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RECALLED.

Tﬁe'Cpreer ‘of a Remarkable Italian-li-ishman of the
Last Century Brought to Mind,

The fact that the new Lord Mayor
of Dublin is named Nannetti, and
that he is the son of an Italian fa-
ther, recalls to mind a man of Tta-
lian birth who, seventy or eighty
years ago, had a ' most remarkable
career in Ireland, rising by his own
unaided efforts from the lowest cir-
cumstances to a place of honor and
distinction in his adopted country.
In America, the self-made man is a
commonplace of our social and in-
dustrial life. On every -hand may
be seen examples of the axiom that
«America spells opportunity.”” But
no time or country has been devoid
of illustrations of what hard work
and pergeverance can do in lifting
out of obscurity andpoverty the man
who is willing to pay the price of
success. Ireland is the last country
in the world one would think of ag

\\offering a field for ambitious youth,
et Ireland was the sceme of the ex-
traordinary rise of Charles Bianconi.

Charles Bianconi landed in Dublin
at the age of sixteen in the summer
of 1802. He came from near Cor-
no, in Italy, was the.son of respect-
able parents, but. because of a dis-
like for study and a certain strain
of wildness in his nature, he was
bound appren’ to one Andrea Fa-
roni, a dealer in prints, barometers,
etc. This man got a goodly sum
for the maintenance of young Bian-
coni, and it was stipulated that the
lad should be brought to England,
but, instead of going to London, Fa-
roni went to Dublin. He had three
other boys besides Bianconi ‘‘bound
out” to him in similar fashion.
Landed in Dublin, Faroni at once set
to work making small leaden pic-
ture frames. He had brought from
Italy some cheap religious pictures.
These he fixed in the frames; ‘‘and
then,” sdys Bianconi himself, ‘all
was ready for what seemed a singu-
lar operation. We were to sell those
for him in this strange land, whose
language we did not know. He
pushed us into the street, however,
and I can never forget the ludicrous
figure I cut there with some of those
things in my hands saying ‘buy,’ to
everyone I met. ‘When asked the
price I ‘could ‘only point to my fin-
gers for the number of pence I
wanted. 1 soon, however, picked up
a little English, and I was then sent
off into the country every Monday
morning with two pounds’ worth of
these pictures and four pence pocket
money, understanding that I was to
return the Saturday evening follow-
ing. N\

It should be borne in mind what
kind of an Ireland it was this young
Ttalian boy was traversing at that
time. The penal laws were still in
full force. The bloody rebellion of
'98 was only four years suppressed,
and echoes “of it still lingered in
many places. The infamous Act of
Union, which the Irish party at pre-
sent in the House of Commons are
trying to have repealed, had just
been passed. Robert,Emmet's dar-
ing attempt at ingurrection in Dub-
lin was still in  the seeds of' time.
Napoleoon Bonaparte was at  the
height of his power, and threatening
to invade FEnglind. On all sides
was a disturbed state of pubMc feel-
ing. This is well shown by Bianconi’s
autobiography, which records:

“In this way I traversed all the
County Dublin and went even as far
as Wexford and Wa rd. In Water-

ford I found the demand for my
small prints v

struggling upward step by step until
he had becorge a man of world-wide
fame. = He took hold of many things
and entered various lines of business
on his upward way. He became
like the Norman lords, more Irish
than the Irish in many ways. He
settled down in the county of Clon-
mel, in Tipperary—a town noted for
the pride, vulgarity and arrogance of
the Cromwellians who formed the
so-called upper class of Protestants,
which looked down upon, despised,
and when they could, terrorized the
Catholics. Bianconi mentions an in-
stance of this. ‘“While living in Clon-
mel,”” he says, ‘I came to know of
a practice that was most unfair. On
a certain day'the Protestant shop-
keepers used to go about levying a
tax on the Catholics who ventured
to open shopswithin the town walls.
They used to thus wring from each
Catholic shopkeeper three or four
guineas, which was called intrusion
money. At length a sturdy old lady,
a Mrs. Ryan, refused to comply with
the demand. They seized her goods,
but she courageously tried_ it out at
law and won. This led to the abo-
lition of the tax. Catholics, too,
had to pay a toll on all bought mer-
chandise, while the Protestant

townsmen went scot free. When these®

vexatious imposts had to be given
up it is hardly possible to tell
how the trade of the town improv-
ed.”

Here is another exﬂsode which
shows the character of the man. ‘‘In
the main street,”” he writes, “was a
public newsroom to which I was a
subscriber. I was often disturbed
and hurt by the loud and consequen-
tial talk carried on there by the
shoneen Protestant 'gentry, \while I
and my fellow-Papist membery were
not allgeved to speak above a whis-
per. 'Phis I resolved not to submit
to; for, having paid my subscrip-
tion, I held myself entitled to all the
rights of the plaee. Others followed
my example, and soon it would not
be easy to know, there at least,
who were the privileged administra-
tors of the Penal Code, and who

were not.”
Indeed, Bianconi was a sterling
Catholic in every way. Prosperity

made no change in him as it
in too many.
regularly in the church. He visited
the poor in their hovels and the sick
in the hospitals. Every Saturday
night, no - matter what pressing
worldly work waited on him, he

does

was to be seen on his knees at con- |

fession in the old Franciscan church.

He was, as we have said, inter-
ested in many paying concerns, but
what made his name a household
word throughout Ireland, and his
fame world-wide was his car sys-
tem. “Up to the year 1815,” he
writes, ‘‘the public accommodation
for the conveyance of passengers in
Ireland was confined to a few mail
and day coaches on the great lines
of road. ¥From my peculiar position
in the country I had ample oppor-
tunities for reflecting on many things
and nothing struck me more forcib-
ly than the want of a cheap ana
easy means of locomotion. This ‘want,
was felt chiehy by the market
towns and by the farmers ; it led to
a great loss of time. For instance, a
farmer living some miles from a
market town spent one day going
there, another doing his business and
a third returning home.”

The ‘‘cars” started by Bianconi
were not, of course, the sort of cars
we are used to in America. When we

|speak of a car to-day we think of a
steam car or af electric car. In Ire-
|land every sort of conveyance is  a

jear, and particularly ' is the name

to the side-car or ﬁ,unth‘:_g'-

He taught catechism |

writes. ““They are advancad jre-
gressively according to their respec-
tive merits, and as opportunity of-
fers. 1In case of old age or accident
they are pensioned off on full wages,
and only their own wilful, improper
conduct can deprive them of this re-
ward. As to the popularity of my
service, I never yet did an act of
generosity or common justice, pub-
licly or privately, that I was not
met by manifold reciprocity. . . I
do not treat my men as slaves, but
as fellow-citizens, differing from me
only in gradation. I make them
feel that in doing their work they
confer on me a greater benefit than
I do on them by payment of wages.

In 1844 Clonmel elected Bianconi
mayor—the first Catholic mayor for
generations. " The Tories whose pow-
er was thus overthrownwere furious
and the old corporation even made
away with the official paraphernalia,
80 the new mayor had to buy his
own chain of office. His mayoralty
was a great success. Whatever he
undertook to do he did it efficiently.
He was not a mayor for revenue
only. In fact, he took no salary for
his years of office, but sent the mo-
ney to be divided among the poor
schools of the town.

One of
was the renowned Daniel O’Connell,
who sent him once a characteristic
piece of advice. As Mayor of Clon-
mel, Bianconi had to sit on the
bench as a magistrate and hear and
decide petty cases. He was natural-
ly anxious that his legal decisions
should be really legal. He wrote

O’Connell for advice, and the im-

ortal Dan, who could drive a
coach-and-four through the most
drastic Act of Parliament, replied:

‘“My dear Mayor—I{ you wishk to
discharge the dutias of the mayoral-
ty with perfect satisfaction dact
upon your own common sense, and
do not look into any law-book!

‘“Faithfully yours,
“DANIEL O’CONNEL.”

But to the longest and bustest life
there comes an end, and the un-
wearying brain of Bianconi, and the
tireless heart at last grewweary and
tired, and in the summer of 1875
the great Italian-Irishman’ passed
away from the scene of his many
labors to receive the reward of a
life spent in doing good to his fel-
low-men. He should never be for-
gotten by the countrv of his adop-
tion, for though he was no political
leader, he, in his own way, strove
to better the condifion of Ireland
and her people; and the Irishmen of
to-day who are protesting against
the emigration of Irish boys to this
country may well use, as an argu-
ment in favor of Treland as a field
for ambitious youths, the remarkable
| career of Charles Bianconi.

O'CONNELL AND DISRAELI

The Latter Termed a Descendant
of the Impenitent Thief.

Champlain Educator. One of the se-
ous quarrel between Daniel O’'Con-
nell and Benjamin Disraeli. Disraecli
was the.instigator of this quarrel
When he first entered political life
he posed as a Radical, and was be-
friended and aided by O’Connell.
Subsequently, to further'his politi-
cal fortunes, he went over to the
Tories.

ton seat as'a Tory in 1885 that
Disraeli attacked O’Connell. He
ferred to O’Connell as a “‘traitor,”
an “incendiary’’ and spoke of ‘the
Whigs ping the bloody hand of
O’Connell.”A The attack was wan-
ton and unwarranted. Tn a speech
at o Trades Unipn meeting in Dub-
lin. O'Connell took occasion to  re-
veft to the incident, and in a sud-
den scathing arraignment, that for
Iacerating 'invegf.m . has probably

Bianconi’s dearest friends’

““Quarrels of Famous Men,” is the |in Séptembcr,
subject of a series of articles in the |which had

[1905. M. Huysmans points
It was while contesting the Taun- |clared that the ‘“danger is not cleri-

re- |solutely

me. Then he calls me a traitor. My
answer to this is—he is a liar. He
is a liar in action and in words. His
life is a living lie. He is a disgrace
to his species. What state of  so-
ciety must that be that could toler-
ate such a creature—having the au-
dacity to come forward with one set
of principles at one time and obtain
political assistance by reason
those principles, and at another to
profess  diametrically the reverse ?
His life, I say, is a living lie. He
is the most degraded of his species
and his kind; and England is  de-
graded in tolerating or having upon
the face of her society a miscreant
of his abominable, foul and atrocious
nature. His name shows that he is
by descent a Jew I have
the happiness of being acquainted
with some Jewish families in Lon-
don, and more accomplished ladies,
OF more humane, cordial, high-mind-
ed, or better educated gentlemen, I
ve pever met. It will not be sup-
sed, therefore, when I speak of Dis-
raeli as the descendant of a Jew,
that I mean to tarnish him on that
account. They were once the chosen
people of God. There were miscre-
ants amongst them, however, also,
and it must have certainly been from
one of those that Disraeli descended.
He possesses just the qualities of
the impenitent thief who died upon
the cross, whose name, T verily . be-
lieve, must have been Disraeli. For
aught T know, the present Disraeli
is descended from him, and with the
impression that he is, I now forgive
the heir-at-law of the blasphemous
thief who died upon the cross.”

In reply, Disraeli  challenged
O’Connell  to a duel, but the latter
refused. Disraeli then wrote a bit-
ter letter to O’Connell, stating he
expected to be elected to Parliament
—‘‘he would meet O’Connell at Phil-
ippi,”’—and inflict a castigation
O’Connell would not forget. He did
meet O’Connell at Philippi, and was
so badly worsted that the house
laughed in derision. £

of

INFAMOUS INFIDELS.

The Catholic Times, of Liverpdol,
directs attention’ to a remarkablc
statement prepared by M. J, K.
Huysmans, the eminent author of
‘““La Cathedrale,”” in which he sums
{up the extraordinaey number of acts
| of violence committed against the
| Catholic Church in France within the
|past fifteen years. Since 1900
some sixzundred churches in various
j]mrts of France have been sacked by
| ruffians, only a very few of whom
?Imvc been captured. 1894 thir-
ty-two churches in the department
of the Sarthe were sacked in a few
idays, and many works of art
!carried off. In the neighborhood of
| Lille, in the autumn of last year,
| twenty-two  wayside

In

were

crosses were

| overthrown, and some of them so
| eompletely defaced that it was im-
| possible to replace them. At Dinan,

1904, the crucifixes
been taken from the
|schools were made into a heap in

ries is an article depicting the fam- |the centre of the principal school of

[ the town, and, after being grossly
Yinsulted by the professors of the
chool, who todk their pupils up
|and ordered them to spit on the cru-
cifixes, they were burnt. M. de
Lanessan, whom the English press
|treats as'a serious person, in one of
his speeches, delivered on June 18,
out, de-

calism, but God Himself, who is ab-
infamous.”’ M. Aristide
Briand, in a speech delivered at Poi-
tiers in the beginning of the present
year, said: ‘“We have driven God
(Nous avons chassé Dieu) out of
the army, the nav'y, the schools, the
hospitals, the madhouses, the asy-
lums, the law courts, the wayside,
and now we must kick Him out of
theSlate altogether, He is infamous;
even more 8o than Christ.”” These
are a few samples of what is going
France at the hands of a gov-
whieh = the secular papers
3 a8 one of the
has ever known.

The Work of The Irish Party.

(From the London Tablet. )

Whatever chances now, and even
if the struggle proves after all to
have been in vain, English Catholics
owe a debt of gratitudeto their Irish
comrades, which surely will not easi-
ly be forgotten. On Monday the
Bill enters upon its Committee stage.
The frontal attack has failed all
along the line, and the Bill has now |
to be fought clause by clause. Here, |
too, the Irish Parliamentary Party
has served us well, and with admir-
able promptitude has already tabled
a series of amendments in defence of
the Catholic schools. And, so far,
these amendments hold the field. Be-
fore passing judgment upon them
we must come to some conclusion as
to what sort of amendments we ex-
pect and want. Do we want amend-
ments which, if they could be car-
ried, would give us the ideal school
or amendments which are the best
possible under existing Parliament-
ary conditions ? For instance, it
would be easy to draft paper amend-
ments which would put our schoolg
in a better position even than that
which they enjoy under the Act

compulsory, would be uscless to Ca-
tholics unless we could be certain of |
having Catholic teachers in Catholic
schools all the time. That granted, |
Mr. Redmond’s amendment hecomes |
of enormous importance, securing us}
it would in most urban areas (’,vr»ry“
day, for Catholic children in Catho- |

lic schools,” definite Catholic instruc-
tion which might be given by the or- !
dinary school staff. Sir Thomas |

Edmonde would carry this ¢oncession
further by excising the words “‘in an

urban area.”” The omission of these
words would make the ‘“‘extended fa-
cilities’’ elause applicable to the ru-
ral as well as urban schools, and so |
include most of the 230 Catholic '
schools which would otherwise be
shut out. Mr. Power moves an |
amendment which would define a
homogeneous school one in which |
three-fourths instead of four-fifths of
the children are of one faith This
again would \‘,'irk-n the application of
Clause 4, whether in town or coun-
try. Mr. T. P. O’Connor proposcs
to give stability to the new system
by enacting that the extended facili-
ties once secured shall be enjoyed for |
a period of five years. All this is
excellent, and, we believe, possible as |
well as excellent, but the value of

these perliminary amenfments must
stand or fall with that which stands |
in the name of Mr. Dillon. He pm-;
poses that in schools to which the
extended factilities clause is applica-|
ble the parents of the children shall|
be at liberty to elect a committee of |
four persons without whose (:nn('nn'—j
rence no teacher shall be appointed.
In that way the danger of a Protes-
tant teacher being appointed to ni,
Catholic school would be fairly met.i

Otherwise it might be difficult

discrimination, on the part of
appointing authority, against
as teachers. If the nomination of
the teachersin h g Catholic
schools can be 1éft to a committee
chosen by the’parents of the child-
ren, if a homogenous school be defin-
ed as one - having three-fourths in-
stead of four-fifths of the children of

us quite possible that a worki
rangement may, te of

On Saturday afternoon, May 26,
| the Villa Maria Alumnae of the Con-

gre

their first annual luncheop at
y Academy of the Blessed Sacrament.
Stapleton, Staten Island, N.¥Y. Gaag
for eighty-five,
and it was indeed a happy meeting
for the many former pupils of Monk-
We indulged in re-

C

lan

miniscences
the pristine
Syne.’

‘ter,

the

»

Villa Maria Alumre of the

United States.

gation de Notre Dame

overs were laid

ds, Montreal.

and lived once
days of

young

menu,

The entertainment committee, Mrs,
Thomas J. Ryan, chairman, certain-
ly sparedno pains in the preparation

5.
6.

T
8.
9.

tica, and the other religious, as well

as to the committee in charge, we »
wended our way homeward, each

heart filled with loving thoughts, e
and wishing a long and prosperous

life to our alumnae and the dear re-

ligious of the Congregation.

The following are the officers for
the present year: Honorary Presi-
dent, Tev. Mother St. Scholastica ;
President, Mrs. John Guilfoyle; Vice-
President, Miss A. TLouise Coghlan ;
Secretary, Miss Elizabeth T.enchan:
Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Bdward
Kilroe; Treashrer,

| Are
|

of
| of the feast, and their efforts w
1902. That would he as easy as it | X i
. i (the hearty plaudits of all whom for-
wopuld be futile. Those are not the E .
; - ; | tune favored with a dav which, in
lines upon which theelIrish Parlia-|. A PO
its associations, rvecalled many epi-
mentary Party has elected to work.
; sodes of the happy past, a day with
Their amendments are designed to i
those whose presence gave double
secure for the Catholic schools the § 3 3
pleasure; for, while their personali-
best torms that are conceivable, hav-| .. :
} |ties  were enjoyed, at the moment
ing regard to the present distribu- e

3 3PRL i | they recalled many old teachers who

tion of parties in the House of Com- aii

had passed to the great beyond, but,
mons. In other words, the terms | . . : :
& still live in memory.

'.(-\;J';“I'_O“' n“]”“‘ the hest ”“"F After  the luncheon the following
T'”F’ e invented, but the best that, programme was laudably rendered
in the judgrhent of the Trish mem- | | 3 :

- : and heartily appreciated:

rs e ~hance a ac- ¢ a A d
e : ]m\r,‘ ﬂ“.Vh".‘””‘ of "“'"L' AL }1. Piano Solo—Miss Ruth Ryans
”‘IA' e ’”‘.1‘1 eing premised, let us | 2. Recitation—Miss Barnett.
briefly consider them. Mr. Redmond [8. Vocal solo—Miss Florence Lowery

3 K | o ¢ a= | F o
Proposes to make '(lﬂw‘ ¢ manda- |4, puet—Piano and violin—Mrs. A,
tory. We have insisted from the | McCahill, Miss M¢Cahill,
first that this clause even if made 5 ¢

tecitation—Miss, Olla de Stephano
—Miss Sadie

Song, “My Rosary,””
Dempsey
Recitation—Miss Morton.
Song—Miss Liebnet.

Song, Piano and violin—Mrs,

A,
MecCahill, Miss McCahill. y
General accompanist, Miss Kathe- X
| rine Harrington. . ’
After a few well-chosen words of
{thanks . from the President, Mrs.
Guilfoyle, to the

“Foot Elm” or on

The Cheap Substitute !

Genuine Foot Elm always pleases
| and satisfies.

No Divorce in Ireland.

The Solicitor-Genéral was

But would it not be possible to go | to accede
one step further and give to such a | House of Commons a few days ago,
committee the right of recommending | that he would consider the propriety
the teacher to the local authority. | of bringing the divorce law of Eng-
{or{land “inte conformity with that of
such a, committee to resist an unfaif l Scotland and other civilized

the | tries.”” 3
nuns | mond queried, amid laughter—‘‘Is the

Whereupon

gentleman aware that in the

civilized country in the world—Ire-

land—there is no divorce 2’

S

No Alcohol ‘in It;f@w
other volatile matter
impair strength by evaporal

““Auld Lang
Many rich flowers garnished
the rooms and tables, with here and
there festoons of baby-blue and white
ribbon, the colors of our Alma Ma-~
while the handsome gowns of
matrons and girls gave
untold brilliancy to the scene.

The sail down New York Bay had
lent piquancy to our appetites, and
all did full justice to a well chosen

hostess of
hour, the Rev. Mother St. Scholas-

Miss Mary A.
Carroll; Assistant Treasurer,
Grace Morton.
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