THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

DR. BOANERCE'S DISCOURSES
ON THE WIDOW'S MITE.

(By Knoxonian.)

Having learned that a number of pen
ple in his congregation are in the hahit
of exousing their emall contribntions
by alluding to the window's mite, Dr.
Boanerges called them together for the
purpose of explaining to  them the
exact nature of that seriptural incident.
e also desired to €how them that the
widow's mite eonld not be made a pre
cedent for small giving, and to prove
that the widow wae one of the most
liberal givers of whom we have any
knowledge.

Like some of the meetings held hy
modern evangelists, the Doetor's meet
ing wae “for men only.” The congre
eation looked somewhat “hard.” and its
looks did not in any way betray its real
character. The Doctor addreesed him
self to his task in plucky etyle, and
epoke as follows :

Dear friends,—T am creditably inform
ed that when vou give a cent aplece
for Home Miesione, and 2 cents for Por
eign Missions, and 2 cente for Onlleces,
you etrike an attitude, lonk snlemn and
say, “T give the widow'’s mite.” M
nurpoee in this addreee iz to ghow yon
that men of prorerty like yon, who
don’t give perhape the tenthoneandth
part of vour meane for religione nur
poses, have no right to auote the ex
ample of that window. T must pull
you out from behind the widow and
put your condunet under a trne licht.

Tn the firet place, gentlemen, T say

You Are Not Widows.

That is where your case breake com
pletely down. You are not widows, Yon
are men. A widow often hae hard work
to keep the wolf from the door. She
hae often to fight a terrible battle tn
wet bread for her children. She i often
weak and helplesse. Yom are men,
etrong, etalwart men, and yet every time
the collectors go around yon ftry to
palm yourselves off as widows! Some of
von are bachelors. T have reasson to he
lieve that two or three of you are tr
ing to indnee some young ladies of the
congregation to gn to the marriage altar
with von. That is right enough, but d»
you think any epirited voung woman
will give her hand to a young fellow
who calls himself a widow? Do yon
think any decent man will give hie
daughter to a fellow who calle himeelf
a widow every time the collector comes
around? T you do you are much mie
taken. Young ladies worth having don't
marry widows. Respectable men don't
bring up good danghters. ani  hand
them over to sneaking fellows whn 11
themselves widowe when thev are called
upon to do their part like men in anv
good work. Tf this talk abont the
widow's mite cannot be stopped in
any  other way, T shall in
struet  the collectors to esy to
every man who drags in the widow to
make his cent collection look religions,

Mister, Are You a Widow?

Notice again that this widow was noor.
You are not poor. Heaven forbid that T
should say one word that would hurt

the feelings of God's poor. May wmy
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
when T conscionsly ntter a word that
wounds the foelings of any of God’s
children who have little of this world’s
onnds, hnt ara rich in faith. [ repeat
von are not poor. Sfame of yon gramble
all censan abant poor erops, bot if ane
A von= harns shonld happen 1o burn

wn after harvest comehow or annther
von alwovs Inse 2000 ar £3 000 worth of
rrain. Same of von never have anv
maonev, hut T have noticad that when
1 bank hreaks or a loan eompany gnes
to pieces von always 1nse a 1ot of monev
That's meer isn't it? Mere coincidence.
T suppose.

Now centlerren T have dispnsed of
twn »nints - Yan are nnt WIDOWS, ynd
even if von were von are not POOR.

Tet ue now tnru ta a third point, and
von will find vonr case hreaks down
weain,  This widow

Gave All She Had.

Do von eive all yon have when von rive
a cent or § ecente or even £17 Do von?
1f soma of vou gave as muech as this
widow von would give good farms with
all yonr stock and  implements and
in the form

everything else vou pnusess
of property. Otharc wonld riva all their
huildines and town lote and nroperty
of that kind. Otherc wanld hand in
their hank and other stocks. To give
the widow's mita mesns that we give
ALT. When a wan has given the
widow's mite he ha: no more nraperty
left than Job had after he wmet his
severe losses After a man has given
the widow’s mite. he has<n’t money en
h left to pav foll or break the Loeal
Option Act. Gentlemen, let me tell yon
plainly von never rave the widow's mite.
The Church wouldn't take the widow's

mita from yon. Fven the Methodists
wonld not take all a nan has. Nobody
gives the widow's mite now.  Parhaps
nobody ever did bat the widow herself.

Now, gentlemer allow e to ask yon
not to attempt acain 1o ake a eent
collection decent by an allusion to that
widow, That noble woman has suffered
for nearly 2.006 vears hy being forced
into company wit}, elose fisted nien. The
poor woman gave all she had and the
reward she nsvally gets for it in this

world is to have her conduct quoted as
v cover for the meanest of col jons.
Gentlamen, that kind of work it stop
in this congregation. Don't tell the eol
lectors again that vou are giving the
widow's mite unless vou are a poor wi
dow, and are giving all yon have,

Hon. G. W, Ross has been long known
oo a briliznt speaker, and the select
audience last Thursday evening at the
Ottawa Ladies” College was not dizap
pointed  in the addres he gave on
“Parning Points in Cansdian History.”
The big convocation hall was filled to
the doors, and at the conclusion a warm
vote of thanks was presented to the
speaker by Sir James Grant and Mr. ¥,
A. Acland. Rev. Dr. Armstrong pre:i
dent of the college, oocupied the chair,
During the evenine Mri. Angus Mae-
kenzie, Miss Ardelle Elder, Mr. A. T.
Clucas and Mr, W. J. Johnstone con
tributed  wal and in‘trumental selec
tions of a high order of excellence,
In his opening remarks, Senator Ross
paid a deserved compliment to Mrs.
Grant Needham, the lady principal, and
staff, for their effective work in educa-
tional ‘matters, observing that the aim
appeared to be “the maximum of eul-
ture with the minimum of restraint.”

SPARKS FROM OTHER ANVILS.

Hearld and Preshyter : Real prayer has
its answers, and the prayersof the last
half century have beei answered hy the
opening up of the whole heathen world to
the gospel and the conversion of many
millions of sonls o Jesns Christ.

United Preshyterian: What are the
Churches doing for the men and women,
the boys and girls, who have vielded
to the influences of the season’s “epecial
services and entered inty diecipleshin?
Tf epecial effort is needed to hring the
people irto the church  special effort
is neaded to promote their growth in
Christian character and nsefnlness. Have
good care of the bheginners.

Snnday 8chaol Times: A real test of lead

ership i= the readiness to be invisible, The

ridder is under water during a vovare
and fs not seen by the passencers. Tf it
wara made chiefly to ho seen, ite gnidine
power would not amonnt to much  ptil
we learn not to care whether wo ara ob
served of men.or not. we shall never be
eoma as effectly in leadershin as  we
might. The great forees of nature work
chiefly without attractine attention Tat
ns faithfmlle do anr work, and trnst onr
Master to give what reengnition i« het
for us.

Ciinherland Preshyterian: &iek or well
we know that we onght bath ta work and
to pray. A healthy man dnes not expect
hia praver for dailv bread to he answer
od withont the nse, as means of hiz own
God given strength and knowledee, The
same man when stretched npon a sick
hed <honld nnt cease to prav. Rnt he
nead nnt expact hic pravers for renewed
health o he answered without the nse
as means nf all tha resnnrees implanted
of God within hiz nwn body. The “faith
healer” wha hy implication or directly
taaches men ta diseradit or distenst the
phyeiefan and the snrgeon is as  far
wrong as the doctor who should think it
a matter of no conseqnanca if hiz he
lieving Christian patient chose fn aban
don prayer.

Tatheran Observer: Man looketh upon
the antward appearance. but God lonk
eth on the heart, and there mav he a«
complete a spirit of service in the life
that fills a home with the sweetnes: of
unselfish desds as in that of a Shaftshury
Inhoring for heneficent reformns in Parliy
ment. Other fastors than their own voli
tion determine the spheres in which men
live and move, but each determines for
himself the spirit in which he fill: his
«phere. Not the largeness of his lof.
therefare, but the way he serve< init.i
the decisive thing in fixing a man’'s
rank in the kingdom. Thi« i what
equalizes ns all in  opportunity for
greatness, that

“Ali service ranks the same with God

. o There is no last nor first.”

The closing words of Lord Curzon's ad
dre<s at Birmicham reproduced in the
Nineteenth Century Review are worth
quoting:  “‘Preser with faithful at
tachment the acquisitions of our fore
fathers, not tabulating them with vul
gar pride, but accepting the legacy with
reverence, and holding no sacrifice too
great to maintain it.  Be sure that in
our national character, if we can keep
it high and undefiled, still lies our na
tional strength. Count it no shame to
acknowledge our imperial mission, but.
on the contrary, the greatest disgrace
to be untrne to it, and even if God no
longer thunders from Sinai, and His
oracles are sometimee reported dumb,
cling humbly but fervently to the be
lief that so long as we are worthy we
may still remain one of the instruments
through whom He chooses to speak to
mankind.” Noble words to be borne in
mind by the people of Canada.
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