
1948), totalled about $218 million. By far the larger part of this sum has
been spent on direct relief, even though the cost of maintaining the refugees
at a subsistence level is only about $27 per capita per year. Canada has

been the fourth largest contributor to the Agency, following the United
States, the United Kingdom and France. Recently Canadian pledges have
been in the neighbourhood of $500,00o annually, and approval by Parlia-
ment of a contribution-of $750,000 for the i8-month period ending December
31, 1957 will bring the total amount contributed by Canada for the period
1948-57 well over the $5 million mark.

A refûgee is defined by the United Nations as.a person who has left
the country of his normal residence because of fear of persecution. At the
end of the Second World War the number of refugees in Europe was close
to 2.2 million people. By the beginning of October 1956 this number had
been reduced either by emigration, re-establishment in the country of
present asylum, or voluntary return to original homes, to about 300,000

persons. Most of these 300,00o European refugees were in Austria, Ger-
many, Greece and Italy. Those still living in refugee camps numbered
70,000, and included many aged, sick or physically handicapped persons
who are known as "hard core" refugees.

Canada has aided United Nations refugee work since 1947. Immediately
after the Second World War this work was carried on by the International
Refugee Organization (IRO) and between the years 1947 and 1951 Canada
contributed approximately $i9 million to that Agency and to the interim
agencies which assumed some_of IRO's work in 1951 and 1952. IRO was
terminated in i952 when the refugee problem in Europe had become more
manageable and the great post-war urgency had passed. The 'United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, whose office had been established
in t95o, then took over IRO's task of settling 'and assisting refugees, and
was charged with the administration of the United Nations Refugee Fund.
Canada continued to support the Fund, contributing a total of $450,000
to it during the period 1952-1956. Subject to the approval of Parliament,
Canada will, in addition, contribute $200;000 to the regular 1957 budget
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, who is endeavour-
ing over a four-year period'(1955-58) to'find some permanent solution for
this tragic and pitiable European refugee problem.

During recent weeks the work of the High Commissioner for Refugees
has been vastly increased by the great influx to Austria of refugees from
Hungary. To meet this great emergency the Canadian Parliament at its
special session in November made a special contribution of $i million to
Hungarian relief, of which $250,00o has been allotted to UNREF.

The United Nations and the Specilized Agencies all have technical
assistance programmes financed out of these regular budgets. In 1950 the
General Assembly set up the Expanded Technical Assistance Programme
to be supervised by the Technical Assistance Committee of the Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) and administered by the Technical Assist-
ance Board. Since its inception ETAP has, been financed by voluntary
contributions from countries willing to assist in a very real and active way
the economically less-developed countries of the world. Canada's gifts to
ETAP, which complement Canadian contributions to the Colombo Plan,
provide a continuing expression of Canada's willingness to co-operate
internationally to try to raise standards of living and improve economic
conditions in the less-fortunate areas of the world.

ETAP
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