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Cutting Off the Military Heel.
exploding some old
in the past that nothing Hut vears
of training could make really dependable g)Hldjers,
territorials,
cruits with a few months hard training have faced
the finest of Germany's super-trained arnied

and have routed the very flower of Prussia’s guard

abhorring war, make
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freedom and freedom once enjoyed fights autocracy
with a vengeance which no army, no matter how
well trained, can hold in check. This is a war of
mechanisims. All the machinery which human
ingenuity can muster for destroying life is in use,
and yet behind it all must be the cause, the duty
and the man. Canadian troops, all the troops in
the Allies’ lines believe they are fighting for the
right, and that it is their duty to fight. The
rest comes easy. They are men who have enjoyed
freedom and peace, and they wish to cut off and
cast away forever the military heel which has
seeked to crush Kurope and the world under its
crunching, grinding, autocratic load. s

THE HORSE.

Retention of the Meconium or
Constipation in Foals.

Retention of the meconium in foals is probably
responsible for more fatalities than any other abl-
normal condition. During foetal life the liver of
the foetus secretes a little bile. This becomes
inspissated in the small intestines and formed
linto balls, almost black in color, of a gummy,
sticky nature and of various sizes and is called
meconium. At birth a considerable quantity of
this material exists, most of it in the recium and
floating colon and under normal conditions its
expulsion commences soon after birth and con-
tinues at intervals until it is all expelled which is
usually in about 24 hours. after which the faecal
matter s yellow. The passage of yellow excreo-
ment indicates that the meconium has bezn all
voided and that now passing is the excreta from
nourishment taken after birth. While retention
of the meconium may occur under any and all
sanitary conditions it is more frequently observed
in parly foals, whose dams have been fed on dry
fodder and have had little exercise during the
winter. The foals of mares that have had rerular
exercise or light work during the winter and been
fed on soft, laxative, easily-digested food do not
so freguently suffer, hut the condition 1s liable to
occur even under these circumstances, and is not
unknown in late foals, whose dams have been on
grass for a greater or less length of time before
parturition. Again, the condition is very liable
to occur in foals of dams from which milk has
been escaping for some time hefore parturition
The first milk or fluid that escapes from the
mammae of a female after or shortly preceding
parturition is of a different character, both as to
appearance and constituents, from real milk. It
is of a clear, viscid nature and of an oily
appearance. It contains more constituents of a
laxative nature than milk does. Its function is
to nourish the young animal and at the same
time exert a slightly laxative action upon the
bowels. It is called “‘colostrum™ and if, from
any cause the young animal is deprived of it
there is a greater danger of retention of the
meconium than under other conditions. At the
same time it must not he considered necessary, or
even desirable to substitute purcatives when the
colostrum is ahsent. The administration of
purgatives in such cases, (unless in very small
doses) usually complicates matters ond renders
incurable a conditicn that in all probability could
have heen successfully treated. “The meconium, as
stated, exists in lumns of a tough gummy mnature
of "about the consistence of putty. In the
m~aiority of cases where it is not spontaneously
passed, these lumos, with which the rectum is
full are so large that the little animal has not
suff’cient expulsive power to force then through

the anus. In such cases 4t is 'obvious that
purcatives are harmful, as they act upon and
fluidify- the contents of the anterior intestines,

increase the hackward action (called peristaltfic
action) of the same, hut have no action unon. the
contents of the rectum. We can readily see how
this. hyv increasine the action of the anterior in-
testine without removiing the obstruction to the
escape of faeces from the rectum will increase
distress and lessen the hope of succes<ful treat-
ment.  Tlence we should he very careful ahout
dosine the foal with pureatives or lavatives, hut
depend lareelvy upon mechanical treatment.
SYMPTOMS . —The symptoms are plain. The
foal arches his back, clovates his tail and makes
ineflectual efforts to defecate At first the dis-
tress 18 not great, hut as tine goes on these in-
effectual  attempts  hecome more fre juent and
longer con'finted ;' he bhocomes restless, rolls  on
his hack, takes  1itile nourishn'ent, hecomes
tucked up in the flanks, egrinds his te:th, hecomes
weaker  and weaker, suflers intense abdominal
pain, looks around at his side gnd eventually dies.
TREATMENT. —As  stated, purgatives should
seldom he piven When the first symptoms are
shown the attendant should trim the nail of his
fore finger, oil it, get an assistant to hold  the
foal and then introduce the finger carefully into
the rectum and remove all the lumps that he can
recach.  In the meantime the foal makes expulsive

—be given, except in very small doses,
hora is very easily excited and ver

operation, if carefully performed,
irr.tate or scarify the parts do°s not
foal in the least, and 'in
less exertion, and while in many cases it is not
n:cessary, it is better to be on the saf
anticipate trouble, rather than wait
symptoms. The lives of many foals

saved if this precaution were taken early.
should bLe carefully watched lin this l‘(xspéct until
the faeces passed are of a yellowish color, after
which there is little danger of constipation if the
mare be properly fed. WHIP.
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efforts and as the meconium is removeqd from
rectum a fresh supply is forced into it ang ittl‘le
not unusual for the operator to remove g pint -
more. This should be followed by the ml}ect.or
into the rectum of a liberal supply of soamywlou
water or warm water and raw linseed oj] or a{‘m
cerine in equal quantities. In the courge of t -
to three hours the operation shoulq be repea:zg
and every few hours afterwards until the faeces
become yellow. So long as the Mmeconium regel,
the roctum and can be removed by thg finger ::
by the use of a doubled wire it is not wise to piv,
any medicines whatever hy the mouth, put vfhes
this is not the case it is well to give 1 to 9y
of castor or raw linseed oil, the former I)referred.
but in no case should drastic burgatives—ag aloes;
a9 digrs.
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The Effect of War on Breeds of
Horses.

Since the days of early history accounts of

horses and their servlices during war have come
down to us
been high. and ro doubt it will be during the
[ resent contlict,
ment has taxen steps in advance of all previous
campaigns to conserve the wounded animals, and
through skilful surgery return them if possible to
service.

In many battles the mortality has

However, the British Govern-

If a wounded horse is not likely to re-

cover in time to be of any use it is dlispatched at
once, but the equipment and service for treating
horses is so far in advance of previous operations
that no doubt many horses will be spared that
would otherwise have perished.
valuable adiunct of the army, and in spite of the
fact that motor power has bheea wonderfully de-
veloped the horse is still required. ' Apart from the
immediate service of the horse during war time
it has had a wonderful influence in the making
and building up of most Ireeds consequent to in-
vading armics, and the breeding animals which
remain after the conquest.

Horses are a

Most of the belligerent countries have a type

of horse characteristic of their nation, and the ma-
jority of these breeds have bLeen influenced by the
horses of invading armies, or by the influences of
the operations of war itse!f.

As early as 1522 the 'T'urks invaded tHungary,

five hundred thousand strong, which number, S0
history says, included three hundred thousand

horsemen. The Mohammedans were defeated and
driven from the country, but they left Lehlind &
great number of their horses. Since that time

the Arab horse has been bred largely in Hungary.
The Master of the Horse in the Army was a
Bedouin of the desert, thoroughly familiar with
the breed, and his duty was to select the best
stallions for the Royal studs. In addition to the
Royal studs ITungary boasted of one hundred and
fifty private studs in which were to be found five
thousand Arab mares of purest blood.

The Saracen invasion of France in the early

part of the eighth century has been held account-
able-for a large number of Arab and Barh horses
Ieft in that country.
the Ilast, and were no doubt crosscd on the horses
of La DPerche and infuenced to some extent the
make-up and character of the modern Percheron.

They probably came from

The history of the Shire horse of England

traces back into the days of the Roman conquest
and almost prehistoric times. -
no direct information about any influynCes 0:{
foreign horses, yet the general military ‘P‘“t~09
Fngland during the development of the Sh‘;
horse is responsible to a certain extent for 'It"hg
size and character of the great cart hu.rse.
Shire was developing during the period
armor was worn, and it was necessary that t
horse be of good size and be able easily to bea
a heavy weight in the saddle. ! 091
century in Iingland a man's armor weighed 2('2)
ls.. the horse’s armor 81 Ibs., and the spear
Ils.. a total of approximately 200
ficures are according to a dight
oflicial’s report, and adding to them the welg
of a man the horse had to support nearly iR
's.  This no doubt had considerahle influenced
the development of the Shi-e hors:
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