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ENDURANCE
Wo nuiir now our, oqr bntlmii, without wwortky iwMo, thot owtttti* Boliiiinil

tomnoot pUeo in tho ortoom of notloao. I om avoio thot eortoia onleokon, notoMy in Itoiy

mmI in BMutad. k»v« aoind Im>w it aooU bo nooMory to expooo tiik eoantiy to m imnMmo
loH of woolth ond lifo, aad wlMtlMr • vorbol inonlhotn ofoiiNt hootiio tgyminti, m • tbt^
«—OBohot on tho fnmtiw, wootd not Imto Mrvod tbo poroooo of piottot. Bat —
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odly all

MOHofteodfooltotwiBbowithiioinoufroioctionofthmprittymiiimli. MtroutiUtarioaiom
ta no luBdont iiito of ChriotiMi illlioiM>ii|i

On tho IMh of April, 1839, • tnotjrwm rignod in London by King Laopoid, in tho uuno of

Botfium, on tho ono port, and l>y tbo Emparor of Auttria, tbo King of Fhmeo, tho Oman ot

Endond. tha Kbw <rf Fruiwa, anu tba Emparor of RiMla, on tho othar: and ita aavanta artida

daeraad that Bd^uin aho<da form a anuato and parpotaaUy naatral SUto, aad ahouid bu
hald to tha ofaaarraaea of thia naatraBfy in regud to all otaar SUtaa. Tba eo lignatoriaa

promiaod, for thrinoalvaa and thair auceaaaota, upon thair oath, to fulfil and to obaanro that

traaty in ovary point and avary artida without oontrmvantion, or toloranea of eontrsvontion.
~ ' ' un waa tiraa l>ottnd in honour to dofond bar own iadepondonea. Sbo kapt bar word.

Oamiany viotatad
Balgium
Tho othar Powova wora bound to laapact and to protaet nar noutraUty.

her oath; Bni^bad k^t bara.

Tbaao ara tbo fecti.

Tha lawa of oonadmea aro aovaraign lawa. Wa ahouid havo aetad unworthily bad wa
ovadod our obligation by a mare faint oiraaiatanea. And now wo would not roMinr our t~X
raaidution; wa axult in it. Baing eallod upon to writa a moat Mdomn page in the biatory of our
countiy, we raaolvod that it ahouid be abo a ainoara, alao a ^ortoua paga. .nd aa long aa wo
are eompdlod tn give proof of end.aranoe. ao toiw wa aball endure.

All daaaaa of our dtiaana have <)«v:<»tad the& aona to tlw cauae ot their eonntry; but tha

poorer part of the population have aat tho aeblaat aiamnle, for tboy have tuffered alao privation,

e^, and famine, u I may judge of the general faeung from what I have witnaaMd in the

humbler qtuurten of MaUnea, and in the moat emeUy afBicted dlatrieta of my dioeaae. the people

are energetic in thtir endurance. Tliey looic to be rioted; they will not hear of attrranckr.

Araetion la, in tha hand of Oivino Omnipotence, a two-edged iword. It wounda the

rrt>^ioua, it aanctiflea Urn who ia willing to endure.

Qod proveth ua, aa St. Jamea haa told ua. but He "ia not a tempter of evila. " All that

cornea from Him ia good, a ray of Ugbt, a ;dedge of love. "But every man u tempted by bk
own concupiaeence. . . . Bleaaed ia be that enduretb temptation, lor when be hath been

Bved ho aball receive the crown of life, which God bnth promiaed to them that loveM«ve
Hka.

Truce, then, my brethren, to all murmun of •x>mi.!ain.t. Remember St. Paul'a worda to

the Hebrewa, and urough thnn to all of Chriat'a dock, when, referring to the bloody aaeriflce

of our Lord upon tiie croaa bo reminded them that they had not yet rewted unto l>lood. Not
only to the Redeemer'a examine ahall you look, but alao to that of the thirty tbouaand, pariutpa

for^ tbouaand, men who have already abed their life-blood for their country. In eompariaon

with them, what have you endured who are deprived of the daily eomforta of your Uvea, your
nowapapera, your meana (> travd, communication with your familiaa? Let the patriotiam of

our Army, tm beroiam of our King, at our bdoved Queen in her magnanimity, aerve to atimu-

late ua and support ua. Let us bemoan oundvea no more. Let ua deserve the coming ddiver^

ance. Let us hasten it by our virtue even more than by our prayers. Courage, oretbren.

Suffering paaaaa away: the crown of life for our souls, the crown of glory for our nation, ahall

notpaaa.

DUTY UNDER INVASION

I do not require of you to renounce any of your national deairea. On the contrary, I

hold it as part of the obligations of my episcopal office to inatruct you as to your duty in face

of the .Power that has invaded our soil and now occupies the greater part of our country.

The authority of that Power ia no lawful authority. Therefore in the soul and consdence

you owe it neither respect, nor attadmient, nor obedience. The sole lawful authority in

Belgium is that of our King, of our Govemm«tt, of the dected reprcaentativea of the nation.

This authority alone has a right to our affection, our aubmiaaion.

Thus, the invadera' acts of public adminiatration have in theroadvea no authority, but
legitimate authority has tadtly ratified such of those act* as affect the general intereati, and
thia ratitication, and thisi^ only, gives' them jiuridic value.

Occupied provincea are not conquered provincea. Belgium ia no more a German province

than Galida ia a Russian province. Neverthdees, the occupied portion of otur country is in

a position it is compelled to endure. The greater part of our towns, tiaving surrendered to

the enemy on conditions, are bound to o^ '"'ve those conditions. From the outset of militaTy

opoationa the dvil authoritiea of the ry urged upon all private persons the neceanty of

abstention from hoatile acta against .nemy's army. That instruction remaina in force.

It ia our army, and our army amelv, in league with the valiant troops of our AUIea, that has tiie

honour andtne duty of naou>na! defence. Let ua entrus. the army with our finu ddiveranc3.

Towards tie persons of those who are holding dofldaion among ua by military force,

and who assuredly cannot but be sendble of the chivalroua energy with which we have defended,

and are still defending, our independence, let us conduct oursdyes with all needful forbearance.

Some among them have dedared tliemaelveB willing to mitigate, as far as poauble, the severity

of our dtuation, and to hdp uh to recover aome minimum of regular dvic life. List ua observe

the rules they have laid upon ua ao long aa thoae rulea do not violate our personal liberty.


