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Relieved in iniii.i, he dropped into u chair.

His e)e cau; ' ' e httle silver nuiteh-safe.

He piekec. ' up *i id fell to staring at the

rudely earvi i ^ •. t' s.

He found ^\ ,e w^ alone with his

dnughter—.ii.* I '
''

l.i.-* aroused by the

dozen letters >r a nunit.

All his life jng Sn i* ci been a hard man.

His eoninuinds had bccMi autoeratic ; his

anger formidable ; his punishments severe,

and sometimes cruel. Iheciuality of nieroy

was with him tenuous and weak. He knew

this, and if he did not exactly glory in :t. he

was at least indifferent to its effect on. his

reputation with others. But always he had

been just. The victims of his displeasure

might complain that his retributive meas

ures were harsh, that his forgiveness « ould

not be evoked by even the most extenuating


