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DR. BOANERCE’S DISCOURSES 

ON THE WIDOW'S MITE.
SPARKS FROM OTHER ANVILS.the feelings of Qod's poor. May my 

tongue cleave to the roof of m> mouth 
when T consc’ously ntter a word that 
wounds the feelings of any of God's 
children who have little of this world's 
trends, hut are rleh In faith. I repea* 
von are not r»onr Pome of you grumble 
all season about poor crops, hut if one 
of you- barns should happen 1-* burn 

wn after harvest somehow or anbther 
von alwrvs 1oo#« $2 000 nr 000 worth of 
"rain. Pome of von never have anv 
money, hut T have noticed that when 
a hank breaks or a loan company goes 
to pieces vnii always lose a lot of monev. 
That's nicer isn't itf Mere coincidence. 
T suppose.

Now gentlemen T have disposed nf 
two "oints You are not WTDOWS. and 

were von are not POOR. 
Let ns now turn to a third point, and 

you will find voiir case breaks down 
again. This widow

TTe&rld and l'reshyter : Real prayer has 
it* answers, and the prayers of the last 
half century have bee.i answer»! by the 
opening up of the wh ile heathen world to 
the gospel and the conversion of many 
millions of souls to Jesu.s Christ.

(By Knoxonian.t
Having learned that a number ->f pen 

pie in his congregation arc in the habit 
nf excusing the-ir email contribution* 
by alluding to the window's mite. Hr. 
Boanerges called them together for the 
purpose of exf-ia4nlng to them the 
exact nature of that scriptural incident. 
He aleo deeired to ehnw them that the 
widow's mite oould not be made a pre 
cedent, for email giving, and to prove 
that the widow wae one of the most 
liberal givens of whom we have any 
knowledge.

Like enme of the meetings held hv 
modem evangeliete. the Doctor** meet 
ing wae "for men only.” The congre 
gallon looked somewhat "hard.” and Its 
looks did not In any way betray Its real 
character. The Doctor addressed him 
seH to his taek in plucky etyle, and 
spoke as follow*:

Dear friend*.- T am creditably Inform 
ed that, when von give a cent apiece 
for Home Mieeinne. and 2 cents for For 
eign Missions, and 2 rente for College*, 
you strike an attitude, look solemn and 
say, "T give the widow's mite." M- 
purpose in this address is to ehow yon 
that men of property like yon, who 
don't, give perhaps the ten-thousandth 
part, of yonr means for religions pur 
poses, have no right to quote the ex 
ample of that window. T must pull 
yon ont from behind the widow and 
put yonr conduct under a true Hrht.

Tn the first nlace, gentlemen, T my 
You Are Not Widows.

That, is where your ease breaks com 
pletely down. You are not widows. You 
are men. A widow often has hard work 
to keep the wolf from the door. She 
has often to fight a terrible battle to 
get. bread for her children. She is often 
weak and helpless. Ymi are men. 
strong, stalwart men, and yet every time 
the collector* go around you try to 
palm yourselves off as widows I Some of 
von are bachelors. T have reason to be 
lieve that two or three of you are tn- 
ing to induce some young ladles -if the 
congregation to go to the marriage altar 
with von. That Is right enough, hut do 
yon think anv spirited young woman 
will give her hand to a young fellow 
who calk himself a widowf Do you 
think any decent man will give hie 
daughter to a fellow who calk himself 
a widow every time the collector onmee 
aroundf Tf yon do yeti are much mi* 
taken. Young ladies worth hiving don'* 
marry widows. Respectable men don't 
bring up good daughters, ant hand 
them over to sneaking fellows who ell 
themselves widows when thev are called 
upon to do their part like men in anv 
good work. Tf this talk about the 
widow's mite cannot he stopped In 
any other way T shall In
struct the collectors to eay to 
every man who drags in the widow to 
make his cent collection look religious.

Mister, Are You a Widow? 

Notice again that this widow wae poor. 
You are not poor. Heaven forbid that Î 
should aay one word that would hurt

Dnited Presbyterian: What are the 
Churches doing for the men and women, 
the hoys and girls, who have yielded 
to the Influences of the season's "special 
services" and entered Into dlecipleshin? 
Tf special effort Is needed to bring the 
people Ir.to the church special effort 
Is needed to promote their gro- th in 
Christian character and usefulness Have 
good care of the beginner*.

I Sunday School Time* : A real test nf lead 
ershlp Is the readiness to he Invisible. Th« 
rudder is under water during a vnv»"« 
and Is nnt seen hv the passengers. Tf it 
were made chleflv to he seen. It* guidin? 
power would not amount to much Until 
wp learn not to care whether we are nb 
served of men or not. we shall never be 
come a*- effectlv in leadership a* we 
might. The great forces of nature work 
chleflv without attracting attention Tot 
us falthfiili- do our work, and trust our 
Master to give what recognition i« he«t

1
!

<

;Gave All She Had.

Do von Hve all you have when you give 
a cent or S cents or even $1 f Do von? 
Tf some of von gave a« much n« this 
widow von would give gond faims with 
all your stock and Implements and 
everything else you possess in the form 
of property. Other • would give all their 
buildings and town lots »nd property 
of that kind. Others would hand In 
their hank ami other stocks. To give 
the widow's mite meins that we give 
ALT,.
widow's mite he ha< no more t-ropertv 
left, than Job bad after he met hi* 
severe losses. After a man has given 
the widow's mit« he hasn't money en 
nugh left, tn nav toll or hreak the Local 
Option Act. Gentlemen, let me tell yon 
plainly von never gave the widow'* mite. 
The Church wouldn't take the widow'* 
mite from you. Even flic Methodi.it* 
would not take all a n 
gives the widow's mite 
nobody ever did but the widow herself.

Now. gentlemen allow me to ask you 
not to attempt again to make a cent 
collection decent by an allusion to that 
widow. That noble unman has suffered 
for nearly 2.000 years hv lieiug forced 
into company with close fisted men. The 
poor woman gave all she had anil the 
reward she usually gets for it in this 
world is to have her conduct quoted as 
a cover for th* meanest of coll 
Gentlemen, that kind of work niu t stop 
in this congregation. Don't tell the col 
lectors again that you art* giving the 
widow's mite unless vnu are a poor wl 
dow. and are giving all you have.

«
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Cumberland Presbyterian : Pick nr well 
we know that we ought both to work and 
to pray. A healthy man does not expect 
his praver for daily bread to be answer 
od without tho u*e. a* mean* of hi* nwn 
God given strength and knowledge. Thx* 
same man when stretched upon a sick 

- hed should not cease to prav. Rut he 
need no' evneef hie pravers for renewed 
health to he answered without the use 
as means of all the resources Implanted 
of God within hi* own body. The “faith 

Implication or directly 
teaches men to discredit or distrust the 
phyelelan and the surgeon is as far 
wrong as the doctor who should think i* 
a matter of no consequence if hi« be 
llevlng Christian patient chosy to a Han 
don prayer.

When a man has given the

healer" who hv

has. Nobody 
Perhaps Lutheran Observer: Man lookefh upon 

*he outward appearance, hut God look 
eth on the heart, and there mav lie a-= 
complete a 
that fille a

spirit nf service In the life 
home with the sweetne®* of 

unselfish deeds as in that of a Shaftsburv 
laboring for beneficent reforms In Parii-i 
ment. Other faetors than their own Vnii 
tlon determine the spheres in which men 
live and move, hut each determines for 
himself the spirit in which he fills his 
.-phere. Not the largeness nf hi* lot. 
therefore, hut the wav he serves in it. i 
the decisive thing 
rank in the klngdo 
equalises ns all in 
greatness, that 

"Ail service rank* the same with God 
...............There is no last nor first."

ections.

in fixing a man's 
in. Thi* is whs* 

opportunity for

lion. 0. W. Ross lias been long known 
a„ a brilliant speaker, and the select 
audience las* Thursday evening at the 
Ottawa I.idle-:' College 
pointed in the address lie gave on 
"Turning Points in Can-dian History." 
The big convocation hall was filled to 
the doors, and at the conclusion a warm 
vote of thank* was 
speaker hv Sir James 
A. Acland. Rev. Dr. Armstrong pre.-i 
dent nf the college, occupied the chair. 
During flic even’ll» Mrs. Angus Mac­
kenzie, Mis* Ardelle Elder. Mr. A. E. 
Clncas m<l Mr. W. .1. Johnstone con 
trihuted
lions of a high order of excellence. 
In his opening remarks. Senator Ross 
paid a deserved compliment to Mrs. 
Grant Needham, the lady principal and 
staff, for their effective work in educa­
tional, matters, observing that the aim 
appeared to he "the maximum of cul­
ture with the minimum of restraint."

The closing words of Lord Curxon'e ad 
Rirmigham

Nineteenth Century 
quoting: "Preserve with faithful at
tachment the acquisitions of our fore 
father*, not tabulating them with vul 

iride, hilt accepting the legacy with 
holding no sacrifice too

reproduced In the 
Review are worth

not disap

gar |
reverence, and 
great to maintain it. Re sure that in 
our national character, if we can keep 
it high
tional strength. Count it no ehame to 
acknowledge our imperial mission, hut. 
on the contrary, the greatest disgrace 
to lie untrue to it, ami even if God no 
longer thunders from Sinai, and His 

cles are sometimes reported dumb, 
ding humbly but fervently to the lie 
lief that so long as we are worthy we 
may still remain one of the instruments 
through whom He choose* to epe 
mankind." Noble words to lie bor 
mind by the people of Canada.

presented tn the 
Grant and Mr. K.

and undeliled, still lies our na

**al and in trumental self*-
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