
*47THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

SiSyjrsissarüôüK sï ïr: ratfïfïKï cJSXSÇardTt“«““ £ rvtsss rarsrfi s/:.rsÿ™ti ÆPtolemies had come to end. but -e have orthodox Je. could no, attain to that pom, the way farwfr.nchtsn.en, m provtnctal and 
neither the space nor the desire to follow on of view. For a heathen to send a sacrifice national e < étions.
the track of their audacious villanier. In to Jerusalem was alright ; it was an ack- Congregationalist It is not always easy 
dealinc with the high priests of this period nowledgement of the glory of the true God. t0 get real missionary news into the daily
or those who were candidate for that sacred For the Jew to send present, to foreign gods papers. But it seems as though whenever
office we meet signt of the same degeneracy was quite another thing ; it destroyed the any sort of a man opens his mouth to con- 
and of the worst results of Greek influent \ peculiar divine glory and was a hase betrayal demn missions and missionaries a reporter 

The reign of Selcncus Philopater is of the eternal King. In politics, especially j8 at hand to send his talk throughout all the 
for our purm se comparatively unimportant, the politics of those days, we soon sec that n,WII aper world.
and we pass at once to that of Antiochus more than one can play the same base tncit. United Presbyterian :—It is not a question 
Kpiphanes the M igmficcnt, or as the satirists This Jason found to his cost. Jcw ol tnc whether or not the Chosen Stone shall be 
of that day called him, Kpiphanes the Ma l- tribe oj Benjamin, known as Hellenist, ujd but jt ig a qi|estion for us to deride
man, by whose action the crisis was created later sent with money and information to tne whelher wc $ha|| build upon it, or be ground
and the conflict forced that instead of crush- King and took advantage of his position to |q pQwder under it. A stubborn will may
ing the Jewish religion roused once more the overbid Jason by 300 talents, and thus se- a$serl its independence, but almighty power
old heroic spirit ol the Hebrew people. cured the high priesthood for himself. I wd| infl cl the penalty which justice decries.

'Hie Macrabean period is a phrase gener led of course to an, SJ, Presbyterian Journal :-Presbyterianism
ally used to designate the years from 168 B. as Jasou was not the kind c ma y concedes the right of individual judgment.
C. to 63 B. C., that is, from the outbreak of without a struggle. Qne may express his dissent on particulars,
the revolt against Syrian persecution until (Conclusion next week.) but his manhood demands an uncomprising
the Romans took control in Palestine. ____ loyalty to the Church as a whole. Such is
Sometimes it is used to denote the time from true ol the Confession of Faith. No creed
the beginning of this great s niggle until the sholl|d Not Publish Sensational 0f jts size was ev r written that contains so 
establishment ol the Hosmonean dynasty by Novels. little w tfc which thinking men cannot agree.
John Hyracanus in 135 B. C. We shall not * American Messenger :—A poor man who
now be able to deal at any length with the § )me jnteresl has been caused in Toronto had become blind, but who still found ways 
period of independent Jewish ru.e, but must Methodist circles by the publication of a 0f working lor God, was one day visited by
be content with the simple task of stating ‘teil gjgned by the Rev. Egerton R. a C vistian brother, who bewailing the blind
briefly the origin, meaning and results of the young, and addressed to Rev. Dr. Carman, man’s sad fate, added, “But you have the
struggle which made this national indepen- genera| superintendent of the church in Can greatest consolation : you will soon be in
dence and jiolitical life again possible. ad3| against the present policy of the book- heaven.” The poor man, raising his sight-

The whole period may be again divided room Mr, Young objects to the publica- |css eyes, replie 1 with a smile, “Soon in
as follows : B. C. 168—165. The brilliant tjon 0f whit he terme “sensational works” heav. n, did you say ? Why, I have been
and successful struggle lor Religious Free- . an institution started by the church for there these ten years.”
dom. 162 — 142. Time of Religion and thc publication and dissemination of relig- Christian Observer :—Mainejhas gained 
fight for Political Independence. 142—63. lons literature. He quotes tarly conference in wealth much faster than any of the Eastern 
Period ol Political Indept ndence, ending utlerancc8 on the question and continues : States. Yes, although her geographical 
with absorption in the Roman Empire. “In these days, when there are great location and her topographical characteristics

Just before the beginning of our period, «cearebings of heart,’ and earnest consulta- (bleak and mountainous) hinder her devel- 
Onias 111 the High Priest, who was in a tjons among both ministers and devout lay- opment in agriculture, in manufactures and 
decidedly difficult position, lest the favour men to accoUnt for the sad declension ol jn commerce, the great sources of wealth: 
of the Syrian court. There was in Judea a 8pjrjtua|jty jn our churches, is it not our im and though the introduction of iron vessels
free-thinking Hellenizing party wnose mem- ative duly to scârch out for the cause of has crippled her shipbuilding industry, yet
bers promised the King access to the temple thjs dec|cnsjon ? We cannot disguise the Maine, with her prohibitory law, has out- 
treasures, and an orthodox party that had facl that successful evangelistic services, such stripped all her New England neighbors in 
zealously guarded these from foreign hands. as our fathers saw, are almost of the past, the wealth of her inhabitant.
The High Priest had maintained a strictly while the love of the world and its amuse- Central Presbyterian :—The personal his-
legal position, and therefore his professions n|cnls and frivolities so engross multitudes tory of Calvin is not the pending question, 
of lovalty were not acceptable at the court. of Qur that the week evening services but the theology of his Institutes. His con-
Antiochus Epiphanes had not been long are neg|ertcd, and there is but little relish duct toward Servetus may have been 
on the throne when a brother of Onias ^ {be famjjy a|,ar or even the Sabbath extreme, but so, apparently, was Samuel s, 
approached him with a wicked proposal. . service8 Already many reasons have when he ‘ hewed Agag in pieces.” No 
Holtzmann marks it as a sign of the times been advanced to account for these sad de- mercy was shown the enemy under the 
that with this man the series of double c|cnsjon8| that in many parts of our beloved commonwealth of Israel, and the severity of 
n uned Jews begins. His Jewish name of church are being mourned over. There is a Calvin can be partially explained by imputing 
Joshua or Jesus was translated into Jason. wi conviction in the minds ol m:ny l0 him a zeal inspired by Scriptural exam 
He offered an increased yearly tribute to be ®hat it js in a iarge measure owing to the p|es. But his faults have no more to do 
made High Priest and, further 150 talents to character of the literature which is now sup- with his Institutes than the apostasy of 
be allowed to set up a gymnasium in Jeru .jcd to our people, especially that which is Solomen with his Proverbs, or the crimes of 
salem, and to acquire for the people of furnjshed for perusal on the Lord’s Day. i)aVid with his contributions to the book of 
Jerusalem the citizenship of Antioch. He pormeriy this was carefully looked after. Psalms.
knew that this proposal would piease the Qnce there was a religious publishing house, Presbyterian Banner :—Old manuscripts 
King, but he certainly would not have where on,y 8Uch books as were of a helpful arc still coming forth from under the ac-
ventured to offer it if there had not been rc|jgjous character were admitted. Cana- cumulated debris and dust of Egypt to con-
behind him a powerful Hellenistic party. djjm Methodism has no such house at pres- firm our faith in our sacred writings. What
01 the other side, there were many zealous, ^ -pbe latest novel or the sensational ro- js believed to be the oldest fragment of the
orthodox Jews to whom it must have seemed mancc has taken the place of the choice re- gospels yet found, containing the first
ti e height of wickedness that as the result of jj -OU8 books that our fathers and mothers chapter of Matthew, has recently been dis-
base inttigue the High Priest should be sup- Methodism gave to their children on the covered. It was found in Oxyrhynchus, 140 
planted by his own brother and that for the p)ay. Ministers and Sunday school miies south of Cairo, near where the famous
purjxise of making Jerusalem a heathen city teacbers a8 well as godly parents, are feeling i,Qgia or Sayings of Jesus were unearthed,
Antiochus vemured to comply with this re tbcjr helplessness against this torrent of and its date is placed by some experts as
quest. The gymnasium was built at the jssiauity.** early as 150 A. D. This papyrus of Mat-
loot of the temple mount, and the priests M_____ #♦»-______ thew is said to belong to the same Sinaitic
gave more time to sports than to the sacred directors of Bovril, Ltd., have ap- and Vatican cydices, and is a remarkable
services. Jason went so far as to send a ‘ Vi Diincannon C.B., lobe confirmation of those texts and of the accept-
gilt towards the worship of Hercules at 1 yre, P®*"* f the company, in’ succession to cd vers on. Christianity is not afraid of the 
a festival which was to be honoured by the ^a,ri"an"f ,hn Johnston, and pick aid spade and is still bent on proving
presence of the King. This, however was the late^M^r John u* £ be vicechair. a„ thing, that it may hold fast that which is
too mui h even for his ambassadors. They ’ good,
did not dare to carry this out literally, l ut maH.
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