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Francisco. And now, Barb'ry Aleshine, are yon sure you've throwed It oat ; but the other had baked beans in It. and the 
got everythin’ you want, for It'U be no use thinkin’ about beet thing we can do le to eat some of theee right away, 
anythin’ you've forgot after the ship has sunk out of sight,* They are mighty nourish In’, and will keep up strength as well 

“There's nothin' else I can think of." said Mrs. Aleshine ; as anythin’, and then, as you said there’s a keg of water In 
“at least, nothin’I can carry, and so I suppose we may as th« boat, we can all take a drink of that, and itll make os feel 
well begin, for your talk of the ship stokin’ under our feet like new oretur’s. You’ll have to take the beans In your 
gives me a sort o’ feelto’ like an oyster oreepln’ up and down hands, for we’ve got no spoons nor forks.” 
my back." Mrs. Leeks and Mrs. Aleshine were each curled up out of

Mrs. Leeks looked over the side at the boat, into which I reach of the water, the first In the stern, and the other In the 
had already descended. ’TU go first, Barb'ry Aleshine," said aft thwart. The day was now beginning to break, and we 
she, “and show yon how." could see about us very distinctly. Before reaching

saying, she stepped on a bench by the rail ; then, with hands to receive her beans, Mrs Aleehine washed 
one foot on the rail itself, she seised the ropes which hung the water In the boat, remarking at the same time that she 
from one of the davits to the bow of the boat She looked might as well make use of it, since it was three. Having then

SÏbÎi wTmy^beans Iagreed with myoornpZafons^at'luUiough 
toey hZTb^TS^atdSia to>Uerif°heated up with
butter, pepper, and salt, they were very comforting as they
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down for a moment, and then she drew back.
“It’s no use," she said. “We must wait until she sinks

I did DM kMW ,t
what moment there might be a rush for this boat, nor when. 
Indeed, the steamer might go down. Standing upright, I 
urged them not to delay.

“You see,” said I, “loan reach you as soon as you swing 
yourself off the ropes, and I'll help you dowh.”

“If you’re sure you can keep us from cornin’ down too 
sudden, well try it,” said Mrs. Leoks, “but I’d as soon be 
drowned as to get to an Island with a broken leg. And as to 
Mrs. Aleshine,If she was to slip she’d go slam through the* 
boat to the bottom of the sea. Now, then, be ready ! I’m 
cornin’ down I"

So saying, she swung herself off and she was then so 
that! was able to seise her and make the rest of 
cent comparatively easy, Mrs. Aleshine proved to he a 

more dlfflcuttsulnect. Even after I had a firm grasp of her 
capacious waist *he refused to let go the ropes, for tear that 

Into the ocean Instead of the boat. But the 
Looks and the downward weight of myself 

her nervous grip, and, although w 
overboard together, I safely placed

from the stern: but before

the CASTING AWAY OF MRS. LECKS 
AND MRS. ALESHINE.

Pabt L
I was on my way from San Francisco to Yokohoma, when 

acquainted with Mrs. Leoks and Mrs. Aleehine. 
carried a fair complement of Americans ; and, 

_ these, my attention was attracted from the very first 
day of the voyage to two middle-aged women who appeared 
to me very unlike the ordinary traveler or tourist. The, 
were not of that order of persona who generally take first- 
dam passages on steamships; but the stateroom occupied by 
Urs. Leek and Mrs. Aleehine was one of the beet in the vessel.

Mrs. Leeks was a rather tall woman, large-boned and 
muscular. Mrs. Aleehine was somewhat younger than her 
friend, somewhat shorter, and a great deal fatter.

two worthy dames spent the greater part of their 
time on deck, where they always sat together In a place at 
the stern of the vessel which was well sheltered from wind 
and weather. From a question which Mrs. Leoks once asked 
me about a distant sail, our acquaintance began. There was 
no one on hoard for whose society I particularly cored, and I

by an occasional
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finger from the bottom of the seat,” 
Leeks, who had been stooping over to measure,
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Each of us now buckled on a life-preserver, and as I 

I stood up upon a thwart and looked about ma It

aeiasHms*sar-, just on the edge of our near borison. 
!"I thought; “and ha* she not yet sunk 1”
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made her
very near going overboard together, I safely placed 
one of the thwarts.

I now unhooked the tackle from the stern : but 
casting off at the bow, I hesitated, for I did not wish to 
any of those who might be expecting to embark 
I called out, and, receiving no answer, I shouted 
top of my voloa I 
nothing and seeing 
was left

“They are 
as fast as we can.

sawAs rose ;f the water^*Attotot
£ twasto this boat. If had

itog nothing, I became convinced that no one
aU°pone,” said L " and we will pull after them

— “It's * good thing you can row," said Mrs. Leeks, settling 
herself comfortably in the stern-sheets, “for what Mrs. Ale- 
shine and me would ha' done with them oars, I am sure I 
don’t know.**

" I’d never have got Into this boat," said Mrs. Aleshine, 
“If Mr. Craig hadn’t been here."

“ No, indeed," replied her friend. “You’d ha’gone to the 
bottomTnangto* for dear life to them ropes.”

When I had rounded the bow of the steamer, which 
appeared to me to be rapidly settling to the water, I perceived 
at no great distance several lights which of course belonged 
to the other boats, and all I had to do was to overtake them as 
soon as possible. I thought It would not take me very long 
to do thtoTbut, after rowing for half on hour. Mrs. Aleehine

W*BIthwa8^otPveryiong*aftwtt^tthat Mr«. Leoks arid that 
she thought that the light* on the other boats must be Bring 
out, and that this, most probably, was due tothe fact that the 
sailors had forgotten to mi their lanterns before they started. 
“That sort of thing often happens," she said, “when people
leeBa<tPwhen11 turned around, and peered over the dark 
waters, it was quite plain to me that It was nri want of oil. 
but increased distance, which made those lights «> dim. I 
had been used to rowing, and thought I pulled a good oar, and 
I certainly did not expect to be leftnehind to this way.

“ I don't believe this boat has been emptied out since toe 
last rain," said Mrs. Aleehine, “for my feet are wet, though I 
didn’t notice It before." __
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other reason, her 
could get back t

was glad to vary my solitary
chat with them^ Thcyjvete not at all backward ln^vtog^^
IftaAtoektoe was going ousjoJaiwn to visit ason^wjhShad

i accompanying 
not »Uow Mrs. 

voyage as that by herself ; and because, being quite able to do 
so: she did not know why she should not see the world as well

E on the were we *•• m
mMüH;

Cr.i8r.__ don’t you suppose we can float ourselves to it In some 
WSŸrepB0d that by the hripof aUtepreeerver a

vsirjR- -u s».
we’ve lived where the water wa* never morejn a foot deep, 
except in time of freshets, when there’s no awlmmlri for man

bW^51rtght,n remarked Mrs. Leoks; "we’d better all stand 
up. and let the boat rink under us. That will save our jumpin’ 
overboard, or rollin’ out any which way, which might be 
awkward.”

“Goodness

m » position 
children,weal her friend because, as she 

Aleshine to make such a :she would
>iy.

___ touched at toe Sandwich Islands ; and It was
a Utile more than two days after we left Honolulu that, about 
nine o'clock to the evening, we had toe misfortune to come 
Into collision with an eastern-bound vessel, which struck us 
with great foroe near our bows, and then backing disappeared 
tntn tlw» foer and we never saw or heard of her Theinto toe *^|Fat first reported to be slight ; but

discovered that our Injuries were serious, and
ime In at a most

r m Our
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Indeed disastrous. The hull of our 
shattered on toe port bow, and toe water 
«i«w»ii,r rate. For nearly two hours toe crew and many of

midnight the captain announced that ft was Impossible to 
keep toe steamer afloat, and that we must all take to toe 
boots. The night was now dear, the stare were bright, and, 
as there was but little wind, toe sea was comparatively 
smooth. With all theee advantages, the captain assured us 
that there was no reason to apprehend danger, and he t bought 
that by noon of toe following day we oould easily make a 
email inhabited Island, where we could be sheltered and cared 
tor until we should be token off by some passing 

1 The first officer came among us, and told each of us what 
boats we were to take, and where we were to place ourselves 
on deck. I was assigned to a large boat which was to be 
principally occupied by steerage passengers ; and as I came up 
from my stateroom, where I had gone to secure my money 
and some portable valuables, I met on the companion-way 
Mrs. Leoks and Mrs. Aleshine, who expressed considerable 
dissatisfaction when they found that I was not going In the 
boat with them. They, however, hurried below, and ! went 
on deck, where to about ten minutes I was joined by .Mrs.
Leeks, who apparently had been looking for 
she had something very particular to say to me 
ducted me towards toe stern of toe vessel, where, behind one 
of the deck-houses, we found Mrs. Aleshine. „

“Look here,” said Mrs. Leek*, leading me to toe rati and 
pointing downward, “do you see that boat there ! It has been 
let down, and there Is nobody in 1L The boat on the other 
side has just gone off, full to toe brim. The other ones will 
bejust as packed, I expect. I don’t see why we shouldn’t take 
this empty boat, now we've got a chance, instead of squeesto’ 
ourselves Into those crowded ones.”

“ That’s so." said Mrs. Aleshine. “and me and Mrs. Leeks 
would ’a’ got right in when we saw the boat was empty, if we 
hadn’t been afraid to be there without any man. for it might 
have floated off, and neither of us don’t know nothin about 
rowin’. And then Mrs. Leoks thought you would know how
40 “Oh, yes," said L “but I can not imagine why this boat 
should have been left empty. I see a keg of water in it, and can 
toe oars, rod some tin cans, and so I suppose it has been made 
ready for somebody. Will you wait here a minute until I run 
forward and see how things are going on there?"

I found that there was to be rather more crowding than at 
first was expected. People who had supposed that they 
to go to a certain boat found there no place, and were h 
tog to other boats. It now became plain to me that no time 
should be lost in getting into the small boat which Mrs. Leoks 
had pointed out, and which was probably reserved for 
favored persons, so I slipped quietly aft, and îotoed Mrs.
Leeks and Mrs. Aleehine. „ .... . _ .

“ We must get In as soon as we can," said I to a low voice,
“for this boat may be discovered, and then there will be a 
rush for it. I suspect it may have been reserved tor the 
cipttin and soma of the officers, but we have as much right 
if, ^ they ”

“And more too," replied Mrs. Leeks ; for we had nothin’ 
to do with the steerin’and smaahin’.** IM .. -,

"But how are we goin’ to get down there! said Mrs. 
Aleshine. "There’s no steps.” „ ,, -, ,

“ That’s going to be a scratchy business, said Mre. Leoks. 
and I’m of the opinion we ought to wait tfflthe ship has
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me, till we’ve got where we can make an easy jump !

these life-preservers. Two of them I brought from Mrs. Aie 
shine’s ana ray cabin, and the other one I got nextSxrkXss ssi KSttSJss. Ml
us a chance to look about us ; but it seems to me we 11 neea em 
more gettin’ down them rones than anywhere else. 1 cua 
intend puttin’ on two myself to make up for Mrs. Aleshine s 
fat; but. you must wear one of ’em, sir, now that you are
801 AsI^ne^thS^wo life-preservers would not beneededby 
Mrs. Leeks, and would greatly Inconvenience ber. I acceptea 
the one offered me, but declined to put it on until it should be

s sain gettin’ down without it. But Mrs. Aleshine and me 
put ours on before we begin sailor-soramblin. We know n 
to do it, for we tried 'em on soon after we started from
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found to be nnaeaworthy, and its use had been forbidden, all 
^e5AwS^MXMeo^Pmdfic Ocean,

LthJrS^ wJbSS ^riong

80 8“An5 that Is why," said Mis. Aleshine, “it was left empty. 
We ought to have known better than to expect to have a 
whole boat just tor three of us. It would have been much 
more sensible, I think. If we had tried to squeese Into one of
the“°No'^‘Barb’ry Aleehine,” said Mrs. Locks, “don’t yon 
begin flndlri fault with gond tort””*, whentt «wmes to you. 
Here we’ve got a oomtortable boat,
easy and stretch out if we want to. If the water ieoomin in,sr“We must bail her out, and lose no time about it, said I.
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appeared to rise

fdTnjpm meehe Tbat’was much'more
suddfet than I thought It was going to he 1 *

«fî.JSa.l^-ISÎSÎ’M». Aleehine, “but I ..re, 
thought that n person with a life-preserver on would go dean

“ But\toce*yiro’re come up again, you ought to be entio- 
fled," said Mrs. Leoks. “And new," she added, turetog her 
face towards me. “which way ought we to tty to ewiml and 
have we got everythin’ we went to take with us t

“What we haven’t got we can’t get," remarked Mrs. Ale- 
shine: “and as tor swimmln,’ I expect I*m grin
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" If I do It at all," she said, “ I must do It to myownway

St “Oapltal"" ?«ied.*S“^reu do that admirably!"
"Anybody who's swept a* manyreem* ae I have, "b" 

~IA “ought to be able to handle anythin’ that can be used 
like n broom." . , ...

“Isn’t there another ear I" eried Mrs. Leeks, who bed 
now been left a little distance behind ue. “If there Is, I 
want one."

Looking shout, me, I soon dleoorered another floating osr,

!S!“hS"TIhem’ hld’bewn "oMIg^ to*■*** .«In tto'JrdV 

nary wav, I fear they would have had a bad time of it. but, 
considering the Implement In the ‘t*1**; Jj3 "m
Immediately became familiar to them, and they got on 
remarkably writ

to mo,take on a newspaper
thei8^uÏÏèd up toe movable floor and threw It overboard, and 
the“Itoought,"lseid Mrs. Aleshine, “that they always had

two more valuable assistants to the balling of a boat than Mre.
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,u at all. Why should we wish to lengthen our Uvea by 
a few hours of helpless floating upon the ocean ?

“ Verv good.” said Mrs. Leeks ; 111 keep a watch on the
water. One of them cans was filled with lobster, which 
would be more than likely to disagree with us, and Ive
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