
SCANDINi\VIA AND) THE1 WAR,

Cerimany, iii spite of milit.ary admiration of Prussiani
methods, in spito of flic reckless agitation earriedl on
by men likze Sven H-edin, the Swedes have founid it
extremiely biard to, become enithusiastic about the
Germaiis, -vhose arrogance, sm ug self -comipli aciey, and
mifailing titctlessniess are constanitly grating on the.
During tlue war of 1870-1, for instance, Swedisli symu-
pathoes were overmiielmingly with France. For al
their hatred of officiai Russia, thc Swredcs have noever
hiatcd the Russians as individuals. On the other hand,
flie feeling agaiinst the individual Gernrian lias at tincs
been so strong that I have hieard of Gerinan travellers
in Sweden speakzing Engiolish or French in order niot to,
reveal their nationaý,lity. Towarc1 the Prussian military
spirit -and methods the people of Swveden have alaýys
miaiiifestedl a profounci cistrust and dishike. Aithougli
strongly indiviclualistie. the Swedles are at bottorn very
democratic. What, thon, has given Germrany the holci
on Swedlish sympathies whviceh undoubtedly it lias
to-da,,y ? The answer is very simple: the rapproche-
ment between Russia and E igland. As long as those
tw,,o Powers renimaiied mutually suspicious of ecd other,
S-wcden feit, comparatively secure. The understanding
betwvecn England and France asprobably a dis-
appointiment, a.nd the effeet of it -was augmented by the
Siinultaneously increcasing hîostility betwecn Goî'iiy
and Russia. But it -was only the final com pletion of the
Triple Entente that wvas feit as a direct blow-tîe -worszt
one received by Sweden for a long time. Fior witli
«Cngla.nd ticd to Russia, not only by diplomatie engage-
ments but 1y the exigencies of lier own situation, what
hiope could there bc for Sweden iii a Case of Russicini
aggressîon *?

If m'c also bear in inid the disinay caused in Gerinan


