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it wields asway as high and as holy as it ever
held anywhere,  May the God of all grace multi-
ply the number of those who, like this hand-maid
of his, are willing to take the 1. west places and
bear, withont complaint, the heaviest burdens
for the sake of Him who **made hiwself of no
reputation and took wpou him the form of & sege
vant and was made in the hkencss of moen; and
being found in fashion as a man, e hwmbled him-
-\lf ind became nlndiwnl uito death, even the
death of the cross!”

s1 ORANGE, N. J.

The Bibla as Literature and Much More.
ROVERT STUART MACARTUUR.
Vi
(Continued from last issue,)

The D.finite Desigy cf the Eible.

T accomplishing its dosign, the Bible
the true vule of hfes  Heatherism had no cone
clusive answer to give when guestioned as to the

tue of if Fpicurus eonld only ray: "“The
chicf good is pleast carlinal grace prad-
ence.””  The Stoies tanghit that the inle of tife
is indiffercrce to pleasure or pain: the Poripatetics

1s to he pursued i prosperity, but at
times a lie s preferadle to the truth: and that
theft, swearing, and any asionally may bhe
alloeed.  Philosophy has failal to sipply a
true rule of 141': ta molerw times 8l o, Lord
Herbort taught ("n‘ u ot tobe Wamed for
lxlhux P Bolinghrole,
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¢ rddigions utt. 11‘ ivil, statements
are not (he result of procos celved prejutices, but
are in exact harm ny w (‘.Il l ughly ascortaired
facts in thelife of Feathen vations, At this poiot
the Fible s ars above all those systems of llhm N
oply, Loth ancient cnd madorny It s ant
with the glory of heaven es an a1l v i
it tells the obedient sl how o f th 0
of power in Cod,  Itena les true seckers aft r
God to realize in their Dlossed expotieree the

noble idaals held for them in iz Civindy i spired

pages. It reveals our lofty destiny, declaring
that we are Let s« fimu or
Bers with Josus Christ

way togodliness o
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1] are 1o [
us 1 ety a
seeret to every one but € od, St h a
Lope, but no assurance of fmmortality,  Cicero
ends his discussion in uncertainty,  Sencea says,
mmortality, ever  dosiruble. i rather
promised than pro Auniliilation is abomine
alle, toevery man in his worinal, mertal and
moral condition,  Whocas an wer for s thes
estions eot 1. e
sulation s lie miost learned
cangiven wess sand not truth's
! the Bile s t tis the authority
of truth. It has brought dity o i
it shows that the kingdom of en 1 opored to
all beltevers; it makes ennth the vestibule of
heaven; it clears away all Hlusions of ¢ culation
and floods carth with the suporacl radiance of
heaven! Blessed Bible! Book of Guod! Guide of

life and revelation from Cod!

“Star of cternity! the only star
By which the bark of man conld navig
The sea of life and gain sceurely the cost
uf bliss,””

The Fille nct only gives the trie rule of life,
Lut it supplies needed knowledge as to diving
strengthi in the development of character. We
never are able to realize our ligh ideals exeept
as we have strength given us friom God towarl

that end.  The word of God tellsus of the s ot
of spiritual power.  Itis th NS ot in
spiritual regeveration.  The Peter Cis-

ti ctly says, ““Being born a uin, uol of corruptilile

1, but of incorruptible, by the word of God
, P ,

1
which liveth and abidal forever.” % hus the
Bible teaches us what to be, and how to become
what it sets before us as the standard of character,
In this respect the volume is unique among the
books of the world, It has been well ,~.||A| by
William Walters in his booklet entitled, *Claims
of the Bible:" ¢ Bible loving men are Bible lnin
men, and are in the highest sense goad men.
Al P 118 of the Bible tend to pnuhn. spirituality
of eharacter. Tt i a safe and the only safe guide
h-lu wen knownamong mien Fhe Fsalmist asks,
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?
Aund he rightly answers, ".Ih talking heyd there.
to according to thy word,”  The Bible really i
intelligible nnh tor those who have honest win ts
ard pure hearts: as the devout Pasal truly
ol serves, *“The Rible is u scicvee of the heart asd
not of the undarstanding: love §s not enly the
end of the Bille, !‘rnl the eutranze o is
meaning,”  The resuld is that the Psalnnst eondd
properly say that he knew mote than  the
ancients,  and  was wiser thas hix  teachors,
Voltaire was karned in m. iy tespeets, bt he !
wusno mateh for the Chrictian MIVIIG-Woan
wio

“Just knows, and knows mo wor:, Iur
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1je Plzasare Biok.

i A graat mang rehool chillren keep a pleasure
Lok in the for m of a volune of “*meniorabilia.*®
Fore are favorsfspreos of lowers, programmes
of entertanments, Y"'.n.x writing, a d s nctines
plot r;q.q-‘h. caclim presauting som: happw
Bour that has boen passe . Bat it is to be feared
thitsuch a buok |~ s tmes the judex of empty

plecsure rather than of rea) happiness, and it may
heed a regret rather than vemain a satisfaction
A fur better book was m tlept to the end of
Ger | by a ) whore serencly
Beantiful eonnt V5 arred by hines of
careerirntation. 8y placicly happy was she
that a woman given to frettulness, and almost
anvoyed by the wrassaila’de peace that shoae
from the other's face, once asked her the secr.t
of ] Cr Lonte
\l\ dear,” saild the e ler woman, ©3 keen &
|‘n‘ 5
VLt ?”

“\'\ w1 ;! astr2 Yook, Buor sinss 1 was a
ol T lave feep a daily ace mnt of all
s lll o8 that have happened o me.
leasant tat s the
disasr forr tlen as s on oas
whole experievee 3 eann t
W othat it did not contain sowe
e Leok is fillod with littde marters—a (wer,
awalhoa coreert, a uew gowa, a new thonght, o

fine sent ment, a freh

ign of affection from my

rathitg tua e me jov ot the time
Finclined to bz despon lull. 1 sit
i few pages immy book, and find

ml h womnei ) have to be gratefal for,"

*“*May I see your hook?*

family —uy

evisi frier d turned thy Yaves

Hicant the entries seemed! How much
they neant! *Talked to a bright, happy girl."
“Received a kind Ltter from a dear friend "

Iin) ved a beautifel sunset,’ “Husband
brought some ros:s home t) me My h Y oout

to-cay for the first t'me .x(ul!n croup.’
“Have you fourd a pleasure for every day?"”
i l‘l ircd the frettul woman  wistfully,

: Vs, for every day, eventhe sad ones.”  The
answer came in a low tone,
ST wishh I were more like vou, ' said the dis-

nted we
up at her d

with a sigh.  Then she luo'ted
fricnd, and a beautiful reverence
prow ie her face,  “Idon't think,” she said, as
Hereyes filled, “that you need to write them
down any more on paper, - Your pleasure book is
wiitten in your face."’

Inthe Book of Life God sometimes writes
sorrows, but Le does not it the joys. The
determination to make the m st of happiness and
the least of trouble is the truest philosophy, as
well as a sign of a beawtiful character ard a
Christian hope.

A tzuth the trilliat Frenchman never |

The Motiva of hife.

In an old volume which is almost out of print
we find the history of a “godly woman' of the
+last eentrry, who was moved, as she affirmed, by
the Spirit to go to Italy, to Greece, and at last to
Asia, to preach the gospel.  She belonged to a
wealthy seet, that furnished the means for thesy”
Jong journeys.

It was remarked, however, that omn reaching
* her far-off field of labor, she was always moved
to wander from place to place, and to return
home soouer than was expected.  Her children,
i the meantime, grew up, being nursed and
‘tanght by strangers, and ‘wr old parents died
wnattended and neglected,

The woman was evidently sincere in her belief
fthat she was lod by a Heavenly Voice in thess
- distant wanderings, wntil, in her old age, a ke,
i witted, blunt friend said to Les:

i You have a bofty imagination and @ love of
cadventure. May not these account for the faet
i that vou never have been ‘moved' 1o carry the

-um;-rl Bt the allevs atd courts of your own

town?!

| The words pricked hee conscience Yike g firev

Pdart, “Have T been mistaken?'®  she  cricd

“Aave Lakes my own s Mish Jongings for the

+eall of the Spiri” A

Ouly death conld avawer snely a questin, and
m.LL\ plain toghe asking sond it axn real wnatives,

i - — ) D W = = oo

1 “Valug Recsived."”
L MG

The guestion of chareh finances #s one which
eaminmilly perplexes and annoyschurch workers
ard pastors.  Especially is this true in the smaller
congregations, and a balance “‘the wrong way"
s geverally the story told by the treasurer at the
close of the year,  The pastor is hampered and
burdencd throughout his labors by the need of
his unpaid sa'ary, and the church is weakened
and dishesrier ed by its failure to rise above this
state of things,  * T hese things onght not so to
be.” Who can suggest a remedy?  In my hum-
Lle opinion the word centribute, as used in the
covenant in many of the churches is a misnomer.
Christians should le educated to pay for value

t received tor the support of cur chureh organiza

ttions, mstead of being asked ““to contribute,'
| Weso often hiear Christians say, when callud
upon for their contribution, O certainly, 1

alwayvs ¢loe something for the support of the
spel 0 Tae idea! Why not say, I must give
{something for the support of my grocer, or
U buteher, or 1T will contribute many dollars
| towards tiie sapport of the gas company?  O),

S0

| nowe pay the buteher, the baker, and grecer for
tvalue reecived, no géving about that, it 1s simply
| paving honest debts.  Why not then, take the
Psam: view of our church obligatiots? If our

church privileges are of no benefit to us then of
| cours: what we give to the church is charity
such as we extend to the tramp, who calls for a
,cold bite at our doors,  Eut if the church and its
+ gospel inflr ences are worth anvthing to vs, then
_wly should we not pay for the value which we
“reccive not only that, but pay promptly just as
wewonll pivotherobligations? Waen we hire an
incividnal to work for us, we do not just give
him what we think we can spare.  We hire him
for a fixed sum and pay him at stated intervals
But when the church hires a pastor for a stated
salary, we give towards his support just when it
is convenient, or when we feel like it.  Poor man,
he is placed in the yposition of a beggar, depend-
| ing upon the charity of those among whom he is
placed.  Does not the Bible say, ‘‘the laborer is
| worthy of his hire? As to the proportion let
| conscience decide whether we pay more each week
| for the sustenance of these poor, perishing dodies
| than for the immortal part of us. *“'Is not life
| wore than meat i

WAvLAND, Pa.

Prayer is the cry of faith to the ear of mercy.
[ It is not cloquence, but earnestness; rot tle
definition of helplessness, but the feeling of it
not figures of specch, but compunctions of soul.
—H. More.




