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SMOOTH CAMAS {Xiriniloiiix rhloniiilliits Hidi.) Lii,v Famh.v.
(Aiilirhv rUf/iinn [Vursh] Hydli.)

I'l.ATK VIII.

Common Xamks: SiiKx.di caniiis is also knoun In- f)thci- coiiiiiK.ri

iifiim's, the most familiar lu'Inj; swamp-caiiias, cou-niass. kii'ch lijv.

Dksckiption: It is a much moiv atliaclivc plant than the death
cania.s. It jji-ows to a h<-in;lit of one to tliicc feet, with much larger Howcis
atid leaves. The leaves, stalks, and lnacts arc of a whitish-Krccn colour,
the bracts sometimes tiiiKed with red or purple. The flowers arc n,ee„isli
white or cream coloured, from one-half inch to nearly one inch l.road.
The perianth leaves are six, ea<-h with a lar^e, ureen, heart -.shaped n\tnu\
at the l.ase. The stamens are also six, tiieir stalks erect ahout the ovary
a!id the three stijtmas. The flowers are in hloom ahout two weeks later
than death canias.

Dlsthihition: Smooth camas is more confined to wet ki'mmkI and
calcareous .soils. It is widely distrihuted, occurring; from New Urunswick
and (iuehec to Alanitoha and westward to Hritish Columhi.a and the
Yukon.

Animals Afkkctkd: Api)arently all species of zyuadenus are poison-
ous to animals, and contain the same iioi.sonous alkaloid si/gaihiiinc. There
i.s not, however, the same likelihood of serious loss amonjj sheep, as smooth
camas does not grow so ahundantly in anv one area and its period of
growth is somewhat later in the season, when other lierhage is prevalent
and more tempting.

HtMAN PoisoNiNci: Accordinjr t„ Mar.sh and Clawson. cases of
pcii.soninjt have occurred among children who have eaten the l.ulhs in
mistake for those of the edible camas, /. c. species of Cah.rhorliis and
( iimti.ssiii.

FALSI'] IIKLLEHOHK (Vemtriim vimh Ait.) Lily Family.
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Common Names: Veratrum is commonly known as American white
helh^bore, Indian poke, devil's-bite, crow-poison, itchw.M'd, and swamp-
hellebore.

Oksckiption: False hellebore is a tall coarse per.'nni.-il i)lant, from a
foot ami a half to eiKlit feet in height. Th.- stem grows from a short, thick,
erect rootstock, and is leafy to the toj). The leaves are broadly oval,
plaited, strongly parallel-veined, entire, pointed, sheathing at the base,
smooth on ioj), hairy beneath, six to t n-lve inch -s long, thre.. to six inches
broad, the upper becoming smaller and narrower. The inflorescence is a
comjiound panicle from eight inches, to two feet in length, the luwer
branches spreading or somewhat drooping. The numerous" flowers are of
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