
131THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.June, 1910—8

allty that mighty deeds for Qod can be achieved 
the world before the march of the Conquering

llviiig persona 
In subduing 
Christ. Wit

The Excuse Habit
h the Bishop of Exeter, we say:iheir inabiWhy do so many nominal Christians lament 

to do work for Cod? We have often heard young peopn 
say that thev would like to do so-and-so ” if " such-and
such were the case, or the> really would, • but."------ Oh.
those " Ifs " and “ buts,” what sorry excuses they are! 
You will never '>e really useful unless you exercise 
ever ability you have, despite all the " ifs " and " buts 
the world. And, after all, most of these are only 
ary. Sometimes, we fear, they are the creations of 
wilful caprice that seeks some extenuating circumsta 
an Inward spirit of Indolence. Even supposing th
reat hindrances In the way of one's service, what 
Shall we cringe or falter or lose heart? None wh 
accomplished anything for God was thus cowardly. I 
loiterers always seek excuse, the truly loyal never apologize. 
What you can do. do, and in the very doing of it, add

to do more will be gained. Our Master has always 
willing weak ones to do great things, and from 

gly Incompetent nobod les He raises up mighty so 
to do exploits. Not one reader of these words is so w-. 
but he may become a harvester of souls.
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The Call for Menthe
ngl It is no new call. And it will never be an old 

one. The needs of each succeeding generatl 
never be met without the living active agent. The work of 
God has ever needed, and shall ever need, nun. The de
mands of the church, as Its operations extend and It* 

ivities are multiplied, are the same to-day as a hundred 
years ago. When William Case, in 1808, was opening up 

_the Western work of Methodism in this country, he wrote 
'to Bishop Asbury “ I waded through deep waters and mires 

on my way to ti. river Thames, more than two hundred 
miles, and one hundred yet from Detroit, preaching In 

and thinking of an unsuccessful missionary 
sgrace. But the Lord greatly blessed my 

showed me lu a dream that this " wilderness 
som as a rose' "—And he adds, " I must earnestly 

men of stability and faithfulness be sent Into 
ew work, for some will seek to destroy it. To engage 
•h a mission may be a sacrifice; but what good have we 
ed without sacrifice? God will more than repay."

As then, so now, the need is for " men of stability am 
faithfulness,” who shrink not at “ sacrifice," and are 
strengthened and sustained by the knowledge that good Is 
being attained, and that ” God will mo-re than repay."

Will the supply of such men ever fail or cease? 
parents count it a privilege to give their sons In infancy 
to the work of God, and in the spirit of Susanna Wesley, can 
say as they see their loved ones depart to hard and toilsome 
mission stations, " If I had twenty sons 1 should rejoice 
that they were all so employed, though 1 sho-uld never see 
them again." The place of dedication Is the home, the time 
is at birth, the responsible persons are the parents." God 
honors and accepts such devoted sons tfrday as truly as 
He did Samuel of old, and had the world more Hannahs 
and Elkannhs the church would have more prophets.

Will the supply of such men cease? Not If Sundaj 
teachers, pastors, and Epworth league leader 
Scores of boys In our congregations might be 
of public service in active work for God if they were person
ally sought as recruits for the ministry. But if the home Is 
failing in the primary duty of infant dedication, the church 

Its various activities is none the less culpable for neglect, 
ery boy hears more or less about the merits, prospects, 

claims, emoluments, and such like, of the trades and pro
fessions; but how few ever hear In i>ersonal conversation of 
the sublime glory, the supreme privilege, the immeasurable 
profit or the uns|>eakable joy of preacMng the Gospel.

Will the supply of such men cease? Never! But the 
of God may be delayed by our dilatory methods and 

plans, and whether we are parents, preachers, teachers, 
presidents or leaders, we must remember that we are re
sponsible not only for a certain measure of work ourselves, 
but for the Increase of workers to carry the great world 
plan of God to a successful completion.

Yes, the church still needs ” men of stablll 
” as In Case’s day. Have you not a 
h grace let us keep up the supply of 

g and training our boys!

on can

Definiteness in Christian Service
a positive religious experience has begun in the 

, its manifestation will be seen In the activities of daily 
It is often said that the most needed type of religion 
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About Our Honor Rolls
service;

it is needed Is not more or better 
and heart-springing motives. N 

liana or patented processes can do God's work, 
prayerful, persevering, spirit-filled workers. For lack of 
such, the churches are too Inactive Instead of being centres 
of busy Industry for God. Such workers with but Indifferent 
equipment have achieved marvels. With the elaborate 
organization of to-day, they would conquer klngdo 
Saladin, looking at the sword of Richard the Lion-hearted, 
expressed surprise that so ordinary a blade should have 
wrought such mighty deeds. Baring his arm, the English 
King said, " It was not the sword, but the arm of Richard 
that did these things.” And it is only by the strength of
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page 141 you will find one. 
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want another Honor Roll From month to month we 
print the names of those Leagues whose officers are all 
scrlbers to our paper. How many of pour officers have 
names on the Eka mailing lists? As soon as all their names 
are there, let the Editor know, and down will go your name. 
What league will be the first on this Honor Roll? Surely 

eryone in any official position In our Young People's Societies 
id Sunday Schools should regularly receive this paper. Oct

On
ent1method

ntense ■cl

on the Honor Roll!

He who never changes any of his opinions never corrects any of his mistakes.”
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