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Sunday School

The Cradle Roll

BY REV. 8. HOWARD, B.D,

The Cradle Roll Department is proving
a great success in the Portland Street
Methodist Church, 8t, John, N.B. It has
now an enrolment of one hundred and
twenty. It was organized in January,
1903, with Mrs. R. A. Sinclair as super-
intendent. To her tact and untiring
efforts the splendid results achieved are
principally due. She has planned and
conducted an annual social gathering,
which some call a “reception” for the
mothers and members of the Cradle Roll
Department. Others nrefer to call it a
Cradle Roll “ At-Home.' It has certainly
done much to enlist the interest of many
parents in her work.

The first “ At-Home " was held in the
school-room of the church from 3 to 6§
p.m., October 27th, 1904, By a personal
visit the superintendent invited to
this gathering every mother who had
a member of her family on the Cradle
Roll. Of course, the bables of the Roll
were also invited! To this invitation
there was a very general response. At
the second reception, held October 24th,
1905, only two or three families were un-
represented. One hundred babies, from
three years old and under, were present.
Some of these were literally “infants of
days.”

While much labor is involved in pre-
paring for this reception, the programme
itgelf is a very simple one. There is
nothing formal about it—just a glad,
social time is spent. The mothers have
a grand opportunity to compare babies,
ete, The little tots seem the happiest of
all. Light refreshments are served and
some bright music furnished—all in a
“free and easy' way. One delightful
feature of the “ At-Home" is the pres-
ence of ladies of the congregation, who
come largely for the purpose of helping
the weary mothers to take care of the
babies. To many of those mothers it s
the brightest social event of the year,
and they look forward to it with keen
expectation.

The personal visits of the superintend-
ent to the homes of the children do much
to awaken and sustain interest in her
department. During those visits she dis-
tributes neat cards to indicate birthdays
or promotion. New members are being
steadily added to a roll already large.
Every year a number graduate into the
primary department of the school. This
means a great deal of work for the super-
intendent, but she keeps cheerfully * peg-
ging away.”

There are sceptics abroad in the land
who still ask, *“ What is the good of it
all 7" To which a truly apostolic reply
may be given, “ Much every way.” It will
readily be seen that an efficient Cradle
Roll superintendent helps the pastor in
his work very much. To some extent she
acts the part of a deaconess, This is
especially true in cases of sickness. When
he goes to the home where a little one is
sick, he often finds that the Cradle Roll
superintendent has been there before
him. Not unfrequently, too, she brings
him the news of sickness, or something
worse than sickness, in some home. It
is not difficult to understand how much
this means to the pastor, and to the
church as well.

Properly operated, the Cradle Roll De-
partment assists in keeping the parents
in touch and sympathy with the Sunday-
school. The parents naturally encourage
their children to graduate from the
Cradle Roll Department into the regular
sessions of the school. This is only what
we might expect. It is actually what has
happened in the Portland Street school.

Since inangurating the Cradle Roll there
has been a very perceptible increase in
the numbers attending the Sunday-school,
not only in the beginner’s class, but also
in some of the wore advanced grades.
It is written, " A little child shall lead
them." We may well believe that the
good influence of the Cradle Roll, through
its members and faithful workers, upon
the homes represented therein, is not the
least among the many desirable results
produced.

The Cradle Roll is no longer in the
experimental stage. Those Sunday-
schools which are zealously and intelll-
gently working it are finding it an un.
qualified success in achieving the purpose
for which it was instituted. The testi-
mony of the Portland Street school is
only one of many given to thig fact. This
school further testifies that, in the devel-
opment of its work, the Cradle Roll “ At
Home " has proved a valuable factor.

St. John, N.B.

The International Lessons
for 1906 and Teacher-
Training

The Teacher Training Committee of the
Ontario Sunday-school Association desire
to call the attention of Sunday-school
workers throughout the province to the
fact that there is especial opportunity for
teacher-training in connection with the
International Lessons for 1906, The les-
sons for the current year are on the life
of Christ, based on the Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark and John. The committee
suggest that one or more of the Bible
Classes in each Sunday-school make a
systematic study of the life of Christ for
the first three or six months, using some
suitable text-book as a basis. The latter
part of the year could be devoted to a
study of the remaining lessons of the
International System. This would pro-
vide a general outline study for the first
part of the year, and detailed study of
parts of Christ’s life for the balance of
the year. Suitable texts would be : Fal-
coner and Ballantyne, “The Life and
Times of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 10
cents ; Sell, “ Bible Studies in the Life of
Christ,” 25 cents ; Bosworth, “ Studies in
the Life of Christ,” 60 cents. The Ontario
Sunday-school Association will give an
examination on any of these text-books
whenever a class is ready, nnd it would
count as eq to New T
outlines for the Tcacher Training
Diploma. Write for any further informa-
tion, and kindly report organization of
class, to the Teacher Training Secretary,
E. A, Hardy, Confederation Life Build-
ing, Toronto,

Capturing a Whole Depart-
ment

There are communities where a change
in the time of holding the Sunday-school
session has been known to work wonders
in emptying the homes into the Sunday-
school. Here is an instance, The Rev,
W. T. Dorward, pastor of the Stelton,
New Jersey, Baptist Church, one Sunday
morning announced that the Sunday-
school would be held immediately at the
close of the morning preaching service in-
stead of at the usual hour in the after-
noon. “This will be tried for a few
weeks,” sald he, “as an experiment.”
So well did it work that at the close of a
month’s trial it was arranged to perman-
ently meet at the close of the morning
preaching service. When that announce-
ment was made, the superintendent of
the Home Department approached the
pastor with consternation depicted on her
countenance,

“ Pastor, what is to become of the
Home Department ?"

\
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b { hat is the matter with it ?"

“ Why," said she, “ all but two of them
have joined the school, and the two who
have not are invalids.”

This worker did not realize that so well
had her Home Department accomplished
its purpose that the highest aim had been
reached,—so deeply Interesting its mem-
bers in the study of the Seriptures that
they will attend the sessions of the
school.—A New Jersey Pastor.

Pledge Signing Campaign

At the temperance meeting held by the
members of the Durham, Ont., League on
Tuesday evening, two pledges were pre-
sented; the first against alcohol, tobacco,
and impure speech, the second against
alcohol only; we were much encouraged
when seventeeen names were written un-
derneath the triple pledge, and twelve sig-
natures followed the promise not to use
alcoholic drinks. In our Sunday School
the pledge book has been used, but it
has never been used in our League before,
80 we have reason to be glad that God
has sealed the first effort made in a prac-
tical manner.

Pledge Signing

The “World's Temperance Sunday "
was strictly and duly observed in the
School at Port Hope, and indeed we should
have been surprised had it been otherwise,
knowing the persistency and zeal of the
Superintendent and his helpers in dealing
with the rum question. Although pledge-
signing is an all-the-year-around subject
here, it was made a special work on Sun-
day, and the signatures received, together
with the names pledged during the year,
total about 300,

Manual Methods in the
Sunday-School

“ Manual Methods of Sunday-school
Teaching,” by Richard Morse Hodge,
D.D,, is a little book devoted to a feature
of Sunday-school instruction which is
quite new, but will be found to be in-
tensely interesting and impressive, espe-
clally with young scholars. It explains
the uses that can be made of the sand
table, and tells how maps may be con-
structed by the scholars themselves. The
price 18 35 cents, and it can be procured
from the Woman's Missionary Soclety,
Room 20, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

A Unique Map

" The Slated Relief Map of the Holy
Land " is an outline of Palestine printed
on a blackboard surface, so that cities,
villages, mountains, etc.,, can be marked
by chalk, and the journeys of our Lord
traced, so that the map can really be
made in the presence of the Sunday-
school class. It is a most excellent
device, which might be used to fine ad-
vantage in securing the attention of
scholars and impressing geographical and
historical facts. It is published by The
Slated Relief Map Co., of Toronto,

0, the little birds sang east,

And the little birds sang west,

And I said in underhreath

All our life is mixed with death,

And who knoweth which is hest »

0, the little birds sang east,

And the little birds sang west,

And I smiled to think God’s greatness
Flowed around our incompleteness—
Round our restlessness, His rest,

—E. B. Browning,




