NOVEMBER 17, 1800,

PURGATORY.

What an infinite blessing is purga-
tory! What a terrible mistake did our
Protestant friends make when they
discarded purgatory and left it out of
their formularies of belief ! How can
they console themselves in the death of
relatives who, they are cousclous, have
gone into eternity with many imper
fections and venial sing ? We are told
in Holy Writ that nothing defiled can
enter heaven. They can not belleve
that thelr friends deserved to go to
hell, nor that they were g0 free trom
imperfection as to deserveto go stralght
to heaven. They may be forgiven
their mortal sins through the infinite
merits of Jesus Christ, but somthing 18
due to the justice of God after sins
have been torgiven. David, who
was a man after God's own heart, was
forgiven the great sin of which he had
been guilty with the wife of Uriah ;
nevertheless, he had to satisfy the
justice of God, which exacted the death
of his favorite son, whom he loved as
his own soul.

Heaven is the beatific vision of God,
where angels and salnts and glorified
gpirits dwell, and 1t stands to reason
that no soul shall ever be permitted to
enter there until it has paid the last
farthing of penaity to the justice of
God and has been cleansed and purified
from every stain of impurity and de-
filement. Blessed be God for the con
solation which Catholics enjoy in being
able to pray for their departed friends,
with the full coufilence that their
prayers and charltable sacrifices will
be made available for their purifica
tion and final happy entrance into the
world of light and bilss above.

This is no new dectrine, Itis found
ed in reason, and is a8 old as Caristian
ity. It was believed even under the
Old Law before Christ came, a3 is tes-
tified by that striking passage of Mach-
abees, 8o often quoted, in which the
valiant Judas sent twelve thousand tal-
ents of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifices
to be offered for the sins of the dead
soldiers who had been gullty of pur
loining the votive cfferings which
hung in the temples of the idois of
those whom th y had conquered.
¢ For," the account concludes, ‘*it is a
holy and wholesome thought to pray
for the dead, that they may be loosed
from sins.”

That prayers for the dead were
practiced by the early Christiahs 18
proved conclusively from the testl
mony of St. Augastine in the fourth
century, Wwho expressly declares :
“ Let heretics object as they may,
pevertheless, it was & very ancient
practice of the Church to pray and
offer up the Holy Sacrifice for the
dead.” A very ancient practice, ob-
gerve ! And this great Father tells us,
himself, that his mother, Monica, en
joined it upon him that he should re
member her after death in_the Holy

Sacrifice. St Gregory Nazlanzsn
says: ‘‘The practice of praylug for
the dead has been handed down to us

from the very disciples of Jesus.”
Catholics have no doubts in regard
to a doctrine so old, 80 reasonable and
g0 consoling, yet it may be a question
whether they always appreciate 1t as
they should. There are two ways in
which they may fail to derive all the
benefits irom it that it is calculated to
bestow. In the first place there is
dapger that they may underrate the
evil of venial sin and go on indulging
in it, uuder the impression that they
can escape hell by purging away thelr
venial sins in purgatory. O course.
a man who is congcientiously strugg!l

ing agalnst deliberate, habitual,
venisl . mav well cousole himsell

with the rctiection that by passing
through the fire of purgatory he may
escape the fire of hell, But thatisa
very different thing from making pur-
gatory an excuse for continuing in
sin. Such a cne has reason to fear
that he may be compelled to go farther
and fare worse.

In the second place it i8 feared that
noue of us realize the severity of the
punishment of purgatory. Of course,
it would be an infinite gain for any
soul to suffer the most excruclating
torments for a thousand years, it by g0
doing an eternity of suffering could be
avoided. But, surely, every reason
able man should esteem it an object
worthy his most strenuous exertlons
and most generous gacrifices to obtain
the shortest period possible In pui-
gatory.

No doudt many will remember the
very remarkable incident published in
the Ave Maaia, a few years ago, of the
appearance of a dead nun to some of
her former companions in her convent,
when, to show them what she was suf-
fering, she placed her hand on a door
of ono of the rooms and left there =
charred impression of ber hand burned
into the door. Father O Neil, C. S. C,,
was allowed to 800 this door and
take a photograph of it, aud the im
pression was reproduced in the eolumne
of the Ave Maria. Father O Neil was
fully convinced of the truth of the in-
cident, and there is every reason to be
lieve that the nun had actually been
allowed by Almighty God to appear
and give this evidence not only of the
truth of the doctrine of purgatory but
algo of the nature and severity of the
ordeal throngh which even plous relig-
ious may be compelled to pass, even tor
what seems to us as small venial sins,
for this nun acknowledged that she
wag suffering for some comparatively
slight neglects of her Rule.

What are the practical  les-
sONE we are to learn 0N
this subject ? First, let us naver cange
to pray earnestly and offer the Holy
Sacrifice as often as posgible for the ro
pose of the gouls of our departed friends,
even though they may have died with
the reputation of ganctity. Second,
let us be careful to lay a good founda
tion for ourgelves, for the time to come,
by carefully avolding deliberate, even

10

venial, sing, thus striving to make our
purgation as light as possible, re- |
membering, always, that the more wo |
pray for others, the more prayers will |
we gecure for ourselves in the day of |
need, and the more quickly wiil we
pass to our glorious reward in heaven.
—Sacred Heart Review.
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SELF DECEPTION

The FirstStep in Wrong-Dolng-the Im
portance of & Sensitive Consclence.

The advice of Poloniug, ‘‘To thine
own self be true,” may be interpreted
in various ways, but it ought alwaysto
include & warning against self decep
tion, says a writer 1n the Baltimore
Sun. Those who do wrong begin usu
ally by decelving themselves. They
may not work themselves into the be
lief that wrong is right, but they find
excuses for the wrong. When thelr
consclence warns them they plead that
they are only followlng & custom ; that
other people have committed the same
offense and yet have maintained their
respectability ; or they declare that ne-
cessity has driven them to some sharp
practice which is not illegal and there
fore not dishonest, or they indulge in
other sophistries to excuse themselves,
not to the world, but to themselves
The normally honest and upright man
cannot begin & course of wrong doing
without first decelving himself. His
conscience will not permit him to do
anything that is not honorable and up-
right until he has stilled it in some
way, and he begins by confusing the
moral relations in his own mind.

The embezzler {8 usually & man of
good reputation and presumably oae of
moral tralaing. If he were not he
would not occupy a position giving him
the opportunities to embezzle. He
does not begin by stealing outright ;
that would shock kis congcience. But
he deceives himself into the belief that
there is no great wrong in using money
entrusted to him for his own beuefit
temporarily, fully intending to return
it all at the proper time, 80 that no one
shall be the loser, though he may be
the gainer. He argues to himself that
there can be no great wrong in this,
since his employer is not to suffer, and
also because he knows that such misuse
of trust funds has laid the foundation
for the fortunes of much respected men.
Not until he has stilled his conscience
by this false argument is he prepared
to violate a trust, but having taken
the plunge he becomes less and less
scrupulous.

Onee in a great while such an em-
bezzler escapes detection, restores the
money he wrongfully used and pro-
vides himself with capital for other
ventures out of the profite of its use.
Mcre often he loses the money of
others with winich he has speculated, 18
driven by what he calls necessity to
embezzle more, and when hopelessly
entangled is exposed, disgraced and
perhaps punished. The downward
career is very rapid after the first false
gtep. Consclence grows callous when
its warnings are unheeded. A crime
which would appear revolting to an
honest man becomes merely & daring
venture to one who has already
gacrificed his honor and is only striving
to save a reputation that will ba loss
by exposure. Men marvel when they
hear that ‘& good man has goue
wrong," because they know nothing of
the stages of his descent from & high
place. They see only & man who one
day is respected, the next denounced
as & thief. If they could penetrate the
mystery of bis fall they would probably
find that for mouthg, or yYears, perhaps

he had sustained a false reputation,
ien. hut

ual, and that he began by decelving
himself,

It is quite probable that no man guc
ceeds altogether In gelf-deception
He kunows, though others may mnot,
¢hat he is not honorable or honest, but
he succeeds in stilling his consclence,
and when he has done that he is ready
for any kind of roguery. The aim of
the young man who wants to live
honorably should be to keep his
conscience alive and extremely sensi
tive. He should avold every form of
golf deception and ask himself from
time to time whether he has been trua
to his own sense of honor, If he has
not he should resolutely retrace his
steps, not continue in them with the
blindness of a fatalist, * To thine
own self be true " should be the guid
ingprinciple of every honorable youth
R

REAL PRAYER,

To begin with, it is a thing of the
heart, Real prayers are not manu-
factured by the lips, they are the
breathings of the soul, the long-
{ngs of the innermost being, the
yearnings of the spirit. We say our
prayers fngide long before they get to
our llps ; sometimes these insids petl
tions are the very reverse of the aud:
ible requeste. Oiten the volce will be
occupled with a sentimentsl discourse
full of saintly expreseions, while tho
prayer of the man inside is not for
God's bleseing, but for tha applause
of his audience. There is a powerful
deal of cant in prayer ; a good deal ot
the old pharisaical praying in the
fynagogues ‘'to be heard of men."
Beware of the impuession that the Al-
mighty is best pleased with rounded
gantences ; that the ears of God are
tickled with hard words. You can not
successfully plead before the bar of
Gtod the ordinary jargon of a barrister,
Praying is not argument, not words,
words, words ~ Nor yet is it eloquence
elge would the devil be the best ot
pleaders ; but prayer {s the outlet of
the heart ; the putting of wants into
words ; of struggles into sentences ; of
longings into gvllables ; of condemna-
tion into confession, It is the utter-

val ks el not 8t orad- |

ances of the spirit—the voice of thel
soal,
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