
4 WHAT ROME WAS BUILT WITH

Vp^I!T ^^'P'T^^ T^ '" *»i« second oration against
Verres, the great collector, Cicero, faithful ^ themaxims of the Renublic, speaks with disdain of thearts and works ol* the most famous artists, even
affecting to be unacquainted with their names. Heregardea the taste as unworthy of the Romans •

although la er it seems that he' himself became in-fected with the collector's enthusiasm.
1 he treasures of Greek art, plundered by Roman

generals, woke in the spoilers Lt the pals"n for
collecting, which later they indulged with such
boundless ext-avagance. l( would^seem that ?„many cases, tiien as now, the rarity of the objectmt^her than its beauty was the attraction to the

,
Horace deplored that tht Romans who sojourned

in Greece adopted the customs of tha. count^^ and
seveiely reproved those of his countrymen who^ov^
gold, ivory and marbles, at the same time praisingpoverty and simplicity. t'*"""'^
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embellish their city took holdof the Romans

; and Pliny who, as we have already

the fact that, although there were still in existence
cen^rial laws forbidling dormice and other dXadeto be served at table, 'no law has been passed for-w 1^"?^'^^" 1° ^. '•"f^^*^'

°r the seas to betraversed m search of it !
'^

This niania for rare and costly building material

^Z'^fVr"' ^ "^''^^'^ °^ t^°"i»d« of miles iSanabout 144 B. c, and it is said that Quintus Metellus
Macedonicus was the first to introduce it into Rome,

'

! Si!"^' ?/?• "'•' ^°°^ '"'xvi. chap. 2.
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