
352 PI'OSPERITY OF ENOLAND.

I' 'if*
1(1, - » ,•

'

'

had greatly increased, and the great ealdormen were

no longer semi-independent nobles, but officers of the

crown. Serfdom, although not entirely abolished, had

been mitigated and regulated. Arts and manufactures

had made great progress.

Edmund and Freda svvrvived King Alfred many

years, and their district cor.tinued to be one of the most

prosperous and well-ruled in the kingdom. Their de-

scendants continued to hold the office of ealdorman

until the invasion by William the Conqueror, and the

holder of the office at that time fell, with numbers of

his followers, at the battle of Hastings. For very

many years after that event the prow of the Dragon

was kept in the great hall at Sherborne as a memorial

of the valiant deeds performed against the Danes by

Kaldorman Edmund.
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