded ; the “Laiin kingdom of Jerusa­
lem'' was established lor a brief period.— 
Many ol the princes and nobles, giving up 
tin idea of returning to Europe, resolved to 
remain for its préservation, devoting them- 
stdvcjs and their fortune# for this purpose, 
and thin arose the celebrated “ Order of 
itv Knights of St. John of Jerusalem."— 
I"hi- chief was called the Grand Master.— 
Thejr number and wealth rapidly accumu­
lated. But the overwhelming lide of Sara­
cen» power was too much for them. They 
were expelled front Palestine, and took re- 
luge, in the Isle of Cyprus, where they soon 
recruited their numbers from Europe.— 
Them they seized tho Island of Rhodes.— 
Here they established themselves and raised 
a fleet to hold Mohammedan aggression in 
check, and watch theiropportunity to recover 
Jerusalem. But the Ottoman Emperor, 
Sotyman the G real, fresh from the conquest 
of Belgrade, in Hungary, appeared before 
the wuils ol Rhodes eariy in the sixteenth 
century, and summoned the brave knights 
to surrender. Though only 500 strong, 
while their invaders were 200,000. they 
made a noble defense, and slew 40,000 of 
their enemies, before exhaustion and loss of 
number* compelled them to capitulate. In 
the depth of winter the remnant of this vali­
ant band, under the grand master, L'Isle 
Adam, had to embatk on board their ships 
acdr set forth to seek a home elsewhere.— 
Tlie emperor Charles the V. gave them the 
i-l.cnd ol Malta, tyhich they soon fortified, 
and, with numb;rs and means augmented, 
they b came a bulwark to Christendom and 
a terror to the Turkish power, while they 
also controlled the Barbary Corsairs and 
ihiis equally served Christianity. Under 

mastership of I/r Valette (whothe

greasy and most unspiri- 
rs, in black breeches, long

grind
built «the pre-eut capital, which is called 
ilh-r him,) Malta sustained a siege by the 
1'iirks. But, after terrible carnage and 
sufferings, the knights were triumphant and 
thé Moslem power received a repulse which 
curbed their resolution to overthrow the faith 
of Christendom, and from that time to the 
présent tlie influence bf the crescent hat 
lioen on the wane.

This decline of. the Turkish empire, and 
1 he growth of the Chri-tiu i nations in pow­
er!, especially the naval p .vrorof England, 
-obii after rendered Civ ' ndom indepen­
dent of the valor of th . -igbts of Malta 
—once their chief protection—and the or­
der began to sink, its decline being accel­
erated by the Reformation, which was 
followed by the confiscation of their estates 
in those countries which received the Pro­
testant faith.

When Bonaparte wa* on his way, 1798, 
with *• the grand army" to reduce Egypt, be 
turned ms fleet into the harbor of Malta, 
aril sent a summons to the Grand Master 
to surrender. The order had long lost its
military character ; resistance was vain.__
The place capitulated on term# suited to the 
wishes of the French general. Pensioning 
the Grand Master and Knights, Bonaparte 
thus, by a stroke of Ins pen, abolished the 
once “ illustrious Order of the Knights ot 
St. John," after it had existed for 7<K> yeat-.

Bonaparte played some queer pranks 
with the rich treasure# with which the 
churches were endowed. Among the res;, 
nil the church o! St. John, it is Saïd, that or,’ 
-Ceing twelve silver images standing within 
the communion rails, he asked What they 
were? The priest informed him that they 
were “ the twelve apostles," “ Indeed, '
said lie, •• 1 understand! the apostles went 
about doing good,—but 4hese fellows are do­
ing nothing—I’ll take them and have them 
melted down and put into circulation." But 
this “sacrilege" was prevented by a ransom 
provided by one of the prelates, and the 
images now stand in the cathedral.

Bonaparte also found a relic, professed to 
be tbe right hand of St- John—on the fourth 
finger was a fine brilliant, which Bonaparte 
transferred to £'e own hand, and then gave 
hack the precious relic. Having garrisoned 
the place, he =el off tor Egypt. The Mal­
tese were much annoyed at this sudden 
change of masters—and when the news of 
Nelson's victory at Aboukir was known, and 
an English fleet blockaded Malta, the Mal­
tese looked upon tlie English in the light ot 
deliverers—and when the garrison surren­
dered, the sovereignly bf the islands was 
made over with the full consent of the inha­
bitants to the king of Great Britain.

YVe went fo see the “Church of St. 
John.”- It has no external ornament—but 
when you enter, the scene is gorgeous. Al! 
that art and wealth could do has been done

iH


