
CANADIAN COURIER.

"To-day" maktng an impression even upon the
weakest of mtnds. The taste of a persan wbo would
eajoy It migbt be morbid and unhealthy, but those
who see it merely out of curiasity, and they are prab-
ably the majorlty of the patrons, will not regret any-
tblng except the tume wasted. Altbough the play
serves no good purpase on the stage, it la hàrdly
llkely to pervert any marais that are nlot already
tbaroughly unsettlad. Indeed, the most immoral
tlxing about It is the assumptian that the women of
to-day, wltb the possible exception of the suffragettes,
who are nat mentianed, have been allowed to go un-
develaped ln their minds until tbey are willing ta
sail their bodies for a few luxurles.

Every few years ln theatrical bistory, somes ex-
traordinary type of entertatnmant bacomes popular.
It la like a bail on the face o! the drama, and will
pass away naturally witbaut laavlng aay Injurious
affects If the sufferer watts patientiy'and rofrains
froin irritatIng It. The brothel plays are a phono-
manon of this sort. Rav'ng about tbem will nat da
any gaod, but la anather yaar ar sa. dramas of the
saine type wtll flot draw waIl enougb to pay for the
laading lady's bairpIns. Befara vary long, they are
golng ta be fargottea as campletely as the Salomne
dances, and in the meantime, Canadians are flot
misslng very -much If the productions fati te cross
the border.

IT Io folly ta assert, as so many, writers do, that the
presonce of "To-day" among the successas o!
the yaar IndIcates a dectdodly vicious tendency

la the taste af thaatre-gaers. That Impression bas
gane abroad, although tacts do nat warrant it, for
thora have neyer been mare dlean and wholesomo
ploa enjoylng large patronage la New York than. at
the presant time. Indead,,the general air af the
thoatras ls choery and sweet rather than sardld and
murky.

Ona bas anly ta visit a !ew o! the camadlas naw
an the list of hits la order ta realiza that the publlty
givea ta the brathel plays has, mlsrepresented the
prasent tendency af tha American stage. "Grumpy,"
la whtch CyrIl Maude bas bean drawing crawds ta a
very out-at-the-way theatre for many menths, may
be classed as a comady, even though it paissasses a
thrilling plot of crime and detection. Grumpy, the
aid criminel lawyar who proves la a orisls that bis
brain has not grawn aId with bis body, ls a very
humouraus character study, which bas carrIed the
play ta Its'great succeas.

Nathing cauld be clonner and smarter than "Tao
Many Caaks," the first effort of Frank Craven, the
Young actar-dramatIst. It tells a very simple story
o! the building of a hause by a Youag couple about
ta be married, and shows haw lnterfering relatives
aearly spoil thelr happiness. Mr. Crayon bas îll
the treshness and observation of George M. Caban,
with a great deal mare refinemeat than the author
of 'Tarty-fiva Minutes tram Broadway" bas ever
shawn. Witb only ana play ta bis credit, it ts nat
passible ta taretaîl Mr. Craven's future, but if ha
develaps aloag the saine lines as "Tao Many Caoks,"
hae may became the autstandiag writer af camedias
af American life. Evan if bis first comedy connot
be calied a big achievement, it centaine an unusual
amount of human nature, furaishes rafresbing on-
tertaiameat and gives promise of botter tbings ta
cames.

"Kitty Mackay" ls drawlng crowds to the -saine
theatra ta whicb "B1unty ]Pulls tbe Strings" made
is great bit. The aew comedy of Scotch ilfe ls by
no mens another "Bunty.~ Sanie of its wit doas not
sound as though it really belanged ta the laad of the
heather, but it centains la Mag Duncan, played by
a very claver Young actress, Maigaret Nyblac, a
charactor of a canny lassie with a dry sease of
humour who wauld carry aven a play of lesa menlt
ta popuiarlty. .A rural comedy of Ille ta Maine Is
"Along Came Ruth."' It tells. a pleasant tala af haw
a girl witb advaaced business Ideas wakened np a
quiet aid town, and the flavaur that bas made the
play popular cames fram the maay broadly drawn
character typas that It centaine.

There ara haîf a dazan ather entertainiag and
wholosome dramnas that might be manttoned, but*
thase ara enough to furnisb a reply ta anyana who
asserts that the Amerîcan thoatra caters cbiefiy ta
depravad tastes at the prasent time.

Whla i the most papular star Ia New York? Ia
the light of recent theatrical history, tha ana answer
must be "Miss Laurette Taylor." She won tbat posi-
tion after showlng bier abiity la savoral parts, and
ber popularity came ta Its hetgbt wbea sha appaarad
ln "Tbe Bird af Paradisa." Those who ware for-
tunata eaaugb ta sea bier ln that part will not -soon
torget the rarely moving quality af ber acting. Thea
tallowed "Peg 0' My Heart," Ia wbIch, sha acbiaved
stardani.

Mtss Taylor ts aat oaa o! thosa stars who ara con-
tant ta rest ber wbola success upon a pleastng par-
sonalîty. Sha prefers to be fIrst of ail an actress.

Whan she cames upon the stage, lt is not Mtss Taylar
wltb a brogue or Miss Taylor with an olive com-
plexion, called by differeat names ta fit the play. la
every rale she attempts ta coavey a clearly deflned
character drawa without aay tbought of bier own
best trlcks. It mlgbt be sald that bier brie! stage
experience, that reachad Its climax In the phenomenal
rua of "Peg," can scarcely have given anyone a
chance to credit ber with versattlity, but Miss Taylor
recognized for hersai! the danger of becomlag toa
closely tdeatified with the charactor of the Irish
girl. Early la Marcb sha startad a sertes of spaclal
matinees, presenttng a group of ane-act plays by hier
husbaad, J. Hartley Manners, and theso matineas
have servad as an indication of ber versatility and
bier papularity. Everyoae knows that special
mattaees are as a rule abomiaated by theatra-goars,
and the crowded houses that greet Miss Taylor at
eacb o! theni indicata ber hold on the affections af
the Broadway public.

IT la mare Important, however, that thay sbould
have given Miss Taylor a chance ta show bar
powers as an actress. Ia "Just as Weil," sha is a

spoiled child of the Eaglisb uppar classes, a yauing
lady witb all the affections o! the bachelor girl la
saclety. The second pînylet bears the titla "'Happi-
aess," and In lt Miss Taylor appears as a young.gtrl
working la a New York mllilnery establishmaat.
This raie passasses ahl the teaderaass that givas
sucb cbarm ta tbe comedy o! the actrass, and oae
a! the rumeurs o! Broadway at the preseat ime bas
it that Mr. Mannars will buuld the playlet Up Into a
thrae-act drama for bis wlfe. The matinea closes
with "Dupas," ta whicb the chie! part us that a! a
courtasan, who, havlag suddenly inbarited a fortune,
treats alI ber dlscarded admirea ta a tirade agaînat
the Ironies o! llfe. Ia the last place, Miss Taylor can,
hardly rîse ta the chie! demands o! character, whlle
baer capabilities do not find scopa, but la the othars
shie ls Inimitable. As a camedlenna, she bas sama-
thing o! pathos ta ber acting that adds zest ta ber
funa. She nover strains a point ta get a laugh, but
sha dose make overybady smile and love bar. It ls
unusual for a comadlanne to possess such wtst!ul
eyes, and Miss Taylor muet tbank nature for theni,
but ber brains have beon the btggast factor ln bar
success la New York.

Miss Laurette Taylor ls ana a! the very !ew Youag
stars for whom It ls passible ta pradîct a notable
career on the stage.

Living W a ge
A Simple Study in Economics, of Great Interest Both to Labour and Capital

IN the midst o! prasant discussion and argumentas ta who ls respansibla for the hlgh cost of
living, tbe taterests a! the workiagman are apt
ta be ovonlaaked. Altbaugh the worktngman

comprise the bulk of the population a! Canada they
bave had no adequate voice bitherta ta the manage-
ment o! the affairs o! the nation. And yet it la sale
ta say tbat the true prasperity o! a people ls te ba
gauged rathar by the economie position of the
average citizen than by the weaitb and power o! any
particuiar clase. At presant a maievoient attempt
ls beingl made by certain domagagues ta stîr up atrife
betwean the manufacturea and the tanmers a! thus
country. la the long run, hawavar much evIl may
be wrougbt by pursuing thia policy, It wMi be
abundantly proved tbat only by mutual sympathy and
co-operatian betweaa the various classas o! producana
can true prasparity be acbieved. It Is evidant ta ail
those who taka mare than a suporficial view a! pra-
sent conditions that the Manufacturer, the marchant
and the farner must combine ta secure permanent
prosparity. But sucb au' undarstanding must Include
aise a prapar conslderation o! the weifare et the
working classes. Most Canadians, Irraspectiva ef
party polltics, are canvincad that the industries ot
this nation sbauld be protected; and the conviction
la aIse growlng that such protection sbould Include
a due consideratian o! the intarasta o! tbe working-
man'. Ia brie!, it la batnig forcad home with cumula-
tive farce tbat the nation, if it i. ta achiave trua pro-
gress and prospanity, must guarantea te 'the worker
a living wage. However trite the problani e! the
btgb cost a! living bas become ta some a! us, It yet
romains a mattar et surpassing importance te the
average worken. Na more vital blow ceuid b. struck
agalnst Canada's national lita thon te permit the
standard o! living, ta which Canadians have risen
after years et Intense offert and sacrifice, ta par-
manently fail. We need not apelogize, thenefare, ln
once mare raislng the question o! the cost of lving
la the fonni o! a living wage.

ACLEAR undenstanding ot wbat the standard of
PIling ta permuta sanie appreclation et Its sig-

nificance. la the first place, unleus the
standard Includas adequate food, clatblng and sheiter,
bealtb will ievitably suifer, and the race will de-
ganerate pbyslcaliy. If, on the ether band, men
obtain a propen satisfaction ot these tundamental
wats a foundatien will be laid, net only for good
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health, but fer Intellectuel prograsa. Moreaver, un-
lasa a decent standard o! living can b. maIatalned,
the future of the nation will ba meaaced tramn another
quarter. la an effort ta maltaat the cuatemary
statua, parents wiil sacrifice familles and will choose
ta bava fawer hbldran, for wbom they can properly
provîde, rather than risk loaiag their position by,
rearing a langer tamily. Ta make up the deflieacy
la the native population we shall bave ta depend
upon Immigration tramn abroad. Haro thora ta a rai
danger that the bamogeaatty o! the- race wili ba de-
stroyed by the Influx of people allen la birth, la out-
look and In national Ideala,

Wa muet insist, tao, upan a decent standard o!
wagea betng maintaiaed, because la mast cases taIr
wages bave meant the gratification o! the intellectuel
and artistic sense o! tihe warkena; have meant bookb
and pictures; have meant a tew extra mooms la the
bouse, and mare decent surroundings generally; bave
meant a tew years' extra scbooling for the cbildren;
have meant, finally, a general upliftlag o! the wbole,
worklng cîas It la 1dle ta expect, for exemple, that
tbe taste e! the Canadian people for music, for litera-
tura and for art, can ha Improved If the wonkens are
overwbelmad by tbe battia o! providing for thepi-
salves and thain familles.

M UCHl bas been sald o! tbe extravagance et the
workiag classes and a! thair wastetui methoda
o! laying out their Income. But It muet not

ha forgatten that they buy everything at retail anxd
are, thenefare, greatly bandIcapped ta secuning full
value tan thain monay. Take, ton example, the
matter o! renta. The following table shows that the
renta changed te the paon are exonbttantly higb la
cansideration bath et the resources 0f the people and
o! the worth of tbe rentad pnopenty. It la genenaliy
admttted tbat 10 per cent. is a tain ratura upon the
full value o! prapenty ton a yean; yat the firat bouge
on the list ylalds Its ownen 24 pan cent. The figures
la tbls table were obtatned by Dr. Formai', for the
city e! Washington, but they are net unnepresenta-
tive et olties et similar size la Canada and, the
United States:

Mantbly Rents Actually Paid by Flfteen Familles
Comparod wtb Re6nts Necessary te Secure a Tan

Par Cent. Raturaf on Full Valua o! Praparty.
Family Market Valua Reat Rant îcxcess

Praperty. Value. Paid. Paid.
No. 1 ... $420 $3.50 $8.50 $5.00
No. 2--------30 2.75 5.00 2.25
No. 3 ........ 360 3.00 7.00 4.00
Na. 4 ........ 390 3.25 5.00 1.75
No. 5 ........ 600 5.00 6.00 1.00
No. 6------- 1,284 10.70 12.50 1.80
Na. 7-------300 2.50 5.00 2.50
No. 8 ........ 357 2.98 4.00 1.02
No. 9 ........ 900 7.50 8.50 1.00
No. 10 ........ 600 5.00 7.30 2.30
No. Il........375 3.13 5.00 1.87
NO. 12r... 900 7.50 7.50 nana
No. 13--------750 6.25 9.00 2.75
No. 14....... 1,500 12.50 14.00 1.50
No. 15 ...... .650 5.42 .10.00 4.58

Anather source o! Ibas ta the average wonktng-
man's !amlly Is taund un the ratail purcbaslng et
supplies.. The houaewî!e kaowa what goad bargains
are, but otteatîmes the moniey at hand prevants ban
tramn purcbasing goada axcept la small quantities.
She may buy at the grocery store a single bar o!
soap tor five cents, knowlng very woll that she could
get sIx bars for a quarter and thus save live cents;
but t! s0 much la spent for soap thora will nat be
enough loft for food. The saine bolds truie ln the
buyiag o! patatoas by the peck or by tha bag. A
can o! vegatables may be bought for tan cents, and
tbrae cana ton twanty-flve cents. The bausewlta
knaws perfectly well that for every fIva cana pur-
cbaaed alngly thora ta a dlean lasa! ar ne can; and
the sane may ha sald o! the wbola grocery liat, et
butter, siugar, coife, sait, etc. TakIng ail these tacts
ltat coasideratlan, it la tain to conclude that the
average werkinginan's tamllY lases ton par cent. by.
reason a! bad bargains la paylng rant and meeting
living expenses. If, theretore, we wlsh ta fanm a
just conception~ o! wbat a man la earnIng we muet
subtract tramn his nominal aruingî3 ta. ona-tanth
whicb ho loses because o! tbe conditions undar
wbich hae livea. Add ta this the upkeep, rapaîr and
depreciation e! furaltune. The wonking classes buy
bauaehold goada, as a mIle, on the Instalment plan.
A dollar or more may ba lest ta this way la buylng a
blan*et, two or tbree dollars on a rug, and t.wenty
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