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Topics of the Day.
PACKED BANNERS .—A number 

J oUr Catholic exchanges have re­
cently expressed opinions concern­
ing the custom of high sounding 
title® for members and officers, es­
pecially of our religious, national,
0r benevolent societies, and we are 
in hnnnoifr with those who think 
that there is no necessity for any 
auch titles. Ih‘ the first place theSe 
Grands, Highs, Most Excellents, and 
each like are meaningless in their
exaggeration; amd, in the second
plate, they savor too much,of anti- 
Catholic organizations. Then it has 
been suggested by other Catholic 
organs, that the use of banners,
•c&rfe, pins, charms, and other 'em­
blems, mighWbe curtailed with great 
advantage to all concerned. We 
would advise caution in this crus­
ade. for there is such i„ thing as 
Carrying a reformation to an un­
warranted length.

As to society banners, the Holy 
See has of late approved of a for­
mula for the blessing ot church ban­
ners, and it is universally acknow­
ledged that they constitute a very 
helpful factor in all organizations.
The multiplication of such banners 
may be carried to excess, but we 
are of. the opinion that each proper­
ly organized and duly recognized as­
sociation, or society, under the -di­
rect guidance of the Church, should 
have its distinctive standard. The 
banner seems to have been, from 

. time immemorial, and amongst all 
races, the emblem of concerted ac­
tion, the expression of authority,______________ ^ ,0 VU1>
the Signal for achievement. In the clearly'and "briefly "explained in'the

000,000 short of having as large a 
population as England and Ger­
many put together. Now, the popu­
lation of Germany alone is almost 
exactly double that of France, and 
the population of Great Britain is 
some 3,000,000 more than that of 
France. We have not been at the 
pains to verify the claim made by 
the senator as to the present rela­
tion between the populations of 
France and Germany, and we must 
admit that, from our recollection of 
comparisons recently seen by us, we 
hesitate to believe that the popula­
tion of Germany can in fact be dou­
ble, or nearly double, that of 
France. But whether or not the\p be 
a mistake in these figures, there 
be no doubt but that, in the matter 
of comparative population, France 
has lost enormously, relatively to 
England and to Germany, since the 
beginning of the present century.'

M. Waldeck-Rouseeau has suggest­
ed a variety of remedies; but not 
one of them seems to meet the re­
quirements of the situation. If mo­
ral degeneracy be the source of this 
unfortunate condition, then the on­
ly practical remedy is the elevation 
of the moral standard of the na­
tion. If the falling off from the old 
time moral standards can be traced 
to the falling away from the 
Church's influence, it stands to rea­
son that the return to Catholic in­
fluence is a necessary condition in 
the restoration of the national mo­
ral strength.

CATHOLIC SOCIETIES. — The 
question of the Church's attitude 
towards secret societies, a question 
but slightly understood by some 
and not at all by others, is very

Church Militant each one of the 
faithful is actually a soldier and 
each society may be considered as a 
company, or a regiment. The stand­
ard of the Cross, the great Lebarum 
of the centuries, is the banner that

following paragraph by the * “ Ave 
Maria."The statement is general,but 
can be easily applied to special 
cases according to circumstances

"A great many persons seem to 
have the impression that secret so-

all must follow; but, under its guid- '■ cieties of every sort may be under
ance, each sub-division of that vast 
army has its particular standard.

Then there is something inspiring 
about a banner; the eyes turn to its 
folds, and read in them the thought, 
or the principle that cements so 
many under its protection. It is a 
symbol that speaks in a language 
far more emphatic than words; it is 
an inspiration that at once suggests 
action and encourages endeavor." 
The grouping of flags around the 
national standard is the most em­
phatic expression of loyalty and 
submission to the authority repre­
sented by that standard ; so the 
grouping of society banners around 
the standard of the Cross is an act 
of Faith that no language Can trans­
late, for it is understood by all—ir­
respective of station, race, tongue,

FRANCE'S DANGER, -t- That 
France’s great danger is from with­
in. and not from abroad, is, we 
think apparent to the entire world- 
administrative France excepted. Cer­
tainly the unbelievers who hold the 
helm of State to-day are not cap­
able of staying the in-rolling tide 
of misfortune that menaces the coun­
try. Their methods are exactly Cal­
culated to drive France with ever 
increasing rapidity towards the 
brink of ruin. It was .under the in­
fluence of Catholicity that France 
climbed to the highest summits that 
her nationhood ever attained ; it 
has equally been under the influence 
of the anti-Cathdfîc spirits that 
now sways her destinies that she 
has sunk to the lowest depths that 
her genius has reached. In glancing 
over our exchanges we come upon 
the following editorial comment Jn 
one of them :—

"A debate took place last week in 
the French Senate #n the popular 
tion question, a brief summary of
SSVS? eent to this country by 
cable* The figures cited by the sen- 
at2L.eho caJ,ed attention to the
subject are, j ™
•uch as to 
pie g 
leged 
France, 
were
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the ban of the church, and that it 
is a contradiction of terms for an 
organization composed of Catholics 
to call itseif a Catholic secret socie­
ty. And yet an association might 
be secret, even oath-bound, possess 
signs and a ceremonial, and still 
not be forbidden by any ecclesiasti­
cal law. In themselves, these are not 
the objectionable features of the se­
cret societies whitih the church con­
demns. The evil is in absolute se­
crecy, in rash promises or oaths 
that involve unconditional obedi­
ence or are otherwise immoral, in 
signs that are impure, in rituals 
that are religious. It is always on 
moral -grounds that the church leg­
islates. Seciet societies whose object 
and character are in no way sub­
versive of good order and religious 
principles she does not concern her­
self with. A secret society 111 e the 
Knights of Columbus, needle?s to 
say, is not secret in the Masonic 
sense. This society was founded by 
a priest and has been approved by 
numerous bishops. It is recognized 
that certain excommunicated socie­
ties effect much good in the mate» 
rial and social order, and it is well 
known that many of their symbols 
and ceremonies were originally reli­
gious and Catholic. These societies 
are condemned because their secrecv 
is absolute; because unconditional 
obedience is exerted of their mem­
bers; because they are hostile to 
the church or in some way usurp her 
place."

But as a mere matter of worldly 
knowledge and experience Anglicans, 
it seems to us, ought to see that 
tlie ship is bound to drift helplessly 
when there is no pilot, or rather 
when every one on board claims the 
position of pilot.

CATHOLIC UNITY.—Rev, Father 
O'Hare, of Brooklyn, N.Y., in the 
course of a recent sermon to which 
reference has already been made in 
those columns, said :—

The social condition of the laity 
in the Catholic Church calls for the 
attention of and the supreme effort 
upon the part of the hierarchy and 
the clergy in the United States of 
America. By historical develop­
ments which could not well be 
averted, a Catholic Society is nei­
ther not in existence or at least in 

condition which demands or­
ganization. Protestantism, with its 
gaze ever turned earthward, can on­
ly maintain itself as it maintains 
its creed, by artificial means. ...It 
lays emphasis upon that which is 
only an accessory to civilization, 
namely, outward appearance, re­
spectable bearing and quasi polished 
manners. To • our people, most of 
whom have come out from under the ; 
ill-treatment and unjust subjugation

of English arrogance, Protestant so­
ciety is quite a centre of attraction. 
Mingling, then, in these circles, 
they naturally learn to speak the 
language of the Canaan i tes, to im­
bibe their views and either by inti­
midation, by intellectual weakness 
or as a matter of habit to accom­
modate themselves to their princi­
ples. All these are elements of 
weaknesses which call for a radical 
change. The laity justly looks to 
thé priesthood for counsel, guidance 
and leadership. They look to those 
whom God has exalted and made 
his chosen knights and whoso pre­
decessors in the past have, by the 
nobility of their lives, inculcated 
those virtues and graces in society 
which adorn the human family. In 
this cose who aro more able to take 
the leadership than the sons of St. 
Many's, who, for years have moved 
and lived in the atmosphere of those 
fathers, their professors and spiri­
tual advisers, to whom it was natu­
ral to display that refined French 
tact and beautiful graces, the more 
■beautiful as they were nourished and 
sustained by the devotion and unaf- 
fedtedness of Christian religion. * A 
union of all Catholic societies seems 
to be the most feasible as a step in 
the right direction toward the 
btrertgthening of the social element 
in the Catholic Church.

OF SCOTTISH CATHOLICS
By Our Special Contributor, ••Crux”- Continued.

•"PORCUPINE" QUILLS. — The 
Liverpool "Porcupine," a really 
"sound" Protestant organ, contains 
a very peculiar communication from 
Rev. Canon Major Lester, chairman 
of the Liverpool School Board, and 
a clergyman of the Church of Eng­
land. Here are a few of the Canon's 
phrases

*Tf in my early life the Church of 
England hùd shown herself, as she 
shows herself to-daÿ, chameleon- 

idst ofliktf, a host of us, now aged in her 
ministry, poujd never have been or­
dained to minister then in. . . God
help us as a Church, for Jonah in 
his fear and di epain-chosen craft will 
be a weak illustration of our state 
and position. . . In its present 
condition it is like a city not in 
unity with itself; she is not making 
headway, but frightfully drifting, 
drifting back from whence she was 
delivered, and, like a beggar, she 

is of will lay bold upon the flimsiest hope 
tain and expect wealth and power." Can- 

" % ^whilst evidently regret- 
- *^““-*vard movement

admits that in 
i the divisions in the 

, the Church of 
nil pains and 

and ritual, and

ANOTHER CHAPTER.—Last week 
I touched lightly upon the story of 
the Scotch Catholics in Canada. It 
will be remembered that this sub­
ject was suggested to my mind by 
the reading of an account of the 
ceremonies in connection with the 
eleventh anniversary of His Lord- 
ship Bishop Mocdonell’s consecra­
tion as pastor of the See of Alexan­
dria. No wonder that the mention of 
the good Bishop’s name should car­
ry my mind back tb that day, ele­
ven years ago, when the first Bishop 
of Alexandria was raised to the 
episcopal ranks. Of those who were 
present on that occasion a very 
great number have departed frozm 
this life, and others are scattered 
over the world. I remember well 
the splendid sermon preached by 
Rev. Dr. Filliatre, and it
strikes me that the late Mgr. Fabre 
was represented there by the pre­
sent Archbishop of Montreal. The 
names of tho priests and of the re­
latives of the newly consecrated 
Bisthop would easily recall the story 
of that grand Catholic settlement of 
Glengarry. I have since come upon 
some notes collected, by a lady, 
from most authentic sources, con­
sisting of a real history of St. 
Raphael’s of Glengarry, and of the 
Catholic Scotch pioneers of that 
region. I intend to draw upon that 
sheaf of notes for my present arti­
cle. I never like to reproduce, even 
in part, the work of another with­
out giving full credit to the original 
author; but in this case I am not 
too certain as to the lady's iden­
tity—I believe her to be the late 
Mrs. Berlinguct (nee Amy P^pe) of 

hree IVvers, sister of Mr. Joseph 
Pope, C.M.G., Undersecretary of 
State. At all events the informa­
tion is exact, and that is the prin­
cipal point.

STURDY AND TRUE.—The Cath­
olic Highlanders of Glengarry are 
all serious and sturdy, standing by 
each other “guaillean ri guail'ean," 
or "shoulder to shoulder" in all dis­
putes. Hospitality is a predominat­
ing characteristic of these High­
landers. While, ns will be seen later 
on, these Scotch Catholics, the de­
scendants of tho Catholic colony 
from Scotland that pitched tents in 
Glengarry a century ago, are very 
friendly and even intimate with 
their Protestant neighbors, still 
they are as determined in their 
Catholicity as in their nationality, 
and the faith that they hold is as 
deeply rooted in their hearts os is 
their love for the land whence they 
spring. It is rare to find one of 
th(»B Scottish children of the Church 
stopping aside from the path of 
Catholicity. But it is with the 
pioneers I have to do this week.

GLENGARRY’S 
There was 
Catholics, 
Glengarry, .

«ight,

REGIMENT. - 
of Scotch 
mmand of 
New Ross.

! the

acres of land to every Highland man 
who should arrive in this province. 
The devoted chaplain gained the 
day, despite untold opposition, and 
in the same year, 1<802, he saw his 
flock Bail for Canada. They settled 
in what is known os Glengarry, 
naming the new homo after their na­
tive glen, and every head of a fam­
ily called his piece of land after the 
farm he had once owned among the 
hills of Inverness shire. Thus it was 
that this large number of Scotch 
Catholics came to establish them­
selves in one of the finest, most fer­
tile, and most charming sections of 
this Dominion. I am necessarily 
obliged to skip all details, ns tho 
space at ray disposal forbids even a 
full account of the general work of 
settling down.

NOT ALL MACS.—I now turn to 
the notes before me : "It must .not 
be thought that all the Catholic Set­
tlers were MacDonalds (or MncDon- 
Donaid's flock) wo find the names 
to the migration,#»! Rev. Dr. Mac- 
Donald:s flack) we find the names 
of Frazer, McLennan, Hay, Rose, 
Glasford and others; among the 
bands of 1786 were Grants, McIn­
tosh cs, McWilliamses, McDougalls, 
McPhees, McGillies, McGillivrays. 
McGuaigs and Campbells. Those of 
1802 were more than half MacDon­
alds. In 1804 Rev. Dr. MacDonald 
followed his people to Canada. He 
proceeded first to visit the Rev. 
Roderick (Rory) MacDonald at tho 
Indian mission of St. Regis, and 
then went to Kingston." The clans­
men of the old regiment especially, 
Fettled at St. Raphael's, Glengarry, 
wanted to have their former chap­
lain appointed parish priest, and to 
have Father Fitzsimmoi s, then past­
or of the parish, removed. Father 
Roderick reasoned with them in 
vain. "At last a sturdy clansman, 
John MacDonald, surnamed ‘Bona­
parte,’ pushed his way from St. 
Raphael’s to Quebec in midwinter, 
1805, and laid his petition before 
Bishop du Plessis, who came to 
Glengarry in the summer of the same 
year, and appointed Dr. MacDonald 
Parish priest of St. Raphael's."

THE "BLUE CHAPEL."— Need­
less to attempt any description of 
the first Benediction of tho Blessed 
Sacrament given by their new— or 
old—pastor in the little Blue Cha­
pel. That edifice was literally pack­
ed on that occasion. It was a 
wooden chapel erected by the first 
settlers, covered with clap-boards 
later on, once painted blue, and at 
the time in question, both too small 
for the congregation and too wea­
ther-beaten to be ornamental. Yet, 
it was a most sacred building in the 
eyes of those Glengarry Scotch 
Catholics. This is the chapel that a 
Highland man described to a travel­
ler, who asked the way to St. 
Raphael's, as "a small black kirk, 
painted blue, with green whitewash 
on the front door in the side of it." 
The description was very exact, al­
though it may appear contradict­
ory. Rev. Dr. MacDonald went 
home to Scotland, in 11*19, to pro­
cure assistance toward the building 
of a larger Church. While there he 
was appointed Bishop of Upper Can­
ada. .He returned in 1820, bringing 
with him a stonemason from Glas­
gow, who set about building the 
present parish Church of St. Ra­
phael’s. I now go back to the notes 
before me.

ant priest of St. Raphael's after 
1812, ns the Bishop was constantly 
travelling. Bishop MacDonald or­
ganized his immense diocese, bought 
land, built convents and churches, 
also founded at St. Raphael’s the 
College of Iona, a portion of which 
was built in 1818 for a public 
school; the western part was added 
for ecclesiastics in 1826. Hero he 
taught himself, aided by professors 
whom he obtained from Montreal. 
Fourteen ecclesiastics were ordained 
from this primitive seat of learning. 
The Bishop’s house, built in 1808, 
is a spacious stone mansion,, cap­
able of accommodating many per­
sons, and fronting on a large gar­
den laid out in 1826 by a gardener, 
whom he brought out from Scot­
land. Tho Bishop seems here to 
have found rest and solace among 
his flowers. He founded the High­
land Society, and encouraged among 
the people the preservation of their 
nationality. In a pastoral still ex­
tant he expresses himself very 
strongly against those radicals who 
aim at the destruction of our holy 
religion,' and tries to inculcate a 
spirit of moderation and gratitude 
to the Government who had certain­
ly befriended them better than had 
their own natural chicftair s ut 
home. When he crossed tlie Atlantic 
n 1819 the Bishop endeavored to 

interest Cardinal Wilde in his Glen­
garry colony, and, it is said, want­
ed him to visit Upper Canada, Ilis 
Eminence being then not even a 
priest, simply a very wealthy wi­
dower. In 1840 tho Venerable Pre­
late went homo to Scotland for the 
laBt time, and visited an old friend, 
Father Gardiner, in Dumfries, in 
whose arms he died. His remains 
were brought to St. Raphael’s, and 
thence removed to Kingston in 
1860. Thus passed away one of the 
grandest men whom God ever sent 
to hew for his people a path through 
the wilderness."

SOME IRISH WRITERS.
[from a regular contributor.)

HIGHLAND LONGEVITY—I still 
quote from the notes. "Among those 
who came out in the ship ‘MacDon­
ald’ were our John Macdonald, of 
the Macdonalds of Loupe, and 
Anna McGillis, his wife, with three 
children. The three multiplied to 
nine before many years past, and 
of these two Sons entered the 
Church; the eldest Aeneas (Angus), 
joined the Sulpicians, and passed 
forty years in the Montreal Semin­
ary. He then retired to Glengarry, 
where he lived to the ago of eighty, 
universally beloved; then returned 
to Montreal to breathe bis last in 
the Seminary of St. Sulpice, a 
kinsman of his exhorting him in his 
own native tongue. Two brothers 
and two sisters died, aged respect­
ively, ninety-eight, eighty-two, sev­
enty-three, and sixty-seven years ; 
there are now living in Cornwall 
(in 1882) two brothers and ono ss- 
ter, aged eighty-eight, eighty-one 
and seventy-eight years. (All of 
whom are now dead—1001). The 
second son, John, studied for the 
priesthood, and soon after his or­
dination was an assistant at St. 
Raphael's; thence ho was removed to 
Perth, where he suffered many hard­
ships for ten years. He was Vicar- 
General of Kingston and parish 
priest of St. Raphael’s for many 
years, and died at Lancaster on the 
16th March, 1879, in the ninety- 
seventh year of his age."

MACDONALD.
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A SCOTCH ANECDOTE.— If the 
readers are not fatigued with tlie 
subject I will now crave permission 
to continue it in the noxt issue. It 
would take several months to deal 
with the various Scotch Catholic 
settlements in Canada, and to tell 
of all that Highland energy has 
done for Catholicity in this Domi­
nion. I have not even properly 
commenced to treat of one parish 
alone. But before Hosing I will re­
produce an authentic and very char­
acteristic Story in connection with 
Father John MacDonald. He was a 
very determined man; and he “hand­
led his congregation without 
gloves." If any unlucky fellow in­
curred his displeasure he was piti­
lessly and publicly rebuked. Accord­
ing to ancient .Scotch custom the 
priest was never called "Father; " 
hence Father John was always call­
ed "Maister Ian." 1 There was a 
stern authority on tho port of the 
"Maister," and an exemplary sub­
mission on the part of the flock ;
.vet, there was a kind of familiarity 
between them that could not exist 
amongst any other people and their 
clergy. Here is an instance: Father 
John was in a towering rage one 
day on account of some misdeed 
done by a parishioner. Sunday Came; 
the congregation was at Mass; the 
priest came to the Communion Tail 
to preach, and he thus began:
"John Roy MacDonald leave this 
Church." Dead silence. "John Roy 
MacDonald; I say leave this 
Church." John Roy MacDonald 
rises and goes slowly and solemnly 
out, stn ping carefully over the f«r- 
apurt logs that did duty for a floor.
Father John proceeds with his ser­
mon, when creak, creak, creak, back 
over the logs coroes John Roy Mac­
Donald, and calmly resumes his 
seat. "John Roy MacDonald, did I iginator 
not toll you to leave this Church?"

Under this heading we find a some­
what lengthy article in a receut 
number of the "Providence Visitor." 
While ye fully appreciate the writ­
er's aim and sympathize with his 
desire to make known more gener­
ally the men whot-e pens have 
achieved so much for Ireland, we 
cannot but feel that there were 
those who deserved more praise for 
their labor in the cause of Ire­
land's literature than the few men­
tioned in that sketch. Taking the 
following paragraph we can form 
an estimate of the whole article.

“These three men, Lever, Lover 
and Carleton, now remembered 
chiefly as the authors of * Charles 
O'Malley,' ’Handy Andy' and ’Traits 
and Stories of the Irish Peasantry,' 
were the giants of their era, and 
their influence can bo plainly dis­
cerned in the literature of to-day. 
I.ever and Lover furnished us with 
the conventional Irishman—tho au­
thor of a hundred witty sayings, 
tho blundering hero of a hundred es­
capades, the dashing dare-devil who 
still figures on the stage, and is not 
unknown id literature, though one 
may seek vainly for him in real life. 
To Carleton limy be traced all that 
has been written soberly concerning 
tho Irish peasantry, from Mrs 
Hall's ‘Sketches of Irish Character' 
down to Jane Barlow's * Irish 
Idylls’ and Katerine Tynan’s Isle in 
the Water.' "

It is exactly here that we have to 
differ from the writer in his estim­
ate of the works* and effects of the 
works of these three. Lever and 
Lover have, as is truthfully said,

furnished us with tho conventional 
Irishman * » * who slid figures on 
tho stage." This is exactly the 
fault we have to find with both 
Lever and Lover. Micky Free, Dar­
by the Blast, or llandy Andy hav<* 
given birth to thousands of like 
characters, stage Irishmen, vile 
caricatures of the race, and it is 
against the very effects or conse­
quences of their works, in this di­
rection, that a veritable crueude- 
had to be undertaken, in order to 
clear the Irish people of tho misre­
presentation and tho abusive ridi­
cule that have been heaped upon 
them during the past sixty years. It 
was exactly these works of Lever 
and Lover and the feel 1er efforts of 

. their imitators that created amongst 
"the lords of human kind " what 
Phillips styled “a prejudice against 
my native land, predominant above 
every other feeling,— inveterate ns 
ignorance éîould generate, and mon­
strous as credulity could feed. Was 
there an absurdity uttered — it was 
Irish! Was there a crime committed 
—it w-ns Irish! Was there n freak at. 
which folly would blush — a frolic 
which levity would disown—a cruel­
ty at which barbarism would shud­
der — none could hatch or harbor 
them bi t nn Irishman. Ireland be- 
came_ the ribald’s jest and the mi­
ser’s profit—tho Painter sold her in 
caricature, the Ballad-singer chant­
ed her in burlesque, and tho pliant 
Senator eked out his stupid hour 
with the plagiarism of her slander!"

'Ye*. Maister Ian, 
for to go r-* -• 
plea®

[ will be 
’ for to

As far as Carleton'a works arc 
concerned, they have done more than 
the productions of any other writer 
to bring ridicule upon the Irish 
character, and to lower the I?ish 
peasant in the estimation of all who 
are not conversant with true Irish 
characteristics. Jn fact, he furnished 
a whip to the bitterest of Ireland's 
enemies wherewith they have 1 ashed 
und scourged the race, even upon 
the freedom-haunted soil of the new 
world. His “Traits and Stories of 
the Irish Peasantry" are to-day 
very happily forgotten by the vast 
bulk of the reading world. Not 
many weeks ago wc had occasion to 
read a work, in two volumes, en­
titled "Rambles in the South of 
Ireland, during the year ^838, by 
Lady Chatterton," and we felt pro­
portionately grateful to that gifted 
lady for the truthful and beautifully 
touching manner in which she brings 
out the true "traits" of tho Irish 
peasantry. What a contrast with 
the nativo-bom and admittedly tal­
ented Carleton? Who that has read 
Willis’ «Tcncilings by the Way 
Side," has not been struck by the 
higher standpoint from which that 
able essayist deals with the same 
Irish peasantry? It seems to have 
been reserved fdr Carleton to place 
before the world, in the clown's 
garb of ridicule, the very peasant 
race from which he sprang; equally 
has he had the unenviable distinc­
tion of being the most effective or- 
'1* of a species of ridicule
which the bigot loves to cast
the very priesthood to the i 
which Carleton once 
cannot agree, no matter 
the talents or how 
success of the 1 
whose production 
way, served to inji
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