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Another difficulty for gay men and lesbians in these programs is 
simply the problem of dealing with personal issues in an environment 
which is perceived to be heterosexually dominated. Many gay men and 

« lesbians are not comfortable dealing with issues which they perceive to 
be connected with their sexuality in an atmosphere where they are not 
sure that their sexuality will be understood of accepted.

Some programs, like Gay A.A. and N.E.W.S. (New Women in 
Sobriety) have arisen to deal with the particular difficulties which gay 
men and lesbians have felt in established programs. These are 
generally found only in large centres, though.

Of course there is the other side of the coin. 1 know well adjusted gay 
men who are comfortable in their sexuality, hold about religious 
beliefs, and gain tremendous strength from programs like A.A. In the 
end. I think I am right in my suspicion that substance abuse in the 
lesbian and gay community is no different than in the community at 
large.

We must be conscious, though, that on every social issue there are 
perspectives not only from the gay and lesbian community, but also 
from women, racial minorities, and other groups. At the same time, the 
issues raised by all of these groups are, in the end, social issues with 
which we must all be concerned.
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by James Gill

A couple of weeks ago I heard a fascinating statistic: alcohol related 
falls are a higher cause of death among young people aged sixteen 
through twenty-four than alcohol related car accidents. What this 
seems to indicate is that we have become more responsible when it 
comes to drinking and driving, but not when it comes to drinking.

When I began writing this column I did so with the desire not only to 
present gay and lesbian issues, but more importantly, to present 
lesbian and gay perspectives on social issues. I am not entirely happy 
with the term "gay and lesbian issues" because an implication can be 
read in to say that heterosexuals need not be concerned with these 
issues. The issues we raise are social issues. While we have the 
principle responsibility of persuing them, everyone must be 
concerned. Certainly no one would assert that a white South African 
has no business protesting Apartheid. By precisely the same logic, 
heterosexuals should be supporting our struggle for equality rights, and 
men should be supporting the struggle for women's rights.

So what has this to do with substance abuse? Not much, on the face 
of it, however, I raise the issue to explore whether the issue is any 
different in the lesbian and gay community. On the whole, I think not 
I am the first to admit that to argue on the one hand that we are 
essentially no different from everyone else, and on the other that we are 
affected differently by alcohol and drug dependency is generally 
inconsistent.
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the apartment?

As tenant, you have the option 
of treating a notice of an increase 
in rent as a notice of 
termination. In other words, you 
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apartment rather than pay higher 
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TERMINATION OF LEASEUnder the provisions of the 
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I believe that gay men and lesbians face a host of additional social 
problems during adolescence. I do not believe that the effects from this 
are always negative, and in any event I do not think that they 
contribute to any higher rate of alcoholism of drug abuse. Indeed, I 
have known some gay men who have had serious emotional problems 
who had no problem with an alcohol dependency.

One issue which has come to my attention concerns Alcoholics 
Anonymous programs. Those programs have, among their focuses, 
spirituality. This is not to say that there is anything religious about 
the program, in fact it is quite the opposite, however, I know of several 
lesbians and gay men who have had great difficulty with this aspect of 
the program.

I think that this stems from the manner in which they have come to 
deal with religion. There is no question that gay men and lesbians face
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tremendous crises when trying to reconcile their religious beliefs with to reasonable notice of any rent 
their sexuality. Many abandon organized religion, and some, in so 
doing, abandon any spiritual notions. I do not think that this problem 
is peculiarly to lesbians and gay men, however, among us it may be 

. wider spread.
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