Gil Stern once said, “Man is a complex being.
He makes deserts bloom and lakes die.”

Today, progress has given man the capacity to
perform micro-surgery, to create nuclear fission
and to reach previously unattainable heights in
computer technology. All of this has raised
peoples’ expectations of science and led to a
“blind” faith in its ability to improve quality of
life. The marvels that science can bring are un-
questionable yet progress, as we know it, has also
brought us to the brink of environmental disaster.
Toxic waste disposal, water contamination, acid
rain and various other forms of pollution are all
being addressed by scientists, yet, many of their
efforts are lost in the lobby with government and
business interests, who seem more concerned
with “economics” than quality of living. There is

no doubt that a solution to environmental pro-
blems must be found, and such a solution must be
cost-efficient. If we do not search for solutions to
these concerns now, the “cost” may be too much in

the future.
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- directly related to the use and abuse of pesticides

and fertilizers.

Farmers are becoming increasingly alarmed at the
increasing level of contamination found in their
water supply.

Public giscussion of this issue has been kept to a
minimum, In a recent letter to the Minister of
Health, the National Farmers Union eloquently
stated the position of its members: “We are not the

~ designers of the technology we are using, nor are we

its masters. We are interested in finding the best

~_possible system for agricultural production in New
. Brunswick from the standpoint of producing
 healthy, nutritious food and protection of our en-

 The cohtaminétion of drinking water by

 agricultural chemicals is not a new phenomenon.

However, awaiting some outbreak of disease related

" to this contamination is not a desired outcome.

Government, farmers and concerned citizens must
‘address this issue now, before it is too late.
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